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Wide gap 
on Hebron 

TALKS on the delayed Is- 
raeli redeployment from 
Hebron resumed in Je- 
rusalem yesterday under US 
auspices, . and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat said 
tbe gaps between -the two 
sides remained “very wide” 
Arafat, speaking at 
news conference in Ra- 
nuillah, contradicted assess- 
ments made just hours ear- 
lier by a senior Palestinian 
negotiator that agreement 
was within reach. 

The negotiations are fo- 
cusing on ways of im 
proving security guarantees 
for some 400 Jewish settlers 
living amid the 120,000 
Arab residents of Hebron, 
tbe last West Bank town 
still under . full Is raeli oc- 
cupation, 

Israeli newspapers re 
ported that in an overnight 
session that lasted until ear- 
ly yesterday, the two sides 
agreed on the transfer of ci- 
vilian powers in Hebron. Is- 
rael. made some conces- 
sions, for example dropping 
demands to retain sole con- 
trol over granting building 
permits to the Jewish set- 
tlers, the reports said. 

Some differences re- 
mained concerning security 
arrangements after a troop 
pullback. One - difficulty 
was -Israel's demand to re- 
tain control over a larger 
area of Hebron than orig- 
inally agreed upon, the re- 
ports said. 

The Palestinians showed 
optimism. “New ideas have 
been put forward and things 
are begriming to become 
dearer." said Palestinian In- 
formation Minister Yasser 
Abd-Rabbou. 

But Arafat played down 
reports of progress. “I am 
sorey to say that tmtil tins 
morning the gaps were very 
wide... We are looking tin: 
an honest and accurate im- 
plementation of die peace 
agreement” . ■. 

Tbe Associated - .Press, 
quoted an Israeli official as 
saying Arafat was bolding 
up agreement to pressure Is- 
rael. “It’s just a' matter of a 
decision by Araftt to close 
out an agreement,” said the 
official, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. “It's 
pretty clear that they are not 
yet ready to sign.” 

The latest rounds have 
been mediated by Amer- 
ica’ s peace envoy Dennis 
Ross who decided on Tues- 
day to delay his return to 
Washington to pursue signs 
of progress. And the level 
of the negotiations was 
raised, with the teams in- 
cluding Israeli military 
chief, Lt Gen. Antuon Sh*- 
hak and Mahmoud Abbas. 
Yasser Arafat's deputy. 

Netanyahu told reporters 
on Tuesday that **the nego- 
tiation is very close to com- 
pletion" and said a meeting 
between him and Arafat 
would be “desirable” when 
an accord is reached. 

Abd-Rabbou, asked if the 
summit could be held soon, 
said: “Tbe summit might 
take place any day next 
week. But 1 cannot assure 
that.. Tbe main thing is to 
dose the gap and the sum- 
mit will come.” 

As the negotiators met in 
a Jerusalem hotel, there was 
growing concern that ex- 
tremists from either side 
would carry out 'an attack to 
scuttle the talks. The AP 
said 
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Hundreds of Palestinians chanting “Vive Chirac vive la France” welcome the French president as he arrives in Ramallah, yesterday (photo. AP) 

Chirac’s dream, Likud’s nightmare 

French President Jacques Chirac, who arrives in Cairo tomorrow, was given a hero’s welcome by the Palestinians in Ramallah yesterday 


French .President Jacques Chirac visited the Palestinian 
territories yesterday, offering his support but urging the 
Palestinians to respect democratic principles and Israel’s 
“legitimate” ri ght to security is they seek to build an in- 
dependent state. 

After a two-day visit to Israel, the french leader flew by 
helicopter to the West Bank town of Rapiallah, where he 
was given an enthusiastic welcome by Palestinian leader 
Yasser-ArafU: and thousands of schoolchildren cheering 
; “Wve Chine, vive la France*'- 
. Giving the. first speech by a foreign ieader to the Pal- 
estinians 7 elected legislative council. Chime backed Pal- 
estinian posi&ons Jir te«gh ' negotiation 
right- wing gpv eminent and reaffirmed support for an in- 
dependent Palestinian state. 

But, according to the French news agency AFP, he also 
implicitly criticised the current functioning of tbe Pal- 
estinian National Authority, in which Arafat wields vir- 
tually total powef and which still does not have a written 
constitution nxire than two years after its establishment. 

*T hope that you will find tbe rales which wifi ensure a 
balance of power between tbe executive and legislative 
branches,” Chirac told the 88-member assembly elected 
in January. ; 

“The respect of democratic principles is one of the as- 
sets which will guarantee yon broad international support 
and strengthen the confidence of your partners,” he said, 
referring to the Israelis. 

At die same time, Chirac cautioned the Palestinians 
against letting frustration with setbacks in the peace pro- 
cess explode into violence, urging them to “reject ex- 


tremism. and push back the forces of hate.” 

To .achieve peace, Chirac continued, Israel's “le- 
gitimate desire fra 1 security must be understood and ac- 
knowledged by all. Israel, once assured of -the peaceful 
intentions of its Arab neighbours, will become convinced 
that the existence of a Palestinian state does not represent 
a threat, but, on tbe contrary, is an element of its own se- 
curity.” 

In his visit to Israel on Monday and Tuesday, Chirac 
had publicly supported Palestinian demands for Israel to 
rapidly resume implementation of the .1995 Oslo interim 
agreement on Palestinian self-rule,, and he reiterated this 
portion in Ramallah. . • \ . 

“To advance, signed agreements must first be "re- 
spected. in both letter and spirit... This interim status 
must not be abusively extended," he said — a clear refer- 
ence to the deadlock which has stymied the peace pro- 
cess since Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu came to 
power. 

Chirac demanded that Netanyahu's policy of ex- 
panding Jewish settlement in the Palestinian, territories 
“must be halted now ” He also called for the immediate 
lifting of Israel’s military closure of the Palestinian ter- 
ritories, an end to Israel's demolition of Palestinian 
homes and to Israeli “changes of the status quo in Je- 
rusalem.” 

“There cannot be a peace that excludes the city of 
peace, Jerusalem.” he said. “The solution for Jerusalem 
cannot be solely religious, nor solely national. It is nec- 
essary that freedom of access for the faithful, all the 
faithftil. be guaranteed everywhere. And any idea of sov- 


ereignty, from whatever quarter, must be fined into the 
framework of the negotiated compromise planned under 
the Oslo Agreements. This compromise solution will 
have to take into account the rights and aspirations of ail 
the parties concerned." 

The peace process, Chirac said, "has somehow run out 
of breath, and there is a certain deterioration in con- 
fidence between the sides. France and the European Un- 
ion can build. confidence. 

“We will continue to mobilise the [European] Union to 
ensure that its political role is commensurate with its ec- 
onomic commitment, so that ft becomes a co-sponsar of 
the peace pro: e:*" 

Chirac was repeatedly interrupted by applause and 
standing ovations, notably when he spoke against Israel's 
annexation of East Jerusalem. 

Arafat thanked Chirac for his support and said the Pal- 
estinians needed his help in dealing with the hardline Is- 
raeli government “You come at a sensitive time when 
tbe peace process in its entirety is faring serious ob- 
stacles. We are doing our best to reduce these obstacles.” 

He assured tbe French president that “The choice of 
democracy based on pluralism and human rights... is the 
basis of our young entity.” 

Chirac and Arafat later flew to the Gaza Strip, where 
they were scheduled to visit tbe site of a harbour to be 
built with French help, and to inaugurate a street named 
Charles de Gaulle in the city centre. 

From Ramallah. Graham Usher writes that the or- 
chestrated pomp in the town was entirely in keeping with 
the Palestinians' diplomatic aims for the visit, and con- 


trasted sharply with what had happened to Chirac the day- 
before in Jerusalem's old city. Pressed and jostled by Is- 
raeli security guards as he attempted to speak to local 
Palestinians, at one point Chirac threatened to leave Is- 
rael altogether. “Is that what you want?" he yelled. “For 
me to go back to my plane and return to France?” 

Following the fracas, the French submitted a formal 
complaint to the Israeli Foreign Ministry, and. at a press 
conference, Netanyahu publicly apologised for the be- 
haviour of his security men. Chirac said he considered 
the matter closed. 

What is not closed, however, is the significance. As far 
os*- die- Likud government is concerned, Chirac ’s, tiiree- 
dfiy visit to Israel and tbe Occupied Territories has been a 
public relations nightmare, at a time when Israel needs all 
the '‘relations" it can get. Having spent some 14 hours .in 
talks with President Hafez Al-Assad in Damascus, Chirac 
visited the Knesset for just five minutes, during which be 
was accused of anti-Semitism by Refaavam Ze’evi, leader 
of the far right Moldelet Parry. The French leader had de- 
clined an invitation to address Israel's parliament. 

But it is no* only Chirac's protocol that has angered the 
Likud government More tellingly, it is the message be 
has brought with him. Speaking to students in Haifa on 
Monday, Chirac called on the Israelis to allow Pal- 
estinians to “exercise their right to self-determination" 
through the establishment of a Palestinian state. He also 
insisted that the time had come for Europe to become a 
co-sponsor of the peace process. 

Neither message is likely to go down well with Israel 
and the Americans. 


Trouble In the heart of Israel 

Netanyahu’s policies have spawned dissension among Israelis and confrontations with 
the Palestinians. Graham Usher in Jerusalem reviews Israel’s troubled home front 


One consequence of the confrontations 
thin erupted in late September between Is- 
raeli and Palestinian military forces has 
been, the re-opening of schisms in Israeli 
sotieiy that, one year ago this Saturday, 
claimed the life of Yitzhak Rabin. 

The immediate aftermath of tbe clashes 
saw a resuscitated Peace Now (PNj move- 
ment pull thousands of Israelis onto the 
streets of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv to 
protest fm the words of -PN Secretary- 
General Mossi Raz) “Netanyahu’s de- 
struction of the peace process”. But the Is- 
raeli left were not alone in their activism. 

On Netanyahu's “triumphant” return 
from the Washington crisis summit on 3 
October — where the Israeli' leader re- 
fused any gesture to the Palestinians in the 
teeth bf both US and Arab demands — -Li- 
kud supporters plastered the walls of Je- 
rusalem urging the prime, minister to “be 
strong and of good courage”: On the outer 
- fringftg of. Israeli politics, ..Jewish settlers 
from Hebron have also given notice that 
they will set up vigilante “defence forces" 
should the Israeli army redeploy in the 
city.- 

These, .division* are disturbing enough 
for an Israeli public which has dealt with 
the trauma caused by- Rabin's assassina- 
tion largely by suppressing it. But a great- 
er fear is tbe growing -perception that the 
current polarisation goes beyond die ideol- 
ogies of left and right and into the very 
heart of the Israeli stare. 

Last week, tbe head' of Israel's pre- 
stigious Jaffee Centre fra* Strategic Stud- 
ies,. Ze’ev Maoz, said that a __ . 

military coup against Ne- 
'tanyahu's premiership could 
not -be rafed .out. given the 
present levels of ^mistrust" 
between Israel’s political 
and military echelons. While. 

Maoz .himself .admits that 
such a scenario is' “remote,” 
most Israeli commentators 
aid aware there is-a crisis of 
frith ' between Netanyahu 
and his military chiefs. 

Immediately after Ne- 
tanyahu’s election win, die 
heads of the Israeli army 
(IDF) ‘and Shin Bet in* 
teUigJmce service (GSS) ad- 


vised the new Israeli leader not to do 
anything to upset tbe security cooperation 
established between their forces and the 
Palestinian Authority's (PA) various se- 
curity arms. Netanyahu simply ignored 
them. His move to open the tunnel beside 
tbe Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied East Je- 
rusalem not only sparked the worst vi- 
olence the Occupied Territories have ever 
seen; as predicted, it has led to tbe com- 
plete breakdown of any coordination be- 
tween Israel and the PA. Every major 
, military figure in Israeli society, in- 
cluding Netanyahu’s own defence min- 
ister, Yitzhak Mordechai, has since dis- 
tanced himself from that decision, 
claiming either that they were not con- 
sulted or that their counsel over “timing" 
was not heeded. 

The “distancing'’ of Netanyahu appears 
also to be the current line of the Clinton 
administration. Having failed to extract 
concessions' from Netanyahu in Washing- 
ton, an angry Warren Christopher dis- 
patched his special Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross to Israel lo play an “active 
role” in the ongoing Palestinlan-Israeli ne- 
gotiations on Hebron. But, according to Is- 
raeli journalist Nahum Baraea (writing in 
the Israeli daily Yediot Ahemmot on 11 
October), Ross has not only bean “fa- 
cilitating” the talks: he has been urging 
Mcndednai (against Netanyahu) to soften 
Israel's security demands in Hebron. Id 
W ashington, Christopher has also pre- 
vailed on Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy, to assume a “hitter profile” in the 


Stranded refugee evacuated 


peace process lest the negotiations on Heb- 
ron “explode”. 

Such dissension is music to the opposi- 
tion's ears. On 13 October. Shimon Peres 
warned Netanyahu that the Israeli people 
would not stand by and “let the deteriora- 
tion which has taken place in the state con- 
tinue". Peres’ Labour Party has already 
lent its support to a coalition of Jewish and 
Arab opposition parties whose sole policy, 
activated after the confrontations, is to de- 
nounce Netanyahu and promote the peace 
process. Meretz member of parliament 
Dedi Zucker has gone a step further, call- 
ing chi Israelis to engage in “civic acts of 
protests”. 

For the beleaguered Likud government, 
such cries, in the current climate, are noth- 
ing short of “incitement” — an especially 
serious charge in post-Rabin Israel. It is a 
charge the opposition has thrown right 
back, igniting tbe worst relations between 
Israel's rwo main parties since the as- 
sassination. “Even at the height of our 
pain, we will not call Netanyahu a traitor 
or murderer, nor dress him up in a Nazi 
uniform," says Meretz leader Yossi Sand. 
“In our garden, there will not sprout a Yi- 
gal Amir." Yigal Amir is the Jewish re- 
ligious student who shot dead Rabin. 

The acrimony is expected to endure. 
With Netanyahu's standing in opinion 
polls running at around 50 per cent in fa- 
vour of his handling of the current crisis 
and 50 per cent against, (he opposition 
bloc has called for a mass rally on 26 Oc- 
tober in Tel Aviv to commemorate Ra- 
bin’s assassination. The 
mood in Israel may not yet 
be as incendiary as it is in 
the Occupied Territories; 
but it is getting close. 

At his “victory” address in . 
Jerusalem on 2 June, Ne- 
tanyahu pledged not only a 
“stable peace” with all of Is- 


AN AMBULANCE was dispatched late Tuesday night to a border camp, 
housing about 200 Palestinians expelled by Libya, to remove to hospital 
a pregnant and bleeding woman, the Middle Bast News Agency said- 

Tbe “humanitarian” decision was taken by Defence Minister Field Mar- 
shal Mohamed Hussein Tania wi after tbe representative of the UN High ' reel's neighbours, but also. 
Commissoner for Refugees issued an appeal for (be evacuation of Ferial “and most important, peace 
AG Mahmoud, pregnant in her eighth month, either to- Egypt or Libya. 

The agency said tbe ambulance was to take the woman to a govern- 
ment hospital in Saflonm, on die Egyptian side of the border with Libya. 

If her condition. requires surgery, the -woman will be moved to a govern- 
ment or army hospital in the coastal city of Mars* Matrouh, where better 
medical facilities are available. (see p.2 ) 


within Israel, the peace be- 
tween us", five months into 
his tenure, Netanyahu has 
failed on both counts. Out- 
side Israel’s borders and 
within them, peace has nev- 
er been so fragile. 
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Excluding punishment 
by analogy 

Awad El-Morr, 

chief justice of the 
Supreme Constitutional 
Court, examines 
legislation affecting the 
heads of political parties and 
the editors-in-chief of party newspapers 


Case No 25 for tbe 10th judicial year concerned the constitutional 
validity or otherwise of paragraph two of Article 15, dealing with 
tbe law on political parties promulgated by Law No 40 f 1977), 
amended by Law No 36 ( 1979) which provides that “the head of 
the party shall be responsible, along with the editor-in-chief of tbe 
party’s newspaper, in respect of what is published therein.” 

Article 195 of die criminal law outlines the extent to which the 
editor-in-chief shall be responsible by stating that 

“Without prejudice to the responsibility of tbe author of the 
writing, the designer of tbe drawing or the producer of any other 
representative material, the editar-in- chief or — if there is none — 
the editor accountable for the section in which was published tbe 
marwriai in question sh all be p unishe d as the principal offender of 
crimes committed by the newspaper'’ 

“However, he shall be released of bis criminal responsibility. (1) 
If he proves thai publication had taken place without his 
knowledge and produced on the commencement of investigation 
lh£ijrformaiioo and documents he has which would help in the 
deter r uin ation of the person responsible for what has been 
published. (2) If during investigation, he disclosed the name of tbe 
offender, produced all the information and documents be has 
proving his responsibility and established in addition that be would 
have suffered substantial damage or lost his post in the newspaper 
had he not published the respective material." 

The petitioner — in his capacity as the head of the Labour Party 
— was indicted upon allegations that defamatory statements had 
been addressed against a former minister of petroleum and mineral 
resources and published in Al-Shaab newspaper. In the course of 
(tedding the criminal charges by the trial court, the invalidity of 
paragraph two of Article 15 of die law on political parties was 
raised. Tbe trial court, after considering from aprima fade point of 
view the plausibility of the constitutional issue, prescribed the time 
limit within which the petitioner brought his case before the 
Supreme Constitutional Court, claiming that the challenged 
provision contravenes tbe principle of personalised criminal 
responsibility and punishment; the presumption of innocence; the 
freedom of expression including that of tbe press; and equal 
protection before the law. 

3n striking down the challenged provision, the court first asserted 
that responsibility thereunder is of a penal and not a civil nature and 
therefore ought to be strictly construed and applied, taking into 
account that criminal statues are inherently and drastically 
oppressive imposing either — directly or indirectly — die most 
stringent restrictions on personal freedom, and consequently have 
to avoid vagueness and rigorously observe die rational limi ts of 
criminal responsibility. 

Under the challenged provision, the court pointed oat, whoever 
beads a party is considered responsible in his capacity as a natural 
person and not as a legal representative either in his relationships 
with others of before courts. In addition, the challenged provision 
based his responsibility not on considerations attributable to 
specified acts he committed, but on attachment with the position of 
ihoeditor in -chief, making both the same. Therefore, neither of 
each is to be viewed separately but in accompaniment, the court 
affirmed. Indeed, under the challenged provision tbe responsibility 
of die editor-in-chief is the attendant condition of that of the brad 
of the party. Considering the responsibility of the latter to be thar 
of die former emphasises their existence in association with the 
same features and characteristics, to the extent that the former, as 
outlined by Article 195 of the penal code, has become the - 
derivative source of that of the petitioner, the conrt explained. 

In principle, crimes reflect the inartkulated premise of criminal 
responsibility based on the assumption that everyone has a nee will 
and is thereby capable of controlling his or her behaviour. 

Therefore, only conduct violating societal -oriented values 
protected by its coercive sanctions shall be subject to tire mandates 
of penal law . Whch is to be understood, the court clarified, that in 
most crimes an evil-doing hand and an evil-meaning mind run 
together, being concurrently combined and mextricably 
interrelated- In all civilised countries the free will of the offender 
demonstrates a choice being made between evil winch should be 
avoided and rightful conduct which should be maintained. These 
selective choices are expressive of the relationship between 
prescribed penal sanctions on the one hand and the need to ascertain 
tbe existence of a mental elemem determining, on tbe other hand, 
the degree of deviance or dangerousDess of the offender. 

Hence, and in principle, an act or omission may not be 
incriminated unless voluntarily contemplated, whether intent is 
general or specific, felonious or fraudulent, embraces malice 
aforethought or simply reflects guilty knowledge, thus indicating 
in all these cases a willful desire to become involved in what is 
viewed by criminal law as inherently wrong. 

Despite the punitive nature of the challenged provision, there is 
no indication that tbe prescribed punishment was associated in 
whatever form with specific conduct materially attributed to tbe 
petitioner in contravention of the legal premise that criminal 
statues should in no way be formulated to trap others. Nor in the 
absence of the material element of a crime may an alleged offender 
be punished. The principle of the personalisation of punishment 
means that penalties proportionate to crimes are ascribed to and tbe 
property of their responsible offenders. In addition, the court 
continued, tbe determination of the materia l element in press 
crjpjes significantly bears on freedom of expression, tbe breathing 
space of which should not be interfered with or unduly subject to 
restrictions which would inhibit or frustrate its mission, being a 
vehicle of information and opinion. 

Concomitant with the presumption of innocence, is the 
enforcement of procedural rules having direct impact on the right 
to counsel, including tbe right of the accused to have witnesses in 
his favour and to be confronted with die witnesses against him. In 
the light of tbe challenged provision, publication crimes primarily 
pertain to the editor-in-chief and subordinately to tbe petitioner in 
his capacity as the head of the party in whose journal the respective 
publication took place. Viewing both under that provision as 
princ ipal offenders with respect to the crimes in question, both 
must then necessarily have the same weapons for their defence. 

J However, in violation of the principle of equal protection before 
the law and the right of defence, the petitioner was entirely 
deprived of all weapons to negate his responsibfljty which shall 
Stand in all events whenever that of the editor-in-chief was 
established. In other words, and from an analytical approach, tbe 
petitioner has become — in so far as his responsibility is concerned 
■ — dependent on that of the editor being subservient to the extent 
that whenever the responsibility of the latter is proven, that of the 
petitioner shall arise, tbe Court noted. 

' As has been previously indicated, tbe responsibility of tbe 
editor-in-chief suffices in itself, where established, to condemn the 
bead of the political party, since the latter comes into existence 
pnjy Subsequent to the etoeigence of the former. Treating the 
•former as the parentage and the latter as derivative therefrom, is 
fronting more than punishment by analogy laid down in the 
absence of inrirvidnalised patterns of incriminated conduct, the 
[Court affirmed. 

■ In addition, the criminal responsibility envisaged under the 

challenged provirion could not be perceived except on the 
,assuniptian that the bead of the parity effected with vigilance his 
control over tbe newspaper, and that due to his presumed 
[negligence, the writings complained of were published; an 
■assumption repugnant to justice and inconsistent with the natural 
[course of things upon a two-fold consideration: (1) Presupposing 
■the petitioner reviewing every word to be published and examining 
[Sender his own values die scope of punishment, will inevitably end 
An the abolition of the responsibility of the editor-in-chief, who 
•would then have no authority over the journal and therefore could 
[Hot be treated as offender of the crime of libeL (2) In addition, if 
the claimed assumption was not erroneous, tbe petitioner's 
[responsibility for slander would be separately articulated and not 
■formulated compoundedly, as is the case under the challenged 
[provision. 

i Given the fact tint the challenged provision has been tailored in 
•violation of the equal protection clause, die respect due to personal 
[liberty, the right to counsel, the personalisation of responsibility, 

•the foundations of a fair trial, die presumption of innocence, and 
die principle of the separation of powers, it contradicts articles 40, 
41, 66, 67, 79 and 165 of tbeGmstitotion. 




FRENCH Foreign Minister Herv6 ; 
de Charette arrived in Egypt last : 
Monday and met with President 
Hosni Mnbarak. The minister 
reiterated a French proposal for 
Europe to co-sponsor the peace 
process, saying that “Middle East . 

peace is a vital goal for Europe and 
France.” 

He added that France was eager 
to help resolve the impasse in the 
current peace talks despite Israel's 
objections. 

“Everybody should work for 
peace,” he said. “All efforts should 
be coordinated in this matter . 

Europe and France have their 
responsibility in thi s fid d, and 
achieving peace is a vital issue for 
France's interests in the region.” - 

De Charette made it dear that t 
France and the European Urihm : ... 
are not seeking to supplant the , .... 
United States in the peace process, ; 
saying France “acknowledges, 
approves and supports the big 
American role in the region.” - ^ 

The French minister rejoined 
French President Jacques Chirac 
yesterday in the West Bank dty of 
Ramallah. 

Chirac, who is due to arrive > 
tomorrow in Cairo, derided that de 
Charette would not accompany 
him on die Israeli leg of their 
Middle East tour to protest against 
Israel's opposition to the foreign 
minis ter’s original plan to visit .* 
Orient House, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s 
unofficial headquarters in East : j 
Jerusalem, (photo: Mohamed Hassan) 




tuba 


Rulings amass on ’95 poll 

Parliament is unlikely to heed rulings by the Court of Cassation invalidating the results of the 1995 elections in 96 constituencies. 
With even more rulings expected, both government and opposition MPs stand to lose their seats, reports Gamai Essam Ei-Din 


•• .at 


Opposition parties persistently cried foul during 
and after the parliamentary elections of No- 
vember-December 1995, charging that the vote 
had been rigged in favour of the ruling National 
Democratic Party. Their claims have received a 
boost during the past few months from a pre- 
stigious quarter — rulings by the Court of Cas- 
sation invalidating the election results in 96 out 
of the nation's 222 constituencies. The court cit- 
ed various irregularities — such as the use of 
ballot cards bearing the names of dead people — 
as the reason for its decisions. 

Additional rulings by the Supreme Ad- 
ministrative Court on the results in 98 con- 
stituencies are expected in the coming weeks 
and the opposition hopes that further annulments 
could lead to the dissolution of the People's As- 
sembly. But parliamentary sources believe this 
is highly unlikely, underlining the fact that the 
house has failed to endorse what it considers 
merely as court recommendations, rather than 
orders. MPs whose membership was declared 
invalid by the court include cabinet ministers 
and prominent NDP officials. 

According to the constitution, the Court of 
Cassation is responsible for investigating appeals 
filed against election results, while the Supreme 
Administrative Court investigates appeals filed 
against voting procedures before the announce- 
ment of the results by the Interior Ministry. 

Article 93 of the constitution states that the de- 
cisions of the Court of Cassation should be sub- 
mitted to the People’s Assembly. In order to be- 
come final, a derision must be endorsed by a 
two-thirds majority in the house. 

Following tbe 1995 elections, the Court of 
Cassation received an unprecedented 915 ap- 


peals. compared to 200 appeals following the 
1987 elections and 260 appeals following the 
1990 elections. 

According to the court’s chairman, Ahmed 
Medhat F.l-Ma ragfai. the court has so far acted 
on 218 appeals out of die 915 ft received, re- 
jecting 122 of them and invalidating the mem- 
bership of 96 deputies, mostly NDP members. 

Kamal Khaled, a lawyer who managed to have 
the People's Assembly dissolved in 1984 and 
again in 1987. by order of the Supreme Con- 
stitutional Court, attributed tbe record number of 
appeals to several causes. "First, the strong per- 
formance of the previous parliament and its suc- 
cess in addressing controversial national issues 
and directing questions to government ministers 
was a major factor in persuading opposition par- 
ties to end their boycott of elections and parlia- 
ment," said Khaled, who was an independent 
member of the outgoing Assembly. 

Khaled said that the opposition parties’ boy- 
cott of the 1990 elections had a negative effect 
on the performance of the 1990-1995 parlia- 
ment* Nevertheless, a group of 31 independents 
managed to make up for the absence of the op- 
position parties, giving a serious performance 
that won the praise of the opposition parties as 
well as tbe media, he said. 

With the end of the opposition election boy- 
cott in the 1995 elections, Khaled continued, the 
number of opposition candidates swelled to a 
record 780 out of a total of 4,014 candidates. 
The fact that only 14 opposition party can- 
didates managed to win seats, together with 
charges by human rights groups that the elec- 
tions were rigged, led the unsuccessful can- 
didates to file appeals with the Court of Cassa- 


tion and the Supreme Administrative Court. 

Another reason for the large number of ap- 
peals. Khaled said, is the fact that the 1995 elec- 
tions were contested by a large number of mil- 
lionaire businessmen. In this era of free 
enterprise in which business seeks political pow- 
er. around 57 businessmen managed to win 
seals. “The rest. frustrated by their inability to 
buy seats in parliament, filed appeals against the 
results." said Khaled. 

Moreover, he claimed that the government’s 
reluctance to conduct the elections under full ju- 
dicial control and to ensure proper voting pro- 
cedures — such as the removal of the. names of 
dead people and emigrants from voting lists — 
opened the door to wide-scale rigging, resulting 
in any appeals. 

NDP deputies whose membership was de- 
clared invalid by the Court of Cassation include: 
Mohamed Moussa. chairman of the Assembly's 
Legislative and Constitutional Committee, in the 
constituency of Minyet Al-Nasr, Daqahliya Gov- 
ern onue: Araal Osman, minister of social affairs, 
in Dokfci. Giza: .Ahmed Gweiii, minister of sup- 
ply. in Giza; Abdel-Moneim Emara. executive 
chairman of the Supreme Council for Youth and 
Sprats, in Nasr City. Cairo; Abdel-Fattnh El- 
Dali. chairman of die Assembly’s Local Ad- 
minis trad on Committee, in El-Badrashein, Giza; 
Mustafa El-Said, chairman of the Assembly's 
Economic Affairs Committee, hi Darb Negm, 
Sharqiya: Ibrahim El-Nimiki. deputy chairman 
of the Assembly's Legislative and Constitutional 
Committee, in El-Kbanka, Qalyubiya: Soraya 
Labna in Nasr City. Cairo; Fouad Abaza in Abu 
Hammad. Sharqiya: and millionaire Khaled 
Mahmoud in Rahraaniya. Beheira. 


The membership of at least four opposition 
MPs was also declared invalid. They are: the 
Wafd’s Ahmed Abu Ismail, in Samannoud, 
(rhnrhiyn; the Wafd's Fouad Badrawi. in Nab- 
arouh. Daqahliya; Tagammu’s Mohamed Shaa- 
ban, in Hadayek Al-Qobba, Cairo; and Ta- 
gomrau's Mohamed El-Dohari, in Al-Manzala, 
Daqahliya. 

Mohamed Moussa, chairman of the As- 
sembly's Legislative Committee, told Al-Ahram 
Weekly that the Assembly and the Coart of Cas- 
sation use different criteria in assessing whether 
the election in a certain constituency was rigged. 
According to Moussa, a minor irregularity, such 
as polling officers failing to sign the final report 
on the voting process, would be enough for the 
court to declare that constituency’s result in- 
valid, whereas the Assembly would not view 
such a mistake as sufficient reason to annul a re- 
sult. he said. 

“But if mistakes are proved to be grave 
enough to have had a negative effect on the 
whole voting process, then we [the legislative 
committee] will not hesitate to approve . the 
court's decision,” Moussa said. He affirmed that 
be would not chair die committee’s meeting that 
would discuss tbe appeal filed by Ahmed El- 
Hefni. a former chaiiman of the Supreme Con- 
stitutional Court and former MP, contesting the ; 
result of elections in Ms native constituency, rtf - 
Minyet AI-Nasr. The court ruled that the elec- 
tions in that constituency, which Moussa won, 
were rigged. 

By the end of last July, the Assembly's leg- 
islative committee had examined court rulings 
on the results of 47 out of 50 constituencies, re- 
jecting them alL 
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In search 
of Imhotep’s tomb 


Excavations at Saqqara may soon uncover the 
long-sought Tomb of Imhotep, antiquity’s architectural 
and medical genius. Sherine Nasr reports on the findings 


■•a , 

• i i 


A Polish archaeological mission has 
been exploring to the west of Zoser’s 
step pyramid in Saqqara in search of 
what the archaeologists believe may 
turn out to be a discovery of consid- 
erable importance. 

Professor Karol Mysliwiec, who 
beads tbe mission, believes he has 
found evidence that tbe Tomb of Im- 
hotep, venerated by the ancients as tbe 
god of medicine, may soon be un- 
earthed. 

Mysliwiec said archaeologists bad 
previously shown little interest in the 
area west of Saqqara. and that most ex- 
cavations had taken place to tbe east 
— where there are Old and Middle 
Kingdom tombs — and to tbe north — 
where tombs from the Second Dynasty 
were found by a British mission. But 
now archaeologists may have to revise 
their long-held views. 


“I was convinced that the west was 
important because that is where burial 
grounds are generally found,” he ex- 
plained. 

Acting on this theory, the mission be- 
gan to examine the whole site in 1987, 
□sing geophysical techniques and some 
excavations. “We found a wall running 
parallel to the enclosure wall of Zos- 
er’s Pyramid and dating back to the 
same period,” said Mysliwiec. 

At the time, there was no indication 
of the purpose of the wall. It was only 
this year, when the mission decided to 
extend the excavation 10 metres to the 
east and south that their wodt began to 
bear fruit. 

The archaeologists discovered that 
the wall surrounded an open-air court- 
yard which is part of a Second or early 
Third Dynasty structure yet to be fully 
excavated. “All indications show that 


the tomb belongs to a king or an equal- 
ly prestigious person, if not Imhotep 
himself, tbe architectural genius who 
first used stone for large-scale con- 
struction and who designed Zoser’ s 
pyramid,” Mysliwiec said, 

The open air courtyard displays clear 
traces of ritual fires. “There Ls a line of 
four red-coloured circles with black ar- 
eas inside them. This is one reason 
why I think the tomb belongs to an ex- 
ceptionally important person,” be said. 

Imhotep is among tbe most famous 
pharaohs of ancient Egyptian history. 
He was Zoser’s vizier and the builder of 
his funerary complex. He was also well 
known for his wisdom and, 2000 years 
after his death, was venerated as the god 
of medicine. There are statues of Im- 
hotep in museums around tbe world but 
his tomb has never been found 
If Mysliwiec's theory proves correct. 


it will be a remarkable discovery. The 
late British scholar Walter Emery 
spent years searching for tbe tomb on 
the Saqqara plateau. Finding galleries 
of mummified animals, Emery was 
convinced that he was on the right 
track, but eventually had to give up his 
search. 

Mysliwiec said that a number of fac- 
tors had combined to< n-iake him be- 
lieve that be has found the long-lost 
tomb of Imhotep. “First, it is very 
close to the Zoser Pyramid Workers at 
the site have also found small faience 
tiles and vessels similar to those used 
to decorate tbe subterranean chamber 
of Zoser’ s complex. The tomb un- 
doubtedly belongs to an important per- 
son who could afford equally precious 
decoration," he said As Zoser' s high- 
est-ranking official, Imhotep seems the 
obvious candidate. 


‘There are also two rock-hewn 
shafts, four metres long and three me- 
tres wide, which are covered with an 
extremely complicated ceiling struc- 
ture of many layers,” he. said. Un- 
fortunately, the walls are unmscribed 
The area west of the shafts has been 
fully excavated but proved to be filled 
with rubble. “They wore used as a 
camouflage to protect the actual en- 
trance to the subterranean rooms," 
. Mysliwiec said adding that he hopes 
that, by excavating to the east of the 
shafts, be may discover the actual buri- 
al chamber where the sarcophagus of 
the deceased and his funerary equip- 
ment lies. 

Tbe mission intends to continue the 
excavations eastward in die direction 
of Zoser’s pyramid in order to proceed 
systematically through the different 
strata in its attempt to reach the tomb. 




; - Man*.. 

'5! a r- 
" 6 * r Anwar 


Death threatens refugees 

Twenty-one Palestinians stranded along the Egyptian-Libyan border need to be evacuated immedi- 
ately for health reasons or, warns the UNHCR, many of them may die. Khaled Dawoud reports 


For the 200 Palestinians still stranded in a 
desert camp on the Egyptian-Libyan border 

following Libyan leader Muammar Gad- 
dafi's expulsion of all Palestinians last Sep- 
tember. living conditions are getting steadily 
worse. Gaddafi derided to expel all 30,000 
Palestinians working in Libya to protest the 
peace agreements between Israel and the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation. The Pal- 
estinians still living in the camp say they 
have nowhere else to gp. and now, as winter 
approaches, the situation has become par- 
ticularly grave for 21 of those refugees, ac- 
cording to tbe UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). 

Mohamed Boukxy. regional representative 
of the UNHCR, told a 'news conference In 
Cairo on Tuesday that all negotiations with 
the concerned parties had failed to solve the 
problem of die stranded Palestinians. Pros- 
pects for resolution of the issue were further 
dimmed following the election of Israeli 
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu in 
June, be said. 

Egypt managed to persuade Gaddafi to de- 
lay farther expulsions, although thousands of 
Palestinians have already left Libya. Egypt, 
which follows a strict policy on gr anting vi- 


sas to the Palestinians, did not allow them 
across the border. Israel also turned them 
down, contending that the future of refugees 
is one of the issues to be discussed in tbe final 
status negotiations with the Palestinians. 

“We would like to see them relocated to 
another site within Libya, far away from the 
harsh conditions of the border post," Boakry 
said, adding that the Libyan authorities did 
not oppose their return. There were, he said, 
21 Palestinians who needed to be evacuated 
immediately. They include three pregnant 
women, nine people with heart conditions 
and six diabetics. 

Ferial Ali Mahmoud Jaber, in her eighth 
month of pregnancy, “has had a difficult 
pregnancy and needs to be evacuated im- 
mediately if we want to save her life and die 
life of her baby,” Boukry said. 

A World Health Organisation doctor, who 
accompanied a UNHCR team on a visjt to the 
Palestinians’ can^p on 16-18 October, con- 
firmed that the lives bf (he pregnant women 
and tbe other sick refugees are in danger. 

“These people doukl die at any moment,” 
Boukry said. “We would like to appeal ro all 
sides and request them to immediately evac- 
uate those whose lives are in danger.” 


Teams from the UNHCR have paid 20 vis- 
its to the bonder area since the camp was set 
up in September 1995. They described it as 
“unfit for human settlement.” due to harsh 
weather conditions, with temperatures rising 
to 50 degrees centigrade in summer and 
plummeting to below zero in winter. 

Several children have suffered scorpion 
stings and Boukry died the additional danger 
of mines, left over from World War U. 

He said the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestinian refugees f UNRWA) has tried 
hard to deal with the issue. “But the problem 
is that there have been no contacts between 
UNRWA and tbe new government of Israel 
since it came to power." 

According to UNHCR spokesman Panos 
Momstzis, “the dream of all those on the bor- 
der is to return to Gaza, but this is not pos- 
sible at the moment" Boukry. however, said 
he believes that many of them are wilting to 
return to Libya, but added that there arc re- 
ports' ihat they are being pressured by a mi- 
nority to refuse for political reasons. 

The problem is- primarily political, ac- 
knowledged Boukry. “But we have to find a 
temporary solution to end die sufferings of 
ibese people.” 
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clampdown on 
Shi’ite group 

In separate security swoops,: the police arrested suspected 
members of Al-Gama’a Al-lslamjya, and clamped down on a Shi’ite 
group with alleged Iranian connections. Jaiian Haiawi reports 


Tbe Interior Ministry announced on Monday 
that 56 Egyptian Shi'ftes, accused of fo rmin g an 
underground group to propagate the ideology of 
the Iranian Revolution, had been arrested in five 
gov emorates. And in a separate statement, the 
ministry reported that 12 members and col- 
laborators of the militant Al-Garoa’a Al- 
Islamiya, including bank robbers who had es- 
caped with LE400.000 in cash, had been round- 
ed up in the southern govern orates of R*-ni Suef 
and Al-Minya. - - 

Tbe ministry said its agents had infiltrated tbe 
Shi’ite organisation at the beginning of this year, 
keeping the activities of its leaders and members 
in the goveroorates of Cairo, Giza, Sbarqiya, 
Daqahljya and Gharbiya under -dose sur- 
veillance. 

Tbe organisation had set up nnduground. 
Shi'ite centres in the five governors tes and “ex- 
tremist elements” had been recruited and in- 
structed in the principles of Shi’ism. According to . 
the ministry statement, they would eventually r 
have been sent to Iran for “advanced -naming" 
with the objective of setting up a supreme council . . 
tfaai would lead tbe Shi'ite movement in Egypt. 

With funding from local and forei gn sources 
amounting -to LEIOO.OQO, the undergr ound or-_ 
gani.4a.tion also aimed arbitrating “somepoEt-" 
ical parti es’'and using them to. propagate the Ira- 
nian ideology, the statement added. Leaders of 
the organisation, who were said to* have' visited 
Iran and established contact with leading I ranian 
and Arab Shi'ite figures, also p lann ed to “flood - 
the country” with literature and cassette tapes 
preaching tbe SM'ite faith “with tfre objective of; 


dividing the Islamic nation,” 

According to the statement, those arrested in- 
cluded Sheikh Hassan Mohamed Sheba ta, a 
graduate of an AL- A z h ar secondary school who 
worked as a preacher at a mosque in Giza. He 
was said to have played a principal role in “im- 
plementing the Shi’ite scheme arid propagating 
Iranian ideology.” " 

Other, leaders of the group were named as: 
Hussein Ali Ei-Dergharni. a merchant: Sayed 
Ali Ei-Derghami, a . driver; Ahmed Rassem 
Amin, a doctor: Mohamed Abul-Ela, un- 
employed; Ibrahim Abul-Ela, a civil servant: Sa- 
mir Ei-Kashef. a teacher, Mahmo ud Raghab 
Bekhit, a merchant; and Salem Mustafa E3- 
Sabbagh. a civil servant. They were all said to 
have visited Iran. 

The statement said die police also seized a 
large amount of cash, together with computers, 
printers and Shi'ite literature and tapes. 

. In a separate statement, the ministry said that 
four Al-Gama’a Al-Islamiya militants, who had 
held op a bank in the town of Al-Ayyat in tbe 
Goveroorate of Giza in August and escaped with 
LE400.000 in cash, had teen arrested in Giza 
and Beni Suef during the past few days. 

.. The four were also said to have been re- 
sponsible for killing two policemen in Suez 
City, firing shots at a police officers' club in 
Bem Soef and stealing a Toyota vehicle in the 
toWn of Maghagba in Al-Minya Govemorate af- 
ter lolling its owner and his son. 

In addition to the four militants, eight sus- 
pected collaborators and arms traffickers were • 
apprehended. 



The headquarters of the Shi'ite group, with banned portraits of Imam Ali, the Prophet's cousin 


Mallawi; calm but still insecure 


Residents of the village of Nadu Al-Badramaq 
near Mallawi are mourning tfcir latest .victim is 
the ongoing confrontation between security forct 
es and Islamist militants.' Nat* je Adib KyroHos, 
30, was on his way to the fields , in the early 
morning last week, when he was caught in an 
exchange of fire between , police and militants.. 
He was bit by a billies in -the forehead. ■■ 

“He thought the shooting was.far.away, but.it 
was very close and tbe bullet hit him straight in 
the bead,” said his weeping -60-year-old father. 
KyroHos wasiaacomaforfburdays, before dy- 
ing late chi Sunday in an Assiut hospital. - 

The battle, wlucb was described as fierce, raid- 
ed ina major victory for die police,, who killed 
four of the most wanted members of Al-Gaxru£e 
Al-Islamiya, thought to be responsible for a se- 
ries of mqjor attacks during the -past two years*' 
People in Nazlat EJ-Badraman said they ware 
happy that the terrorists had been killed, bat for 
Kyrollos' parents, tire militants' death .was scant 
solace for the loss of their only son, who left 
three children and a pregnant wife. They have, 
they say, had no help from the authorities.: ■ - 

“Isn’t my son-a martyr? Why doesn’t the j 
eminent care about ns, seeing that he was 


While a measure-of calm has been restored to Mallawi, where normal . life had 
been disrupted Tsy militant activity, outbreaks of violence continue to shake 
neighbouring villages. Khaled Dawoud revisits the southern Egyptian town 


in the battle against terrorism?” asked die father. 

Local police sources have praised their latest 
operation in Nazlat Al-Badraman, saying it was 
die result of close cooperation with village res- 
idents who had tipped them off about tbe mil- 
itants’ hideout in local sugarcane fields. 

Iman Ahmed, a lawyer and human rights ac- 
tivist in the nearby town of -Deir Mawwas, said 
tbe locals were becoming increasingly impatient 
with Al-Gama’a's acts of violence. 

The latest attacks by the underground group, 
she said; reflect tbeir increasing weakness, be- 
cause they are only targeting low-ranking po- 
licemen and those accused of cooperating with 
the police. “We no longer see those big attacks 
against top policemen as was the case was in the 
past.” 

- But since Al-Gama* a launched a new wave of 
attacks during the past few weeks, residents of 
Nazlat Al-Badraman apd other villages known 


as militant hotbeds, such as Tan da. Manshiya. 
Al-Roda and Al-Idara, have been living under a 
self-imposed night-time curfew. 

“People do not want to be caught in (he cross- 
fire or harassed by police if they lake the risk of 
going out at night," Ahmed said. • ■ 

In Mallawi itself, residents agreed thai the sit- 
uation has improved since the official night-time 
curfew, imposed on the city for over a year, was 
lifted about six months ago. 

Atef Abdel-Aziz El-Tohami, a teacher in Mal- 
lawi, told AI-Ahram Weekly that since the ap- 
pointment of Mansour El-Essawi as the new 
governor of Al-Minya govemorate, greater at- 
tention was being devoted to improving public 
services such as roads, hospitals and sewage. 
“As a result, people are wanning up to the gov- 
ernment and now merchants are reopening their 
shops in the hope of making up for the losses of 
the past two years.” he said. 


Essawi has won special praise for upgrading 
Mallawi's central hospital Health minister Is- 
mail Saliam visited the hospital twice in six 
months, providing new equipment and beds. 

Except for a few roadblocks, checkpoints and 
brick towers, manned by heavily-armed police- 
men. the security forces no longer maintain a 
heavy presence in Mailawi compared to the sit- 
uation before the lifting of the curfew. The only 
exception is a street in central Mallawi where 
many of the city’s jewellery shops are located. 
An armoured vehicle is positioned there and 
special forces are deployed. 

However, taxi and minibus drivers in Mallawi 
continue to complain of their treatment by the 
police. Nagi Abdel-Samad, a taxi driver, said 
police often commandeer his vehicle and use it 
to patrol tbe city and nearby villages. The same 
goes for owners of tractors, whom the police 
also force to take part in the destruction of sug- 
arcane fields where militants are believed to be 
hiding. 

“We do not mind helping the police, but we 
also warn to eat," said Abdel-Samad. Not only 
were they unpaid for their efforts, he added, but 
the police treated them in a humiliating manner. 


Retired generals 


« A retired army general is attempting to establish a new political party whose aim is to 

seek October spirit. prepare the nation for fresh confrontation with Israel. Shaded Shehab investigates 


Mohamed Moawad Gad H-Moula, a retired - army 
brigadier-general, is taking action to establish a new political 
party, whose objecrive is to revive the “^victorious spirit” of tbe 
October' 1973 "War/ Contrary to the/ late President Anwar 
El- Sadat’s pledge that there' would be no more wars between the 
two nations. Gad H-Moola believes - thai future conflict is 
inevitable. This is why we have to prepare for a fresh 
confrontation with Israel," he tol d Al-Aftrant Weekly. 

Gad El-Moula, backed by 120 other would-be founders, 
submitted an application two 'Weeks ago for a licence to 
establish an “October Party"; to the Political Parties' 
Committee — the semi-governmental body whose task is to 
consider ;the cases of groups wishing to be licenced as 
official political parties/ 


According to Gad El-Moula, the group includes six retired army 
major-generals wbo fought in tbe 1973 War, two former police 
major-generals and seven university professors. Also included are 
30 other professionals and 75 workers and peasants. 

' “Israel is not prepared to give up its ambitions. This is clearly 
- reflected in tbe declarations made by its. leaders — and not only 
Binyamin Netanyahu,” Gad El-Moala said. While stressing that 
peace was a strategic objective for Egypt, be said thar “for others, it 
appears to tea truce for catching their breath.” 

Therefore, he continued, “we have no choice but to adopt a 
platform for rebuilding a strong Egypt and preparing a new 
generation capable of fighting any attackers." 

According to Gad El-Moula, the new party's platform links 
normalising relations with Israel to “reclaiming the [occupied] land. 


establishing a Palestinian stair and showing commitment to the 
removal of weapons of mass destruction front the Middle East" 

On domestic issues, the new party champions democracy “in 
all its forms,” Gad El-Mouia said. ’’We call for the election of 
the president and vice-president by direct ballot and for the 
legislative authority to include a senate as well as the People's 
Assembly.” 

Tbe party's economic platform combines a capitalist 
programme with some elements of socialist thought, supporting 
private ownership and encouraging private enterprise while 
making strategic industries the government’s responsibility. 

To finance tbe party, members will pay a LE20 annual 
membership fee. and tbe group will also rely on private 
donations. 
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fray 
universities 


As the chairman of the Doctors Syndicate 
escalates a crusade against the newly- 
established private universities, the minister 
of education rallies to defend them. Gamal 
Essam El-Din reports on the debate 


Hamdi El -Sayed, chairman ofthe Doctors Syn- 
dicate, has t h reat e ned to file a lawsuit with tbe . 
Administrative Court .seekmg.m iry^tite to 
bar the Sixth of October Universit y *— one of 
four' newly^e^blistetf ' 

from' opening a faculty -of medicine/ EtrSbyed.. : 
contends that Sixth of -October, atong .with tbe .; 
other private colleges, 'does -not have'- tte. -nec- 
essary laboratories and hospitals to provide Sto- . 
dents with an up-to-standarri medical education. 

None of tbe new nniversfo« Tiad -prepared 
proper facilities for medical training, te~told At- .■ 
Ahmm Weekly , despite tbe fact *qi the law al- 
lowing tbeir establishment was -passed four 
years ago. “But one of them, the Sixth of Oc- 
tober University, hastily, decided to start medical 
training this year, although it lacks the necessary 
laboratories, medical facilities and^a. weD- 
defined curricula and study timetable. 

Addressing a joint meeting of- tte health and 
education committee* of the People's Assembly 
last week, El-Sayed vowed that the graduates of . 
private universities would not be admitted to tbe •• 
Doctors Syndicate, and thus wotfld not be able : 
to practise medicine. 

Explaining his position, Efc^ye^ tenself a 
member of parliament, made ftcleafti»tTie“did 
not object to tbe new law or the presidential de- 
cree that ted to the establishment: of these private 

universities. Bar what I dP objecj to is Jbeirhasty 
decision to open their doors to medical students 
before completing tbe necessary facflitks£_ • • 

He disclosed that foe syndicate fad submitted 
a memorandum to President Hosni Mubarak. 


asking him to issue instructions to private uni- 
versities that- before opening faculties of med- 
icine, ihey should first complete the construction 
of hospitals and medical laboratories. 

In an .apparent response to El-Sayed's re- 
marks, Education Minister Hussein Kamel Ba- 
haeddin said on Saturday that private uni- 
versities “are here to stay” and spoke of the 
state's “firm commitment to providing them 
with full support” The executive regulations of 
tbe Private Universities Law would be issued 
within days, Babaeddftr promised. 

El-Sayed vowed that tire Doctors Syndicate 
would stand firnfon its refusal to allow medical 
graduates of private universities to practise med- 
icine unless the universities provided tbe nec- 
essary facilities and complied with die standards 
of state universities. He added that the syndicate 
was determined to file the lawsuit with the Ad- 
ministrative Court unless the Sixth of October 
University reversed its decision to begin a 
course of medical studies on 27 October. 

Despite his previous insistence that his objec- 
tion to the Sixth of October medical school was 
not a reflection of opposition to private educa- 
tion in general, El-Sayed expressed a fear that 
private faculties of medicine would become an 
exclusive gathering place for the sons and 
daughters of tbe **rich elite who believe tbat 
their money can buy their children a good ed- 
ucation.” This fear, be said, was based on “tbe 
fact that businessmen ore (he major sponsors of 
these universities.” 

Khairi El-Samra. a member of the Shura 


Council and a former dean of Qasr El-Aini Fa- 
culty of Medicine, took a different view, strong- 
ly defending the role of private faculties of med- 
icine. “Egypt is in desperate need of this type of 
faculty, and their founders acted from patriotic 
motives and not out of sheer financial ambi- 
tion,” he argued. £l-Samiu described the educa- 
tion provided by ibe faculties of medicine in the 
state universities as “empty talk”. 

According to Samir Badawi, president of the 
Sixth of October University, his university will 
in fact be able to provide the requisite facilities 
for .a proper medical education. He said that 
Giza Governor ■ Abdel-Rehim Shehata has 
agreed to allow the training of students in a Giza 
hospital. One hundred and fifty students, whose 
total marks in the secondary school certificate 
ranged between 84 and 96 per cent, have been 
accepted by the university’s Faculty of Med- 
icine. he added. 

He also pointed out that tbe Syndicate of Phar- 
macologists has said it will allow graduates of 
the Pharmacology Faculty to join the syndicate. 
El-Sayed then accused Badawi of striking an 
“under the table” deal with the pharmacologists. 
This provoked an angry response from Badawi. 
who threatened to walk out of the meeting. El- 
Sayed then hastily apologised. 

At the end of (be debate, it was emphasised 
that the establishment of die private universities 
was not a step towards privatising the entire uni- 
versity education system. The joint meeting of 
the two committees also recommended that the 
executive regulations of tile Private Universities 


Law should make it clear that the Ministry of 
Education has the authority to supervise and 
closely monitor the performance of these private 
universities. However, the committees did not 
take a position on the issue of the medical stu- 
dents. 

Mahmoud Mahfouz. a former health minister 
and chairman of the Shura Council's Education 
and Scientific Research Committee, told the- 
Weekfy that he was strongly opposed to El- 
Sayed's policy of refusing syndicate member- 
ship to private" university medical graduates. “In 
fact,” insisted Mahfouz. who is himself tbe pres- 
ident of a new private university , “it is the Min- 
istry of Health that is officially and legally re- 
sponsible for providing medical graduates with a 
licence to practise medicine.” But. responded 
El-Sayed, syndicate membership was itself a 
precondition for a medical graduate to obtain a 
Ministry of Health licence. 

Mahfouz pointed out that the Private Uni- 
versities Law states that a representative of the 
Ministry of Education should be positioned in 
each private university and that the Supreme 
Universities Council has tte final word on the 
degrees awarded by these universities. “So, I 
don't know why tbe chairman of the Doctors 
Syndicate has made an issue out of nothing and 
passed a hasty judgement on the performance of 
the new private universities,” he argued. 

Edited by Wadie Kirolos 


Arab summit ruled out . ^ 

“ ‘ 1 \ r- 

PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak has said that Europe is entitled 
to a greater role in the Middle East peace process and ruled, — * 
out an Arab summit in the pear future. 'J 

Mubarak, as he toured (he industrial complex at Sadat City 
this week, said that Europe “must have a role in tte peace.. * 
process” Ln proportion to its influence in the region. He 
explained that 70 per cent of Israeli exports go to Europe amh^ 
that the European Union is the largest donor to both Israel _ 0 
and the Palestinians. 

Mubarak added that French President Jacques Chirac, 
is louring the region, is exerting great efforts to assist in 
resolving the Palestinian issue, even though Israel refuses "J rt l 
European mediation. , .an 

Answering reporters’ questions. Mubarak excluded the ’ 
possibility thai au Arab summit would be held in the near 3f}j 
future. The remark quashed a prediction by Palestinian . ; 

President Yasser Arafat that an Arab summit would take 
place within two months with Iraq attending. “For such a win 
summit to take place, circumstances must permit it and there;! v 
has to be a strong reason for it.” Mubarak said, adding that,., tan 
"differences between Israel and the Palestinians over 
implementing iheir agreements is noi reason enough for , v< u 

bolding a summit." 

Mubarak also reiterated his belief that the third Middle . I, S. 
East/Nonh Africa Economic Conference (MENA HI) will .»»«** 
greatly help Egypt, but noted that attendance will not be at "■* 
the highest executive level. He said Egypt is going ahead withw 
plans for the conference, to be held in Cairo from 12-14 
November, regardless of whether Israel makes progress in .txn 
negotiations with die Palestinians. He said that Israel “will'-rrrT 
pay the price” for its hardline policies. 


wnrri 

E urospace in the Middle Easjfr- 

EUROPE will not continue to play bank in the Middle Easr-fi:" 
peace process forever without carving out for itself a political iu 
role in the region, said Italy's Prime Minister Romano Prodi'roq 
during a visit to Cairo this week, reports Nevine Khaia 
Talking to reporters after meeting with President Hosni 
Mubarak for over an hour on Monday. Prodi asked: “Do yafiT 
think it is realistic that we shall go on paying for years and */ — 
years and increasing our economic presence and just shut -ccd 

Up?" irtX-31 

Prodi said he doubted that the European Union “would go i ''“ K 
on doing this job for an indefinite period.” 

Europe, spearheaded by France, has for a long time been*#im 
trying to assert itself in the Arab-Israeli peacemaking, but , 
faced strong resistance from the United States and Israel, umil 
Prodi said that tbe EU does not want to antagonise the US 
push for immediate results but wants to translate its “alreadyuia 
strong economic presence into peace action.” •"■jts't 

French President Jacques Chirac, currently on tour in tbe^uii 
region, demanded that Europe become a co-sponsor of the-^^ 
peace process along with the US and Russia. Egypt. Syria and 
the Palestinian Authority have encouraged the European n wall 
initiative but Prodi said that, during their talks, Mubarak Was^d: 
pessimistic that it would achieve quick results. ..ua-ji: 

The EU. the largest single aid donor to the Palestinian 
Authority, finds it unrealistic to attempt to separate economics 
power from political influence. “It’s nice to have an uncle 
who pays for everything bur this is only in tales, not in 
reality,” stated the Italian leader. ■"« i 

I - „ -I 

■i 1/130 
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M ilitants brought to justice^ 

NINETEEN Islamist militants are facing trial by tbe Supremeui 
State Security Court in connection with the assassination oftK».*> 
police officer and two bomb attacks in 1993 and 1994. The-J7ui 
militants, who belong to the underground Al-Gama’a Ai- jiU to 
Islamiya, are accused of killing Lt. Col. Ahmed Shaalan 
the State Security Investigation Department at Shoubra -iiTo 
El-Kheima. an industrial suburb north of Cairo. They are abac? 
charged with bombing two cinemas in Helwan and a touristliuu 
bus in* Old Cairo, killing a police conscript and wounding Rtoh 
Egyptians and foreigners. : 'll 

The accused confessed that they bombed the two Helwanqim 
cinemas because they showed movies of the Cairo Film ■ ■ bnfi 
Festival containing sex scenes. The assassination of ShaalaterTT 
was an act of revenge for tbe death of a militant as be 
attempted to escape after taking part in the attack on the *:qlo 
cinemas. The bombing of the tourist bus was intended to ■•■oni 
discredit the government, the accused said. “’wot 

Nine of them face the death penalty. . .Iriig 

* 


Bakri on trial 


PROSECUTION authorities have decided to put Mustafa 1 ‘ ^ 
Bakri, former chief editor of the newspaper Al-Ahrar . • 

mouthpiece of the Liberal Party, and one of tbe r, ' ,nl 

newspaper’s reporters, on trial by the Supreme State -»-« 
Security Court on charges of libel, bribery and forgety. Theiu 
action was taken against Bakri and reporter Ahmed Fikri 11 " 
for publishing a news story considered defamatory to Jihan>> » 
El-Sadat, widow of the late President Anwar El-Sadat, artfl' 
her family. 

The story, published on 19 August, carried the sensational " " 
headline: “Jihan El-Sadat has an illegitimate child.” But. ; 
according to newspaper officials, it was intended to expose^ '**»''• 
the malpractices of civil servants at birth registration offices: 
Fikri obtained a birth certificate and registered himself as^ 
the father, and Jihan El-Sadat as the mother, of a baby boy: ,: “"* 
Toward tbe end of the story. Fikri acknowledged that the , ■-< 
certificate contained false information and tbat be managed tty' 1 
acquire it after bribing a civil servant at tbe registry office. HC- 
said he used the name of Mrs Sadat to show how public •• ■'-u* 
figures could unwittingly become involved in forgery and 
bribery. •••'•■»* 

The civil servant. Kama! Zaki Garass, is facing trial ou •• _• 
charges of bribery. 

After the publication of the story caused a furore, Bakri was" 
dismissed from the post of Al-Ahrar ' s chief editor by the : -■ 
Liberal Party chairman. Mustafa Kamel Murad. Bakri is ■< 
facing another trial on charges of slandering Mohamed 
Mahgoub, former minister of Avtqaf [religious endowments]." u| 

■ •Hun 
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Business only at MENA III 


With less t ban three weeks to go before 
the start of the Cairo Middle East and 
North Africa Economic Conference 
(MENA ID), the organisers, the Egyptian 

Foreign Minis try and the Geneva-based 
World Economic Forum, are putting the 
final touches on preparations for the 
event The conference will group del- 
egates form 88 states, 65 Arab and inter- 
national organisations and financial in- 
stitutions, and over 1,000 key 
businessmen. 

MENA HI, which is the successor to 
the 1994 Casablanca Conference and the 
I99S Amman Conference, is intended to 
be “a conference for business”, said Am- 
bassador Ahmed Abul-Kheir, toe confer- 
ence's assistant coordinator at toe Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs. Consequently, be 
told Al-Ahrom Weekly, toe ministry is at- 
tempting to facilitate and promote match- 
making opportunities between toe vari- 
ous international businessmen who will 
attend. 

That much is clear at least from toe 
theme of the conference, which was se- 
lected as “Building for the Future: Creat- 
ing an Investor-Friendly Environment”. 
Promoting investment and economic de- 
velopment in toe region is toe focus, he 
stated 

To smooth out toe match-making path 
and provide an environment conducive to 
business, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
has, among other things, arranged for a 
special secretariat to facilitate arranging 
appointments and designating booths for 
meetings between businessmen. It has 
also sought to organise toe establishment 
of business centres for some 18 countries, 
including toe US, Israel and Palestine. 

.Aiding toe ministry with the prepara- 
tions is the World Economic Forum 
<WEFl, headed by Claus Schwab. The 
WEF’s president, who arrived in Cairo 
late last week to meet with President Hos- 
ni Mubarak and Foreign Minster Amr 
Moussa. explained that toe forum’s in- 
volvement in MENA III is manifold. 
First, it helps in mobilising the business 
community. 

‘T have to say that this was not very 
easy this tone, because if you put youiseif 
is the place of a company's president and 
look, for example, at the outcome of toe 
recent Washington summit, you have 
doubts.” Schwab told the Weekly. “There- 
fore, we were working hard in order to 
mobilise a very strong business con- 
tingent... Jt tbe conference." 

"fhe WEF was also involved in sending 
imitations to ministers of finance, econ- 


As the final preparations for MENA Hi fall into place, the conference's organisers and par- 
ticipants fear that regional political tension may undermine its success, writes Doaa El-Bey 


orny and development of various coun- 
tries, and is taking an active role in over- 
seeing the organisation of toe meetings 
and toe networking process. 

“Networking is a very Impo rt a nt factor 
because it ensures that every participant 
who comes to toe meeting is able to lo- 
cate a counterpart who shares toe same 
strategic interests," said Schwab. “Now, 
this can be done via projects. For ex- 
ample, we have prepared a project list 
that will allow people to scan available 
opportunities in advance of toe confer- 
ence. We will also provide a powerful 
and sophisticated E-mail and networking 
system linked to an electronic database 
which allows toe participants to immedi- 
ately identify others with similar inter- 
ests.” 

But as toe organisers conclude their 
preparations and toe delegates ready 
themselves for MENA m, politics and 
economics have found themselves to be 
uneasy bed-fellows. Doubts have 
emerged about the success of the confer- 
ence in light of the recent political ten- 
sion in toe region. 

Abul-Kheir noted that the problems 
confronting the peace process might have 
an impact on the outcome of die confer- 
ence. “I say ’might’ because we have 
some time until toe conference begins. A 
breakthrough might take place, but with- 
out that breakthrough, we cannot avoid 
this unfortunate situation,” be stated. 
“We need a breakthrough to make this 
conference a completely business-like 
gathering.” 

One such breakthrough, said Abul- 
Kheir, could be an agreement on the Heb- 
ron troop redeployment, an issue that has 
for months been a bone of contention be- 
tween Israeli and Palestinian officials. 
However, on its own, a Hebron settle- 
mem may not be enough. 

“What would satisfy us is not only an 
agreemen t on Hebron, but also a very 
quick and serious move to continue tire 
peace process as well,” be noted. “Of 
course, this situation will have an impact 
on toe outcome of toe conference.” 

Elaborating on this point, Abul-Kheir 
pointed out that MENA HI is a direct 
spin-off of the 1991 Madrid talks. This 
conference in Cairo, he stressed, is based 
on the principle of regional cooperation, 
but cooperation is likely to be more fic- 


tion than feet if the peace process con- 
tinues on its current course. 

The stumbling blocks that have Uttered 
the path to peace, however, will not nec- 
essarily preclude toe promotion of inter- 
Arab cooperation during MENA m, said 
Abul-Kheir. To date, he said, toe Arabs 
have concluded many economic agree- 
ments through the framework of the Arab 
League, and also recently agreed cm the 
establishment of a regional free trade 
area. 

“The Arabs should cooperate and or- 
ganise themselves in order to formulate a 
unified position at the conference,” stated 
Abul-Kheir. “Arab interests should come 
first,” he stressed, adding that “losing our 
identity wi thin toe framework of tbe new 
regional arrangements will have a very 
negative impact on the Arab world.” 

Schwab agrees that the conference will 
stress toe business angle, but believes that 
politics will not be as much of a sticking 
point as many may fear. In die final anal- 
ysis, he said, while the peace process will 
be determined by political decisions, it is 
important to remember that the economic 
dimension is very important and is linked 
to die political dimension. 

“There is no peace without economic 
progress, and in order to sustain any polit- 
ical progress it is very important to 

have the involvement of the business 
community stated Schwab. 

Nevertheless, despite a desire to wit- 
ness die realisation of substantial steps on 
toe road to peace, Schwab is quick to 
point out that the show must go on. It 
would have been difficult to postpone the 
conference until a favourable political cli- 
mate is created, he stated, because the 
Ca s afrlaneg and Amman conferences 
have in hated a cer tain dynamism and 
momentum. 

“Everyone realised that if toe confer- 
ence was postponed or cancelled, toe mo- 
mentum would have been lost and not 
easily regained,” said the WEF president 
That much is clear, he added, by tbe feet 
that toe Egyptian government decided to 
go ahead with MENA m, as planned. In 
reaching tins decision, toe government 
did not succumb to any outside pressure, 
stressed Schwab, referring to recent fears 
that Egypt would delay or cancel toe con- 
ference because of Israeli intransigence 
on toe Hebron and other issues linked to 


toe peace process. 

With this, Abul-Kheir concurs. The 
conference, he said, is an invaluable op- 
portunity for Egypt and Egyptian busi- 
nessmen to highlight tbe country's 
progress on toe economic reform front, 
and to attract foreign investment In 
short, he noted, the pros of holding toe 
conference as scheduled by fer out- 
weighed tbe cons. 

“The business world, of course, would 
like to witness political progress and re- 
gional stability,” Schwab told toe Weekly. 
“But the of businessmen is to do 
business, and the Cairo conference will 
be instrumental in facilitating trans- 
actions.” 

In this tight, MENA in is toe logical 
continuation of toe previous two econom- 
ic conferences held in Morocco and Jor- 
dan. “If you look at toe Casablanca con- 
ference, It was viewed by toe business 
community as a curiosity. If you look at 
the Amman conference, it was a chance 
for businessmen to get acquainted,” said 
Schwab. “But in Cairo, toe objective is to 
do business.” 

Given these p repara t i ons, the success of 
toe conference will, to a great extent, be 
measured by how well all toe various fee- 
tors fell into place. The conference's pro- 
grammes will be instrumental in brin g in g 
toe delegates together. MENA IQ. he 
said, boasts a complex programme in- 
cluding 50 different sessions, each with a 
number of activities. These sessions will 
serve as valuable networking op- 
portunities. “Everything is in place to en- 
sure that participating business leaders 
will find partners and can also be in- 
volved in concrete regional development 
projects,” Schwab explained. 

This kind of rmag p-hnflding and net- 
working, it seems, will be toe deciding 
factor for tbe conference's success, and 
could offset any negative effects of a 
seemingly-stalled peace process. Judith 
Barnett, acting deputy assistant secretary 
for tbe Middle East and North Africa at 
the internati onal Trade Administration, 
said via Woridnet Dialogue, a satellite 
hookup through tbe US Information 
Agency's Woridnet Network, that the po- 
litical tension has left its mark on re- 
gional cooperation but has not affected 
bil ate ral cooperation. 

“We would be in complete denial nor to 


admit that there is a certain degree of sad- 
ness. as we go into this conference, vis-a- 
vis the regional projects.” stated BametL 
“The Jordan Valley projects are slow, toe 
regional business council is slow and toe 
Middle East Bank is slow. But toe bi- 
lateral projects are not slow." 

Highlighting the factors likely to be of 
importance to US companies attending 
the conference, Barnett said they will 
mainly focus on bilateral projects be- 
tween toe US on one band and Egypt, 
Oman and Jordan and other states on toe 
other, for example. 

“I firmly believe that those projects will 
go abeadl especially since... people are 
adapting psychologically to the peace 
process." she noted, adding that this ad- 
justment process takes time. For ex- 
ample, tune months after toe Amman 
conference. 50 of the 150 companies that 
went to Amman, returned to Jordan to 
look ar projects and bid on tenders. 
Throughout the Middle East, she stated, 
US companies have been bidding on and 
winning major projects. 

Basically, stressed Barnett, “it is not 
worth toe time of a corporate president or 
vice-president to come to a conference 
that is just a conference — toe bottom 
line has to be there, or they won't.” In 
other words, they are coining to find in- 
roads into a regional market of nearly 200 
milli on consumers, and toe most logical 
launching point for expanding these busi- 
ness ties would be through Egypt or Is- 
rael, she stressed. 

To this end, Barnett explained that two 
weeks ago, US ambassadors throughout 
the Midtoe East organised a promotional 
tour to toe US for some of the region’s 
businessmen. Tbe tour, which included 
stops in New York, Dallas and Los An- 
geles, was well received. “We had 130 
companies in Los Angeles, 150 in New 
York and 130 in Dallas promising to at- 
tend the conference,” said BametL In all, 
nearly 600 US private businessmen and 
corporate representatives will at tend 
MENA EEL “We're almost full,” she stat- 
ed “We need almost no more pro- 
motion.” 

In addition to the ambassadors’ tour, 
toe US Department of Commerce has be- 
gun toe match-making process. “We are 
going to contact every single registrant 
from toe US side, provide them with a list 
of who is going to participate from the 
Midtoe East, so that we can match-make 
appointments and provide all US com- 
panies attending with a full schedule,” 
she added. 


Privatisation’s boom and gloom 

Economic experts tell Gamai Essam El-Din that speedy privatisation may be good for the state budget, but it is not without its faults 


Although government efforts to 
accelerate toe privatisation pro- 
gramme have resulted in toe sale 
of shares in a large number of 
public sector companies over toe 
last two months, experts say the 
pace of the programme has neg- 
atively impacted on toe privat- 
isation process itself. 

Discussing the government's 
latest moves, Public Sector Min- 
ister Atef Ebeid noted at a recent 
press conference, that the ac- 
celeration in toe pace of privat- 
isation has successfully resulted 
in toe sale of more than 50 per 
cent of the government's hold- 
ings in 13 public sector en- 
terprises. Encouraged by the suc- 
cess of toe recent sales, the 
government then announced 
plans to sell off toe majority of 
its shares in another 91 com- 
panies over the next two years, of 
which 27 are to be offered on 
the stock exchange and 64 to 
strategic investors. 

However, a number of econom- 
ic observers and brokerage com- 
panies noted that the govern- 
ment's decision to speed up 
sales has led to a deviation from 
toe prime objectives of toe pri- 
vatisation programme in a num- 
ber of ways. 

According to Mustafe El-Said, 
a former economy minister »nH 


Market report 


chairman of the People's As- 
sembly Economic Committee, ac- 
celerating the programme, over a- 
short period of time has resulted 
in tbe fragmentation of own- 
ership in newly-privatised com- 
panies among a very large num- 
ber of subscribers. 

For example, he said, this was 
evident in the privatisation of 
Kafr El-Zayat Pesticides and 
Chemicals (KZ) and El-Nasr 
Company for Dehydration of Ag- 
ricultural Products (NCDAP), 
two profitable public sector en- 
terprises. 

The two companies decided to 
sell off 600,000 and 240,000 
shares respectively, but due to 
significant investor interest, both 
companies, in an attempt to meet 
all requests, resorted to allocating 
only 5 shares to each subscriber. 
As a result, the shares were dis- 
tributed among a large number of 
subscribers. 

“We cannot assume that this 
large number of shareholders, 
each owning only 5 shares, will 
have any influence on toe com- 
pany's management decisions, or 
improve performance in toe com- 
pany,” El Said said. 

Amany Harried, executive man- 
ager of Okaz Brokerage Com- 
pany, agrees with El-Said. She 
says that toe government's bid to 


speed up privatisation was 
praised by international financ ial 
organisations such as the IMF 
and toe World Bank, yet it 
brought the stock market a bevy 
of problems. 

The first of these, she ex- 
plained, is due to the “allocation 
system”, in which the holding 
company that is putting the 
shares up for sale is forced to al- 
locate shares proportionally to 
meet toe increased demand 

This system, she said, makes it 
difficult for brokerage companies 
to generate satisfying commis- 
sions on their privatisation sales 
since a brokerage company usu- 
ally charges clients a LE2 per 
share commission on each re- 
quest if it succeeds in buying 
them tiie entire number of shares 
requested. But the allocation sys- 
tem prevents brokers from re- 
alising a reasonable profit margin 
because commissions on these 
kinds of sales are less than LF.7, 
per share. 

This system is also leading to 
wide-scale speculation on the 
market Confronted with this 
challenge, Hamed said that bro- 
kerage co mpan ies and mutual 
funds resorted to what is now 
called on the stock market “un- 
der-the-table deals” in an attempt 
to double their transactions and 


raise their c ommiss ions on 
shares. 

Jo get around tbe allocation 
system, brokerage companies 
submit requests for shares using 
the names of relatives, friends 
and cooperative clients in order 
to purchase as many shares as 
possible. They then resell these 
shares to other clients at higher 
prices, taking advantage of Egyp- 
tian and foreign investor interest 
in purchasing public sector 
shares up for sale on the stock 
market 

This kind of speculation con- 
tributed to toe skyrocketing of 
share prices to unrealistic levels, 
Hamed said, citing toe example 
of the shares of South Cairo and 
Giza Mills and Bakeries Com- 
pany, which increased from 
LE26 last May to their current 
level of LB60 and Kafr El-Zayat 
Pesticides and Chemicals, which 
jumped from LE29 in August to 
LE48 this month. 

*This type of speculation took 
on new dimensions when the 
government decided two months 
ago to speed up, in a short period 
of time, toe privatisation of 
around 15 companies," she stat- 
ed. 

Moreover, the feet that toe gov- 
ernment sells public sector shares 
on the stock market at fixed pric- 


es is another major reason behind 
toe emergence of this “black 
market," noted Mustafe El-Said. 

“Fixing toe share prices pro- 
vides individuals and brokerage 
companies with a golden op- 
portunity to generate greater 
profits through trading these 
shares later at higher prices,” he 
said. “It also comes at tbe ex- 
pense of the government, which 
is denied the fair market value 
for toe sale of its public*«a§set 
The government should auctibn- 
off these shares, selling them to 
toe highest bidder.” 

Hamed also suggested that the 
cabinet's Privatisation Com- 
mittee should draw up a new pri- 
vatisation programme with a 
clear-cut schedule. This new pro- 
gramme, she said, should be 
based on toe privatising of only 
eight companies per m onth with 
the Capital Market Authority and 
brokerage companies informed of 
the names of the companies as 
early as possible so that they 
have time to analyse these com- 
panies' balance sheets in order to 
better advise their clients. Right 
now, she said, brokerage com- 
panies discover the narrate of 
companies to be privatised only 
through the newspapers. 

Sabry Ag lan, an adviser to Atef 
Ebeid, admitted tom- speeding up 


the privatisation process has 
created some problems, but 
argued that toe actions of in- 
vestors and brokerage companies 
on the market were the real cause 
of these problems. Aglan sated 
that toe government has adopted 
various methods of privatisation, 
including direct sales to a stra- 
tegic investor, selling to em- 
ployees, competitive bidding and 
public subscription. 

“We have more than one op- 
tion to ensure that the privat- 
isation programme achieves the 
best results.” he said. 

The policy of setting a fixed 
price for the shares to be traded, 
he said, is toe product of detailed 
studies conducted on the com- 
panies to be sold. Tbe policy is 
also mainly aimed at providing a 
large number of investors, ir- 
respective of their income, an op- 
portunity to buy into these com- 
panies. The feet that some of 
these investors re-sell Ae shares 
at a higher price in order to re- 
alise sizable profits on toe short 
run is beside toe point. 

Aglan said that toe holding 
company which conducts the 
public offering is usually forced 
to resort to toe allocation system 
in an attempt to meet toe rock- 
eting demand fin* shares of new- 
ly-privatised companies. 
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FOR THE third week in a row, the new central depository system 
inadvertently thwarted trading activity as brokers, who wee 
struggling to femiiiarise themselves with the setup, were con- 
fronted wife a system crash. On 13 October, trading temporarily 
ground to a hair as toe new computer system crashed due to an 
overload of clearing and settlement orders. But, based on toe trad- 
ing at hand, toe General Market Index dropped by 1.52 points to 
close at 232.68 for the week ending 1 7 October. 

The market's big winners again were toe grilling companies, 
with the Middle and West Delta Mills Company recording toe 
highest value of transactions. Trading LE14.7 million in shares, 
the company’s stock transactions accounted for 16.73 per cent of 
total trading on tire market Also under toe spotlight, the Upper 
Egypt Mills Company shares were the most actively traded, cor- 
nerfog 17,6 2 per cent of the total turnover. However, toe shares of 
boto comjwuies closed lower than their opening price, with the 
Middfe andW«t Delta's shares dropping by LEI to level off at 
LE52 r 5 w hile those of tbe Upper Egypt Mills closed at LE45.2 
compared to then opening price of LE46.75. 

It was toe shares of toe Mayo Publishing and P rintin g House 
(Dar Mayo) which registered tbe greatest increase in value, gain- 
55? per cent on their opening value to level off at LEI 0.5. 
On the ot her hand, shares of the Cairo Housing and Development 
Company registered a 22.48 per cent decrease in value to close at 
LEI 3.9. Similarly, shares of toe Alexandria Portland Cement 
Company lost LE22.25 per share to level off at LE422.75, while 
those of the Alexandria National Iron and Steel Company 
dropped by LE7 to close ai LEI 46. 

The financial sector fared well during tbe week, with its index 
gaming 6.6 points to close at 290.23 points. Credit International 
Bark’s shares gained LE30 to end at LE335, while those of the 
National Societe Generate Bank gained LE28 to level off at 
LE508. Shares of the Commercial International Bank, however, 
lost LF . 7 5 per share to close at LE440. 

In all, the shares of 24 companies increased in value, 25 de- 
creased and 34 remained unchanged. 

Edited by Ghada Ragab 




UNCC pays 
out claims 

THE GOVERNING Council of the United 
Natio ns Compensations Commission 
(UNCC). during its 22nd session tins month 
in Geneva, approved toe sixth and final in- 
stalment of claims submitted by individuals 
wbo bad to depart from Iraq or Kuwait as a 
result of the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 
These compensation awards fell u n der the 
category “A” claims. With this final in- 
stalment, which equals roughly £320 million 
for 80,500 claimants, over 922,000 claims in 
category “A” have been approved and a total 
amount of about 53.2 billion has been award- 
ed. 

The total value of compensations awarded 
by the council to date has reached $4 billion, 
a figure which includes the amounts ap- 
proved for category “A” claims, as well as 
category “B” claims for serious personal in- 
jury or death, and category “C” , which in- 
volves individual claims up to *100,000. 
However, only 513.5 million has hero actual- 
ly paid to the 4.000 category “B" cl a ima n ts, 
due to a lack of available resources. 

The availability of funds largely depends 
on toe implementation of Security Council 
Resolution 986 providing for toe oti-fbr-fbod 
H«ii which allows Iraq . sell S2 billion in 
oQ over an initial period c r six months. Thir- 
ty per cent of the proceeds cf this sale would 
go to toe Compensation Fund for toe pay- 
ment of claims. Members of the council stat- 
ed that all parties should exert toe utmost ef- 
fort to boost the implementation of 
Resolution 986. Until this resolution is im- 
plemented, funds are made available through 
Resolution 778, which urges c^_n tries hold- 
ing Iraqi funds, oil and oU products, as well 
as those owing money to Iraq for oil, to re- 
lease these assets to the UN. 

The Governing Council is expected to hold 
its next meeting in mid-December. The 
council was created in 1991 as a subsidiary 
organ of toe Security Council to decide cat 
claims submitted by victims of Iraq's seven- 
month occupation of Kuwait. 

Bank plan 
shelved 

THE INTERNATIONAL sanctions impos ed 
on Libya five years ago have undermined 
plans to establish a joint Egyptian-Libyan 
bank for the financing of trade between toe 
two countries. The bank was also to oversee 
financial operations and transactions between' 
the two nations. 

“The time is not yet ripe to establish a joint 
bank between toe two countries,” said A6- 
del-Sanar Ishra. secretary-general of the 
Egyptian Federation of Chambers of Com- 
. merce. 

Ishra stated that toe idea discussed recently 
in Tripoli by a committee formed to facilitate , 
trade between Egypt and Libya was shelved 
due to the economic boycott imposed on Lib- 
ya by the US and Europe and the feet that 
- Libyan assets in foreign hanks may be fro- 
zen. However, toe two countries are search- 
ing for alternatives. 

“There is, among other proposals, the idea 
/of opening a bank account in each of toe two 
countries to settle toe tab for import and ex- 
port transactions, commodity exchanges and 
'run periodic clearance settlements for busi- 
nessmen,” said Ishra. 

IG share offer 

THE HOLDING Company for Chemical In- 
dustries is inviting anchor investors to bid for 
the 90 per cent offering in its wholly-owned 
subsidiary. Industrial Gases (IG). The of- 
fering includes 72,000 shares of toe com- 
pany’s equity while the remaining 8,000 
shares are earmarked for IG’s Employee 
Shareholder’s Association. 

Azza Abul-Farag, bead of IG’s technical 
department said that offering toe company's 
shares through public subscription had not 
been envisaged because IG is looking for an 
anchor investor to inject investments needed 
to modernise its plants and market its prod- 
ucts. 

“Bidders have to demonstrate their ability 
to improve the company's market share and 
upgrade its technical position,” said Abul- 
Farag. 

IG has long considered selling a large stake " 
of its equity, and foreign and local investors 
were invited to visit the company’s plants in 
older to femiiiarise themselves with Its pro- 
duction techniques and product line. Bidders 
have until the aid of November to submit 
their bids. 

IG posted an after-tax net profit of LE&5 
million on sales totalling LE43 million dur- 
ing fiscal year 1995-1996. 
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^sawing fortunes 


Doaa El-Bey assesses the fluid 
situation in Iraqi Kurdistan where 
positions are changing hands fast 


The ongoing attacks and counter-attacks r»Hng pl a ce 
in Iraqi Kurdistan between the two main Kurdish fic- 
tions, the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) and the 
Poplar Union of Rnnfista {PUK), demonstrate the 
fragility of the political settlement of -the Kurdish 
question implemented in the wake of the Gulf War. 
Although 3 Kurdish parliament based on a 50-50 for- 
mula was set up in 1991, fee' two Krmiish partoeis 
filled to bury their differences^ ami cooperated iw an'di 
tbey have engaged in a civil war that has taken the 
fives of more than 2,000 Kurds once 1994, 

The recent fighting leaves the region on the brink -of 
an all-out war. The KDP massed thousands of fighters 
around the region's de facto capital Arbil fist week 
and vowed to defend zt against fee PUK at all costs. 
The PUK, bad earlier succeeded in re-establishing its 
hold on most of fee positions it tod lost during fee 31 . 
August intervention of the Iraqi anned' forties on fee 
sideofffie/KDP.' 

Pointing to possible further Iraqi mterveaition, Iraqi 
tanks allegedly have taken up offensive positions 
20km away from ArbiL This move was described by 
the Iraqi National Congress (INC), an umbrella organ- 
isation for fee Iraqi opposition, as a dangerous de- 
velopment. In a statement issued in London las t week, 
fee INC called upon the international community to 
prevent the Iraqi president from taking mflftazy action 
feat would violate Security Council Restitution 688 
and would worsen fee humanitarian tragedy 'already 
unfolding in northern. Iraq. ■ ■ 


The situation in Iraqi Kurdistan, to say the least, is 
volatile. The balance of power keeps an shifting bo 
tween fee two fictions. Last month, the KDP was in 
control of the prcvfeus PUK strongholds of Arbi! and 
Snfeymaniya as wcD as Koi Saqjaq, Degafi, and other 
small localities. In fee heft of mimaiy victory, KDP 
leader Massoud Barzani had declared that his rival 
PUK leader Jahd Tafitoni and his party were finished 
politically and nutitarily. In fee same vein, he bad is- 
sued an amnesty feti» fighters of the PUK . 

Last week, however, only one month after the fell of 
Sulaymamya to fee KDP, fee PUK managed wife fee 
presumed help of Iran to recapture Sulaymamya, as 
well as Koi Sanjaq, Degafi and other small localities 
while moving towards ArbiL It was Tafibani's turn to 
declare that Barzani was finished, politically and. to is- 
sue a ^rHaalaranestytotbe KDP fighters. 

In another reversal of fortunes, Barzani’s forces 
launched a major counter-attack last Friday, after hav- 
ing regained control over the key town of Koi 1 Sanjaq 
a few days earlier. This KDP counter-attack resulted 
in the recapture of Qala Diza and Dukan on Sunday, 
leaving only Sufiymaruya in the hands of fee PUK. 
The next day, however, fee PUK was able to regain 
full control of Dukan and fee strategic hydroelectric 
Dukzri' Dam which supplies both Arbil and Su- 
laymaxriya. The recapture of fee Dukan Dam enabled 
fee PUK to cut off the power Bupply to Arbil and to 
block fee way to Sulaymaniya. On Monday, nev- 
ertheless, Barzani dcclaredtbat he would be able to re- 


capture Sulaymamya within 48 hours. 

One thing is certain qqw: fee two-year conflict 
proved that neither of fee two factions can achieve a de- 
cisive victory imless supported by an external power. 

Also, the longer the infighting continues, fee more 
difficult a settlement of the conflict will be. Further 
fueling the fire, the recent attacks and counter-attacks 
have convinced both parties drat fee other has be- 
trayed the Kurdish While fee PUK accuses Bar- 
zani of selling out to Saddam Hussein, fee KDP ac- 
cuses the PUK of bringing ban into fee conflict. The 
KDP c laims feat thousands of Iranian revolutionary 
guards together wife fee Badr regiment, the wing of 
fee Iraqi Shi’ite Supreme Council based in and sup- 
ported by Iran, were taking part in fee fighting. 

Mohamed Merouf, fee KDP spokesman in London, 
told Al-Ahram Weekly feft.tbe fact that fee PUK has 
arms is strong proof feat Iran is supplying them with 
weapons. “When Tafibani was defeated last month, 
his forces crossed the border into Iran. The Iranian au- 
thorities confiscated all their weapons. Then where 
did they get the weapons they used in entering Su- 
laymaniya?” he asked. He added that Arbil is still in 
fee hands of fee KDP and “we will defend it till the 
end". He expressed a deep fear that fee Iranian inter- 
vention will lead to Iraqi retaliation aid the eruption 
of a regional war. 

The PUK strongly denies getting help from Iran. A 
PUK official source in London described the accusa- 
tion as “an unfounded lie.” He ascribed it to the 


KDP’s attempts to tarnish the image of the PUK and 
to justify seeking the help, of Iraqi troops to capture 
Arbil fist August. He emphasised that the PUK 
achieved its recent victory through self-reliance, only 
“making use of fee people's dissatisfaction wife the 
Iraqi troops’ intervention at fee request of the KDP.” 
He ruled out that the current situation sets fee 
for an Iranian -Iraqi confrontation “simply hBrenigp fee 
Iranian troops are not present in fee region. The PUK 
will never allow any country to interfere in the region 
as fee KDP did." 

Rhetoric aside, Iraqi Kurdistan is still part of Iraq 
and any equation between Iraq and any other foreign 
power is simply wrong. But what can Iraq do, given 
all the constraints imposed on it? There are only two 
options: either to directly support fee KDP in its battle 
wife fee PUK or to play fee role of fee mediator be- 
tween the two parties. The first option may subject 
Iraq to another US missile attack and the post- 
ponement of the badly needed oil -for- food deal. It can 
also involve the region in a foil-scale war. The second 
option is more viable. 

Hopes have been raised about the success of Amer- 
ican mediation in settling fee differences between the 
two warring fictions. US Assistant Secretary of State 
Robert Pellexreau met separately wife both Barzani 
and Tafibani this week and called on both to stop 
fighting immediately. But America has made the same 
call several times- in the last two years. Will fee call be 
heeded this time? 


Erbakan survives — for now 


Turkey's secularists are waging a battle against the coun- 
try's first Islamist premier. Omayma Abdel- Latif reports 


and secular newspapers engaged in public 
slinging matches. Secular newspapers have 
been «»nmg for an end to the coalition 
gov ernm ent to save what they described as 
“the nation’s secular soul,” which has been 
const a ntly threatened since Refill came to 
power. MUIiyet and Bwrfyet, two secular- 
oriented newspapers, reported that fee op- 
position Democratic Left Party ' (DSP) 
leaded Bulent Ecevjt, has balled on Meant 
■Yifinaz and Tansn CiDer to reach an agree- 


Alfeough Turkish Prime Minister Nec- 
mettin Erbakan emerged unscathed from 
fee latest threat to his leadership, escaping 
a censure motion by opposition parties, 
secularists in Turkey believe that fee sweet 
taste of victory will be short-lived as they 
vowed to continue their efforts to bring 
down his three-month-old coalition gov- 
ernment. 

Speaking to Al-Ahram Weekly .-eaxfiec 
this week, some Turkish analysts said feat 
there is more to the cur re n t 
crisis than meets fee eye. 

“This is primarily a battle 
between fee secularists 
and the Islamists. . It has 
very little to do wife Er- 
bakan's visit to Libya, 
damag in g Turkish pride or 
questionable foreign pol- 
icies. The secularists were 
waiting for any mistake 
and they jumped an the 
first one they got,” Gengiz 
Gander of the moderate 
Sabbah newspaper, told the 

r eekfy. 

Voicing a similar opin- 
ion, pro-Refah sources in 
Ankahtfoel that it is not an 
issue of Erbakan^ visiting tefct 
Libya, but one of Er- ■■ 
baton’s attitude as dis- . 
played thus fir m : bis premiership. ‘Tt was 


meat and farm anew coalition. 

obvious feft-feosetopposed to fte’Refih/ - •- "Turkey cannot stand the Refih/DYP 
True Path Party’s (DY^ coalition govern- coalition any longer. If the DYP and fee 
meat, wonlddo everything irr their power . Motherland Party (ANAP) came together 


to sabotegeiff»tt^^{fehm€0rik;ia-pron^. 
inent Tu rkish columnist told fee We^kfy ^ . 

Cevik added that fee government was 
also at fault becanse-ifc refused tp jpve se- 
rious consideration l td mx^gfrrihga . .ex- 
pressed tty the foreign mmistty regarding 
fee visit to Libya, hastily; arranging, the ■ 
tour at fee last. minute.. All. these- firings 
contributed to the fifltire of the trip. 

For the fist two weds, .since Erbakan 
made his Africa, tour; which, included. 
Egypt, Libya and Nigeria, fee pre-fciamist : 


rug coalition, three opposition parties — 
ANAP, DSP and the Nationalist Action 
Party — have presented two motions in 
parliament railing for an investigation of 
Erbakan’s visit to Libya. 

"This campaign may tarnis h Erbakan’s 
reputation, but it is not strong enough to 
topple the coalition, especially while Tan- 
su CiDer firmly supports it,” a Refih mem- 
ber told the Weekly in a telephone inter- 
view from Ankara last Monday. 

Some opposition parties, 
however, are acting as if 
the coalition government 
is doomed to collapse. 
ANAP leader Yilmaz tos 
announced, on more than 
one occasion, that he is 
wilting to enter into a co- 
alition wife Ciller’s True 
Path Party. His proposals 
were met wife a cold re- 

S by Ciller. Selcuk 
news editor of the 
Istanbul-based Zaman 
newspaper, rays that while 
fee opposition is cam- 
paigning fiercely to topple 
the coalition. President Su- 
leyman D emrn sl wants to 

maintain the status quo, 

contrary' to reports in fee 
Turkish newspapers. 

“Hie does not wish to see a government 
crisis. Besides, fee other parties are desper- 
ate to reach almost any deal to avoid an- 
other election because they know that Ro- 
und formed fee' nnckstf of M ulfcrfmkivfc' ‘-fife would 1 end up in the driver’s seat;” 
model, we too woiM tato part m. fee gov- - GtdCasli smd. 



eminent,” said Ecevit who added feat, "a 
Refahdree government could to fonned in 
ope week.” The secular newspapers wait 
as fir. as Jhmting accusations feat Erbakan 
accepted money from Libya. Last Sunday, 
Hurriyet appeared wife a banner claiming 
that i£ found three “shocking documents 
attesting to the fact that Erbakan had in- 
deedteceived 5500,000 from Libya.” . 

_. Infeeir campaign to bring down fee rai- 


Many supporters of the nation’s secular 
trend believe otherwise. Erbakan, they say, 
.is the second choice of many Turks. 

“Had the 1995 vote been a direct elec- 
tion, requiring a second-round majority, 
Erbakan would have lost badly to one of 
the leaders of any of fee major secular par- 
ties. Erbakan has come to office through 
democratic procedures, but he lacks a dem- 
ocratic mandate,” said Professor Btnoaz 


Hussein’s war of words 

Jordan's King Husseiri, who has often adopted a conciliatory line with Israel, seems to have reached 
the end of his tether with the current hardline government. At the same time, he has emphasised his 
support for PNA leader Yasser Arafat Sheri no Bahaa examines the latest developments in Amman 


King Hussein of Jordan, a major advocate of fen peace process, 
who until recently maintained a 'special relationship’ wife Israel 
and was quick to dampen' Arafrsray&asra over-fee prospects for 
peace, seems to.have finally lort patemce wife-fob intransigence of 
fee current'lsraeG portion, describing Prim£'Mixrist£r Bmyamin 
Netanyahu 8 s“arr 6 ganf*. , J; ^ : >* 

“In the (fin^ritoatian,' if wt do ndt'^tride strongjy forwards to 
achieve peace, anything imaginable can happe^ityihidmga re- 
vival of the situation in 1991, when Netanyahu wore his gas mask 
on televisran, n srid Htosein in a TV inteView/refaxing to Ne- 
tanyahu’s femousappearflnee on CNN during fee Gulf War. 

He warned: “The alternative to peace is more awful than we can 
ever imagine.” - 

Palestinians and other Arab parties to fee.peace.process remain 
furious over- Netanyahu's delay m/in^mtintpig. agreements 
signed wife titepirvKnisTsraeG g^eimi^ mare^than a year ago, 
{HincipaDy^.^ fropp"- re- 
deploymeniV- In : Hebron. 

Arab diplomats 
the . ^estmahrZscadi 
agreement! signed ol.foe, 

White House m 1993, and 
the possfoDjty of a deal be- 
tween the Syrians and fee 
Israelis, whitih bad seemed 
hrmrinent when 'fee. pace: 
process was m full swing, 
have all been, put in jeop- 
ardy by Netenyahn’s as- 
Lcension to power. 

’■» And now foe spatial te- 
. iwtir mship b e t we en Israel 1 
and Jordan is at risk. At- 
though Jordan is keeping 



its hotline wife Israel, Jar-. 1 Hmsein andArafkf miffing alter they' ended talks in Jericho 

yrqtk for foe first time since 1967 mouka 


dan fan o fficials are quick monarch visitedbiKt week 
to explain that it f& only do- 
ing so in the hope of sav- 


ing fee pea w * process Jordan is aware that m a i ntai ning corduQ ’re- 
lations wife Israel in the midst of general Arab hostility Would 
amatively affe ct its relationship wife therest of fee Arab world. • _ 
In feet, Jordan's new harsh tone towards Israel is bound to go 
down well wife fee «ther Arab Rations, where it will be viewed as 
a step in the direction of, 

Last week, ~ " 


near Jerusalem’s Islamic holy sites without consulting him. Dr 
Ishaq Al-Faihan, secretary-general of Jordan’s Islamic Labour 
Front fold Al-Ahram Weekly. "1110 Israelis are liars... Tbey have 
tried to'make the would believe that Jordan approved the opening 
of thetnraieLTamjnot defending the Jordanian government The 
Israelis have actually met the head of the Islamic Waqf in Je- 
' iusalem, but we [the Jordanians] have rejected fear request com- 
pletely.” 

The feet that King Hussein is said to be a descendant of the 
Prophet Mohamed, thus giving h™ claims of custodianship over 
Arab Jerusalem’s Islamic shrines, makes this a particularly sen- 
sitive issue. Jordan ruled Arab Jerusalem before Israd's occupa- 
tion of the West Bank in 1967, and the October 1994 Jordaman- 
Israeli treaty recognises a special Jordanian role in the protection 
of fee shrines. 

King Hussein was unable to hide his latter disappointment when 

fee emergency Washing- 
ton summit called by US 
President Bill Clinton end- 
ed with nothing except a 
few conciliatory state- 
ments fi ihik Bmyamin Ne- 
tanyahu. He told a -TV in- 
terviewer after the summit; 
“The psychological mo- 
ment when people begin to 
lose hope is close Ity.” 

Dr Gawad Anani, former 
Jordanian minister of in- 
fonnation, attributes Jor- 
dan’s new impatience wife 
Israel to two factors. First, 
there is a strong historical 
bond between fee Jor- 
danians and the Pal- 
estinians. Second, the Jor- 
danians could not stand 
- • ■ idly by, watching fee effect 

of the closure of fee Occupied Territories on the Palestinians, see- 


which the 

(photo: AP) 



practices have a deep impact 
m the face of fee policies of Netanyahu’s extremist g ove rnm ent, 
“People ate asking where the dividends from fee peace treaty ate.” 
Yacoub Zeiadin, secretary-general of Jordan’s Communist Par- 


afet exdmsged visits in preparation fit a poasible tripartite tram- ty, added feat even from fee ec onomi c and md u s t rial point of 
mil to be held in Jonfan betwe«x frte two leadem and Egyptian view, Jordanians had not benefited from fee deal with IsraeL 


rHEpoiiant, Kfiig’Hussan's dra- 
' avfl a majOT pnsh-to .fee inter- 
" tip hjs diffiotit' negotiati o ns 


President Hosui Mubarak. 
matic visit to fee setf-rule areas 

imrinnal cOimBUnhy to SUppOttA , v . -y . 

wife fee right-wing Israeli govesnmentJt became enduring fee 
visit feat Kara Hnssein was ao lot^W pirasiiig to yield to 

Netarwahn's repressive 

sions- Onihe cooaanr, he ream there 

t! would bee hnaWmwglh wUeb , fte terf. 

■torat. For fee first tune, Hussem masted feat Israel waste blame 

' for fee current stalemate. 

’ “Ihe peace process 


Hussein told Arafat in Jericho.- - . , ^ 

Jordaaian sources, howeyes; attributed Hussem s dramahe- 
ri hanp. Of tone to Ids foxy at Israel's decision to open fee tmmel 


Zetadin .went as fir as claiming that a continuation of Jordan’s 
current relationship wife Israel would actually endanger Jordan's 
economic future. 

“When Jordan asked Israel for permission to export merchandise 
worth S52 million annually to fee West Bank, Israel refused. At 
fee gam*-' Israel is dealing in goods worth $4binion a year in 

fee WestBank and Gaza,” Zeiadin declared. 

- According to Anani, deterioration in Lsraeti-Jocdaman relations 
will also have repercussions for fee Israeli people, particularly in 
fee economic sphere. 

It is this which, could have prompted an opeoly concerned Israeli 
President ’Em? Weizroan to . assume an active rale. Rare in Israeli 
p residential history, We£zman r s expected visit to Jordan, together 
wife Ins visit last week to Egypt, are dear attempts to intercede 


Tomsk, a specialist on Islamic movements 
in Turkey at Istanbul's Bogazi University. 

Refih, which tripled its following from 
1987 to 199S in historically secular Tur- 
key, is feeding on popular discontent with 
fee secular political elite who are seen as 
corrupt and making minimal efforts to- 
ward reform. But according to Toprak, the 
overwhelming majority of Turks continue 
to support a secular, pro- western direction. 

“Backed by about three quarters of fee 
electorate, Turkey's secular leaders should 
have every reason to be confident of win- 
ning the battle over their nation's souL, but 
tins fractious lot — four major parties on 
the right and left dividing the secular vote 
— must overcrane their differences and 
deal wife the corruption in their ranks if 
they are to compete with Refill's grass- 
roots organising skills," explained Pro- 
fessor Toprak. 

Whether for or against Refih, the major- 
ity of Turkish analysts agree that Refih is 
the most well-orgmiised political party in 
Turkey. Its long experience in local govern- 
ment politics has enhanced its grass-roots 
Hntrs, while the majority of other (centrist 
and rightist) parties represent power group 
interests and retain no popular support. 

The secular army, worried by the rise of 
Refih, has been working behind the 
scenes to keep the ruling coalition togeth- 
er, while at the same time issuing discreet 
reminders of tire importance of main- 
taining a -secular state. However, ac- 
cording to tmfe Tu rkish diplomat, Turkey’s 


soldiers are not hovering on fee sidelines 
waiting for an opportunity to leap back 
into politics, as happened before in 1960. 
1971 and 1980. “The army exercises great 
influence nowadays by utilising the pow- 
ers granted to it by the constitution. Its 
role is limftferf to advising the politicians, 
who usually comply," the diplomatic 
source told fee Weekly- 
Now the real dilemma firing the Refih 
Party, as observers of the Is lami c move- 
ment in Turkey see it, is whether to keep 
tbeir electoral promises or to moderate 
their message. Erbakan's keynote address 
at the Refih Party convention last week 
was seen by many as a radical trans- 
formation of the party’s political line. In 
an attempt to erase the party’s more rad- 
ical image, Erbakan voiced his support for 
secularism, democracy and Turkey’s 
armed forces. He also expressed his wish 
to “come together with the leaders of the 
United States and other Western countries 
to discuss improved cooperation.” 

Erbakan is already moving in this direc- 
tion, by embarking on a European topr that 
will take him to Italy and Germany. Ac- 
cording to observers, the mam aim of the 
trip is to alter Turkey's image of being ‘ig- 
norant about Europe'. While sources in An- 
kara believe that fee Refih/True Path co- 
alition government will hang an for some 
time, given foreign minister Tansu Ciller’s 
cooperation, Turkey’s secular traces will 
continue their campaign to bring down the 
government 


Us warns Europe 

THE US has warned Europe not to med- 
dle in fee peace negotiations between Is- 
rael and die Pales tinians, saying it was un- 
wise to try to create a “mini-UN” in fee 
Middle East A US State Department 
spokesman welcomed in a statement on 
Tuesday fee positive and active role 
played by the Europeans in providing fi- 
nancial assistance to fee Palestinians, but 
stated clearly that tire negotiations on fee 
thorny issues of the peace process in- 
volved fee US, Israel and Palestinians ex- 
clusively. He insisted feat fee US was in- 
dispensable as a mediator because it had 
been chosen by fee concerned parties 
nearly 30 years ago and this choice 
should be respected by the Europeans. 

The statement highlights fee dis- 
agreements feat have emerged between the 
US and Europe during fee past week. In 
the politest of terms, US Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher urged fee EU mem- 
bers to keep a low profile in Middle East 
diplomacy in letters addressed to fee EU 
foreign ministers separately as well as the 
Irish Foreign Minister, Dick Spring, whose 
country currently holds the EU presidency. 

Spring said yesterday the EU foreign 
ministers were Hiw to di sc uss appointing 
a special EU envoy to the Middle East in 
their meeting in Luxembourg on Monday. 
He made clear the envoy would not be di- 
rectly involved in the peace negotiations. 

Diplomatic sources said that fee French 
answered in fee same tone, simply as- 
serting that France wants to make a polit- 
ical contribution to fee peace process. Also 
on Tuesday, fee Foreign Office in London 
announced that Foreign Secretary Mal- 
colm Rifkrnd will tour fee Middle East be- 
tween 3-6 November to highlight fee need 
for p rogress in fee peace process. Tbe US 
privately maintains that fee Palestinians 
and Israelis would exploit divergences in 
US and EU views to tbeir advantage if Eu- 
rope became actively involved, while Eu- 
ropean diplomats say that the US fears feat 
EU involvement would increase the pres- 
sure on Israel to soften its hardline stance 
in fee peace talks. 

Rocket attack 

ISRAELI helicopters fired rockets and 
machine-guns at Hizbullah positions in 
southeast Lebanon before dawn yes- 
terday. The Iranian-backed group an- 
swered by firing mortar shells and anti- 
tank rockets at a post held by fee Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army at fee edge 
of the eastern sector of Israel’s so-called 
security zone in South Lebanon, The AF 
news agency reported. Lebanese security 
sources said the Israeli rockets hit a car in 
the village of Qilya but caused no cas- 
ualties. The Israelis denied the attack, 
claiming that the helicopters were an a 
live-fire exercise. A US-brokered cease- 
fire agreement in April barred both sides 
from targeting civilian areas. 

Meanwhile, Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi has been consulting wife members 
of parliament to pick a new prime min- 
ister in the wake of recent parliament ar y 
ejections. The incumbent prime minister, 
Rafik Hariri, is widely expected to be gjv- 
en a third term. 
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FOR EXCELLENCE 

When you own a Jaguar, that means that you, like us, 
demand uie very best, in ail aspects of life, and not only 
in quality motonng. 

The current JAGUAR range offers the best of today's 
standards in terms of safety, luxury and quality. 

JAGUAR'S 3-year unlimited kilometers warranty with 
scheduled servicing free of charge for 3 years, keeps the 
new range right where it belongs, in a class of its own. 


5 HOWROOM: 

9, SObour buildings, 
Saab Salem Road, 
Hriiopolts - Cairo 
Td.:(02)4017329 


SHOWROOM: 

Cairo /Ismaileya Road, 
beside the Airport, 
Heliopolis - Cairo 
Tel.: (02) 2986581/82 


SERVICE CENTER: 
Cairo /Ismaileya Road, 
beside the Airport, 
Heliopolis - Cairo 
Tel.: (02) 2986581/82 
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How can Egypt and Pakistan develop 
more friendly relations? 

Close and cordial relations already exist 
between Egypt and Pakistan. The two 
countries have entered a new era of in- 
creased cooperation in various socio- 
economic fields during recent years. 
They established a joint ministerial com- 
mission in 1989. Its first session was 
held in Cairo last year and the second 
session will be held in Islamabad this 
year. 1 am confident that such meetings 
will further strengthen the friendly re- 
lations between our two countries. 

In the political sphere, Egypt and Paki- 
stan share common perceptions on al- 
most all the major regional and inter- 
national issues. We also maintain dose 
contacts at international forums to ad- 
vance the interests of the Muslim umma. 
Egypt and Pakistan, being two of the 
leading countries in the Muslim world 
and also in their respective regions, have 
to work closely to advance not only their 
own causes but the causes of the Islamic 
world. 

How can the two countries coordinate 
their efforts in fighting terrorism? 
Terrorism is a global problem today. Pa- 
kistan strongly condemns all forms of 
terrorism and is fully committed to elim- 
inating this evil from its territory. To 
eradicate the menace, Pakistan signed an 
extradition treaty with Egypt in July 
1994 and both countries have taken ef- 
fective measures of cooperation in this 
regard. Pakistan has extradited some 
Egyptian nationals who were involved 
in renorist activities against the Egyp- 
tian government as Pakistan does not 
wish that its territory be used against an- 
other country, especially a sister country 
like Egypt. 

Pakistan is one of the leading de- 
fenders of Islamic countries* rights. 
What are your future plans in this 
field? 

To summarise Pakistan's role within the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference in a 
few words, 1 would say that Pakistan 
represents the voice of reason, modera- 
tion and peace in the OIC. As such, it 
has made sincere and concerted efforts 
to build on the theme of unity, solidarity 
and die collective well-being of the 
Muslim umma to enable it to confront 
present-day challenges with courage and 
determination. 

We take an active part in the meetings 
of the OIC and have presented a number 
of proposals in political, economic and 
cultural fields. We will continue to work 
for the betterment of die Islamic umma 
and to realise the objectives of the OIC 
with the aim of ensuring that the rights 
of our Muslim brethren are protected 
throughout the world. 

What are the latest developments in 
die Kashmir issue and Pakistani- 
Indian relations? 

Pakistan is a peace-loving country and 
has always worked to maintain peace 
and stability in the region. It has been 
Pakistan's persistent effort over the 
years to develop normal, cooperative 
and tension-free relations with India. 
However, in the absence of a resolution 
of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, 
which has bedevilled relations between 
the two countries. South Asia has re- 
mained mired in tensions. 

We want to hold meaningful talks 
with India. We want to make substantive 
progress on resolving the Jammu and 
Kashmir issue and other outstanding is- 
sues. It was in this spirit that, in my let- 
ter congratulating Indian Prime Minister 
Deve Gowda on his election, 1 reiterated 
our offer to hold talks aimed at the set- 
tlement of the issue of Jamrau and Kash- 
mir and other outstanding issues- be- 
tween Pakistan and India. While Prime 
Minister Gowda’s response was pos- 
itive, it avoided mentioning the core is- 


Bhutto 

speaks 



Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto is often por- 
trayed as the Boadicea of the 
Islamic world. Under her 
leadership, Pakistan has 
emerged as a champion of 
Islamic countries’ rights in 
the international arena. Bhut- 
to, whose government is of- 
ten accused of corruption, is 
nevertheless widely ac- 
claimed as the acceptable 
face of Islam in the West. 
Mohamed Abdellah 
spoke to Bhutto in Islamabad 
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sue of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Subsequently, the atmosphere was vi- 
tiated by the Indian government’s de- 
cision to hold fraudulent State Assembly 
elections in Jammu and Kashmir These 
were rejected by the true representatives 
of the Kashmiri people. 

We also want the international com- 
munity to honour the United Nations res- 
olutions which demand that the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir be allowed to ex- 
ercise their right to self-determination. 
Unless that pledge- is fulfilled, peace in 
this region-will remain tenuous. 

Efforts are being made to restore Pak- 
istani- Afghan relations. What are the 
latest developments on this front? 

We are in contact with the new interim 
government in Afghanistan. Pakistan has 
stressed to the new government the need 
for restraint and for the maintenance of 


conditions allowing the unimpeded flow 
of humanitarian assistance to the popula- 
tion of Kabul. We have also urged the 
need for dialogue promoting peace in all 
areas in Afghanistan. 

We hope that the Taliban and General 
[Abdul-Rashid] Dostum will avoid foe 
path of confrontation and work with 
each other in the interest of peace and 
stability in Afghanistan. 

What has your government done to 
bring about economic development in 
Pakistan and to enhance democracy? 
In October 1993 my government in- 
herited an economy which was in a de- 
plorable condition, to say the least The 
gross domestic product [GDP] growth 
rate had plunged to 2.3 per cent in 1 992- 
93. There was fiscal indiscipline, and ex- 
cessive money was being borrowed and 
spent Quality of life indicators had gone 


down to deplorable levels. Foreign ex- 
change reserves were heavily depleted 
and on 21 October 1993 covered less 
than two . weeks' worth of imports. 

Immediately after assuming office, we 
accorded top priority to the economy 
and its development. The eighth five- 
year plan was visualised in a. totally dif- 
ferent way from foe past system of con- 
trolled planning. We introduced com- 
prehensive structural reforms in every 
sphere of foe economy to improve 
growth, arrest foe trend of decline and 
achieve macro-economic stability. 

The emphasis of our development 
strategy is on privatisation, deregulation 
and liberalisation. The government is 
not intervening in foe free market. Si- 
multaneously, we are formulating a reg- 
ulatory framework to ensure that socio- 
economic disparities are contained and 
consumers, small investors and dis- 


advantaged groups are protected. The 
public sector is playing a dominant role 
in the development of the infrastnicmre, 
while a buoyant private sector is being 
encouraged by literal and attractive pol- 
icy packages to play its due role in foe 
economy. Preparatory work for the for- 
mulation of the ninth five-year plan has 
already started. 

We have launched a comprehensive 
social action programme witi an es- 
timated investment outlay of 58 billion 
— 75 per cent local and 25 per cent for- 
eign resources — to address the key is- 
sues of primary education, basic health 
care, family planning and rural water 
supply and sanitation. In this pro- 
gramme, we are specifically stnving to 
reach out to rural women, children, dis- 
advantaged groups and the elderly at foe 
grass-roots level. Considerable progress 
has been achieved in phase one and we 
are now in phase two. This programme, 
hopefully, will 'improve our lagging in- 
dicators and help reduce poverty. 

As a result of foe successful imple- 
mentation of these reforms, foe GDP 
growth rate rose from 2.3 per cent in 
1992-93 to 6.1 per cent in 1995-96. My 
government has maintained macro- 
economic stability and controlled in- 
flation by following a very tight mon- 
etary policy and strict financial dis- 
cipline. Substantial progress has been 
made towards indirect monetary control 
and market-based instruments of mon-_ 
etary manag ement. The State Bank of 
Pakistan has been made autonomous. 
The fiscal deficit, which was as high as 
eight per cent of GDP in 1992- 93, has 
been brought down to around five per 
cent of GDP in 1995-96. We expect to 
bring it down to four per cent in 1996- 
97. . 

The agriculture sector has been re- 
vived from a negative growth rate of 
5.29 per cent in 1992-93 to a positive 
rate of 6.7 per cent in 1995-96. The cot- 
ton crop surpassed the target of 9.5 mil- 
lion bales in 1995-96. producing 10.6 
million. . 

We have adopted a very liberal in- 
dustrial policy, the main emphasis of 
which is on privatisation and deregula- 
tion. Various attractive incentives have 
been provided for rapid industrialisation 
of the country. So far 90 industrial units 
have been privatised, while 28 more are 
under consideration. 

Capital formation is the prerequisite 
for economic development of any coun- 
try. During the last three years we have 
attracted foreign direct investment of S3 
billion to Pakistan. Foreign investment 
increased to S948 million (of which 
$743.1 million was direct) in 1995-96 
from S670 million (of which $442.4 mil- 
lion was direct) in 1994-95. Energy is 
foe most popular field for foreign in- .. 
vestors, particularly those from the Unit- 
ed States and Britain. 

1 will now answer foe last part of your 
question. Pakistan is a democratic polity - 
as foe country came into being through 
foe free choice of foe Muslims of foe 
subcontinent The dictatorial hiatuses of . 
our history have had little impact on the 
political attitudes of orn people, which 
remain deeply democratic. We have . 
made personal sacrifices during our long 
struggle for the restoration of democratic 
institutions. Now the country seems very- 
much set on the democratic course and 
my government is doing its utmost to de- 
velop and strengthen institutions. We 
have associated public representatives in 
foe decision-making process of the coun- 
try and the implementation of develop- 
ment programmes. We have set up dif- 
ferent committees in both bouses of 
parliament which are constantly inter- 
acting with foe bureaucratic machinery. 
We have chalked out a* programme of 
bolding local elections. We have given 
greater freedom to the press and we have 
set up a tradition of better coordination 
with foe independent judiciary. 


Rights rattle aid recipients 

Aid cuts and human rights conditionality take some getting used to when business with dictators burgeons, writes Gamal Nkrumah 


Let me play devil's advocate. Is foe international prison conditions and police abuses in Nigeria, are 
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obsession with violations of rights in Africa polit- 
ical correctness gone mod? Something about aid 
cuts and human rights conditionality brings to 
mind foe notion that little in the way of North- 
South relations has changed — - in Africa at any 
rate. Africa is the most aid-dependent continent 
The continent is, by implication, also the most sus- 
ceptible to donor nations' determination to bring 
human rights issues to the aid debate. Donor na- 
tions have used human rights conditionality to ap- 
pease self-righteous public opinion in the North. 
Non-governmental organisations and not govern- 
ments in the South have become foe main re- 
cipients of aid from foe North. There has been an 
attempt to bypass Southern governments alto- 
gether. But Southern governments cannot be cir- 
cumvented. As if to underscore their intransigence, 
they have learnt to do without aid altogether. 

Nigeria is a case in point. “Nigeria has stopped 
receiving aid for the past two years," Nigeria's 
charge d'affaires in Cairo, Patrick Eromobor, told 
Al-.-Utrum Weekly. “We are no longer dependent on 
the donor's charity. Yet if there is one thing even 
.the critics and detractors of the [Saoi Abacha] re- 
gime agree upon, it is that the Nigerian economy is 
on the mend. We do not accept people who come 
to Nigeria to nose about in our own domestic con- 
cerns." But some visitors are welcomed in Nigeria. 
African-American Senator Caroline Mosely-Braun 
went on an inspection tour of Nigeria to ascertain 
human rights abuses there. She returned to. Wash- 
ington singing the praises of the Abacha regime. 

American development aid to Africa stands at a 
paltry $700 million annually. Yet American of^ 
ficiais often speak with the air of people who think 
they hold the fate of the world in their hands — 
America's bumbling ineptitude in Somalia. Viet- 
nam and elsewhere in the international arena not- 


in valuable. Other Nigerian NGOs like foe Constitu- 
tional Rights Project, foe Committee for the De- 
fence of Human Rights, Human Rights Africa, foe 
National Association for Democratic Lawyers and 
the Legal Research and Development Centre, 
which propagates human rights education, all re- 
ceive generous Western donations. There is little 
Nigeria’s strongman. General Sani Abacha. can do 
about Western help to Nigerian NGOs. 

H was African Human Rights Day on Sunday 20 
October and some spirited Abacha-bashing was in 
the offing. As it turned out. news of transnational 
corporations raising their stakes in the Nigerian 
economy filtered in instead. The Anglo-Dutch oil 
giant. Shell, is investing some S3 . 6 billion in a liq- 
uefied natural gas project in foe country. Western 
airlines cannot afford to stop flying to Nigeria’s in- 
ternational airports; British Airways makes some 
S500 million a week from its flights to Nigeria. 
Household names such as Unilever and Nestle are 
doing brisk business in Nigeria — Africa's second 
largest market after South Africa. Heineken and 
-Guinness, too. are merry with foe profits they are 
making in Africa’s most populous nation. Niger- 
ians love their lager and stout: the 120 million- 
strong West African nation is the third largest mar- 
ket for the British-based Guinness group, /yner- 
ica’s Citibank is raising its shares in foe Nigeria In- 
ternational Bank from 40 to 75 per cent, creating a 
brand new foreign financial services subsidiary in 
Nigeria — Citibank Nigeria. 

In ail. it seems clear that the West’s uncertainty 
about doing business with Nigeria is a charade. Of- 
ficial Nigerian statistics show that portfolio in- 
vestors have pumped some S5 billion into the Ni- 
gerian economy in the first six months of 1 996. 
The funds represent a 77 per cent increase on sira- 


bamed Fuad El-Bedewi. foe president of tbe so- 
ciety. Next spoke Ambassador Magdi Hefbi, assist- 
ant minister for African affairs, who is off to Oua- 
gadougou. capital of Burkina Faso, next week to 
represent Egypt at a meeting of foe Washington- 
based Global Coalition for Africa — a brainchild 
of African-American civil rights leader Reverend 
Jesse Jackson. Professor Mufid Shehab. the pres- 
ident of Cairo University and president of the 
Egyptian Human Rights Association, who gave foe 
keynote speech at the Zamalek function, told foe 
Weekly. ■‘Cultural differences and varying levels of 
development must be taken info account when 
comparing different perceptions of human rights." 

Ambassador Naila Gabr. bead of the Human 
Rights Department at foe Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs. also spoke to foe Weekly. "Egypt objects to 
linking human rights issues with Western aid.' she 
said. During Foreign Minister Amr Moussa's visit 
to Nigeria on 29-31 August. Nigeria confirmed that 
it supported the OAU's backing of the candidacy 
of United Nations Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
for a second term. Gabr said that African countries 
should woric closely together to ease tensions aris- 
ing from differing perceptions of human rights in 
the international arena. “In Africa, we must raise 
consciousness of human rights . and educate the 
public about human rights issues." she said. But do 
African eovemments respect foe conventions they 
ratified? "The Nigerian military regime dissolved 
striking rrade unions in 1994 and detained the un- 
ions' leaderships. 

The French press defence group. Reporters Sons 
Frontieres. said this week that four Nigerian jour- 
nalists have been imprisoned this year, but- ad- 
mitted that this compares favourably to four im- 
prisoned in Rwanda —.a country with 20 tunes 
fewer people than Nigeria — and Ethiopia, where 
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progra mme a are pointless. "Throwing money down gerian operations. Five teams of top World Bank 

a rat-hole.’* screeched US Republican Senator Jesse officials visited Nigeria this year. They met Ni- 
Helms recently when giving his opinion on them. geria's- finance minister. Chief Anthony Ani. and 

Western multinationals are working away like the privatisation of government-owned parastatals 
nobody's business in Nigeria, while Western aid topped foe discussions. 

aoeneies brandish the human rights conditionality The Zamalek-based African Society hosted an 
fertor in their dealings with the country. Western event to commemorate the 10th anmversary of tte 
511-S- nongovernmental or- Oration of Ato UpV (OAU 1 'Alton 
aanisarions such as the Civil Liberties Organ- Charter on Human and People s Rights. The wel 
SoTwhich has undertaken detailed studies of come speech was delivered by Ambassador Mo- 
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sure foe rights of Ogonis and other minority 
groups. “The National" Electoral Commission of 
Nigeria recently approved the registration of five 
political parties," said the Nigerian charge d’af- 
faires. He added that 15 political 

groups had applied for official reg- 

istrafion, but tbe number was whittled 

down according to foe commission's /" 

guidelines on the national outlook 

and geographical spread of foe new - 

parties. tl 

Even though it is the fourth largest ' 

OPEC oil producer, Nigeria’s per cap- 
ita income has plummeted from 
$1,000 in 1980 to some $300 today. 

Nigeria's minister for works and hous- 
ing. General Abdul-Karim Adisa. dis- • 

closed that Nigeria needs over 12 mil- » , ■ f. 
lion new houses. Some 3,270 houses R * 
have so for been built out of tbe . 

121.000 promised by General Aba- HhC-;" 
cha's administration when it came to 
power. China’s state-owned China ■ 

Civil Engineering Construction com- 
pany has stepped in to salvage Ni- 
geria’s national housing programme. K| 

Accommodation shortage i» rampant 
to urban areas. Slum dwellers are sub- 
ject to the periodic demolition of their HI^S 

shacks. In July 1990, over 300,000 ON T 

residents of the shanty town of Ma- DOUG 

roko near Lagos were rendered home- COLA 
less when bulldozers razed their NE f 

homes under the pretext that they COMP 

were illegal squatters. EGYP 1 

On the other hand, the trickle of AWAR 

aid to Africa is now being geared to MIKE 

economic liberalisation and privat- I VEST 

isation programmes and not to pro- Nd e r 

jeet support. Recipient nations in foe .JlL 

South are at a loss as to what to do. £11“ 

This has had serious repercussions Vj’r A . 

on donor-rccipicnt relations. There cjjr 

arc those who believe aid is a spent ruLLi! 

force. “Foreign aid,” declared de- 
velopment guru Depafc Lai recently Jrrjr 

in a. publication of the prestigious 
London-based institute of Economic 
Affairs, “is an idea whose time has 
gone." The baby of defending human GARB 
rights will be thrown away with foe SHAR 
bath water of aid. 
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Affih a " turmoil » 

TROOPS loyal to the powerful Af^an warlort^ 
r^niXl Abdul Rash^ Dostam joined ex- 
G^nt forces for foe first time yesterday 

^iS^aultwasmadeoniem^ ? 
Fabz Pass, some 20 kilometres from the Afgha^ 
capital Kabul, which controls access to foe^ma^gr 
x,’ „ iiftod leading to Kabul. Theat*** 


north-south New Road leading to^bul. In- 
tact, launched early morning vnto Dostmn s • W 

men moving in from northern A^tostaL 

Dostam controls vast areas of foe north m- 
habited bv Turkic ethnic groups such as foe Uz- 
bek. Kyrgyz and Turkomen as wdi as foe Fam- v 

Sf ^SfrTatta alliance, comimses tefa re-frli 
e* loval to fonnef Defence Minister Ahmqd .. 

Masoud Shah who fled Kabul to foe nor* and'^ 

^Ma^udf white maintaining tte formal front 

line, has been attempting to J .7 

lying away from the road m a bid to closem on 

the Taliban militia’s lines fro . m . th f ."“p" 
two sides have been battlmg note m foe area 
since tbe strategic Bagram autase waste- 
captured from the Taliban by Masaud s forces^ * 

la paSShas been trying to broker a cgsefiig ?' 1 j 
and Pakistani Interior Minister General Na- „ ^ 

seerullah Babar predicted foat there couldbe 
deal signed within two or three days. . . ., 

!1 * 

T urkic summ it / 

TURKISH President Suleyman Demirel joineifc . 7 : 
foe beads of five former Soviet Tuikic-speakteg,^ 
countries this week in foe Uzbek capital, TaslfaJX 
keDt, to discuss closer ties in tbe shadow of ccafc*;— 
flicts in foe Central Asian states of Afghanistan, 
and Tajikistan. It was foe fourth summit group, 5 ,:, 
ing foe leaders of Turkey, Azerbaijan, 
stan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbcto*'»» 

stan. . ' r " 

The six countries signed a declaration coft-L;;.; 
ering issues ranging from trade and transpoit to!' 
scientific cooperation. The meeting came amid>..? 
a surge in tension in Central Asia due to civiL^;, 
wars in Afghanistan and Tajikistan. Uzbek *: 
President Islam Karimov said the fighting 
neighbouring Afghanistan was riot discussed aw. 
length at the summit. * 

The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan: •;! 
over control of the region of Nagorno-Karabakh. ✓.-! 
dominated foe talks. 

The previous Turkic summit last August nr : :r 
the Kyrgyz capital, Bishkek, was the first to be^.i 
held in a former Soviet stale; 'foe first two meet ■* : 
ings were convened in Turkey. The summit pns.v-.r 
voked concern in Moscow, which is worried by '■ 
increasing Turkish influence in tbe Muslim jWwiii 
publics along its southern flank. Before leaving.:^, 
for Tashkent, Demirel said last Sunday foat in*-' 
proved cooperation between Turkey and foeevi 
Turkic r speaking former Soviet republics wab i. 
nor harmful to Russia's interests ■* • c-' 1 * 
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^♦hnir. cleansin q in Zalrg' | 

THE JUNCTION point of the borders of ‘ 
Central African nations of Zaire, Rwanda 
Burundi has become a battlefield for the cojfe;^ 
trol of the entire Great Lakes region of Af-,-- 
rica. Nearly 500,000 people have fled fog.:, 
area of fighting and the United Nations 
Co mmis sioner for Refugees in the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi, put tbe number of displaced-' 
persons at over 100,000. The exodus b*T. 
sparked an unprecedented humanitarian, crisis; £ 
For the past. week, fighting has been raging^ 
between foe various ethnic groups foal Itytt^ 
together in one of the most overpopulated ft-/;: 
gions of Africa. .-, llSt 

The Banyamulengue are ethnic Tutsi who, 
originally from Rwanda, now reside in eaiste0ri 
Zaire. Today, they are fighting the Zairean 
army in foe region of Uvira, in Zaire's Southern 
Kivu Province, which borders Burundi. The 
governments of both Rwanda and Burundi are 
dominated by foe mainly Tutsi military es- , 
tablisbment. Ethnic Hutu refugees who fled 
Rwanda and Burundi and took refuge in Zaire 
resent foe Banyamulengue aod are trying to re- 
move them from Uvira- 

The National Council for the Defence of De ^ 4 
mocracy tCNDD), foe main Burundian Hutlf ■ 
refugee organisation, warned in a statement that^ 
“under foe cover of Banyamulengue, foe 
actually pits foe armies of Rwanda and BurulKli 
against foe armed forces of Zaire.” M , 'HL 

The governments of Rwanda and Burundi 
agree with the CNDD statement. They believe^' 

; that the Zairean authorities are scheming w 
the CNDD and other Hutu refugees to 
stabilise Rwanda and Burundi. Tbe Zairean 38^* 
thorities sided with foe ousted- Huto -dominate?' 
former governments of Rwanda and Burundi 
against foe Tutsi. 

Tensions in foe region worsened after Rwan-' 

. da’s genocidal civil war of 1994, when Hutuw*' 
tremists backed by France and Zaire massacred' 
over 500,000 Tutsi and moderate Hum before!’ 
the Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front seritid 
power. •-* 
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ON THE TWENTY FOURTH OF SEPTEMBER 19&. 
DOUGLAS WESTER, GENERAL MANAGER OF CO® 
COLA CO. P AID A VISIT TO COCA COLA CO. IN CAlR©- 
HE PRESENTED THE ; QUALITY AWARD TO THE 
COMPANY. HE INDICATED THAT THE COCA. COLA I 
EGYPT IS COMMITTED TO THE HIGHEST QUALITY*. THE I 
AWARD IS THE FRUIT OF THIS DEVOHON. ■ i 

MIKE CROWEL RECEIVED THE AWARD FROM MR 
IVESTER AT A RECEPTION PARTY HELD ABOARD THE ’. 
NILE CRUISE SCARASEE. ! 

ATTENDING THE PARTY Wi_RE A GROUP OF COCA ’ 
COLA REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE UNITED STATES i . 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST. SOME COCA COLA EGYPT ! • 
EMPLOYEES ALSO ATTENDED THE PARTY. MR. ‘ / 
IVESTER JOINED COCA COLA IN 1979 AS ASSISTANT]? 
MANAGER AND WORKED HIS WAY UP THE CORPORATE f 
LADDER UNTIL JULY 1994 WHEN HE BECAME# 
PRESIDENT OF COCA COLA INTERNATIONAL COCA* 
COLA IS THE NUMBER ONE COMPANY AMONG* 
CARBONATED BEVERAGES COMPANIES. IT HAS 5tfl 
SHARE OF THE MARKET. S\ 
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Ort the eve of the American' president elec^dns^ a polf reveafs 
that Arab Americans have integral- into mainstream America, 
writes Mohamed Wahby from Wateiihgton. . " . 


With more than a utilfian votes,’ Arab' Amer- 
icans have been searching for a role inthe pres- 
idential and state elections which wDl take place - 
in under two weeks. Their. agenda, however^is 
not confined to the probletns of fheir ancestral ■ 
home. This is hefptail'-fe them, . as naturalised: 
Americans, as well as, to us in the Arab world. 
By becoming part of "the political mainstream of 
their adopted country, their stand on issues of 
common concern becomes more credible and ef- . 
fective. , 

A significant step was taken last week to as-, 
sess the role ofArab Americans, who constitute 
one of the fastest growing -ethnic, communities . 
m the country. In cooperation with the Middle , 
^taiiBroadteasting Centre ;and' the A rab- 
Kmerican I n st itu te, the John Zogby Grpiup Tntwi . 
national conducted the first ever nationwide poll 
of Arab-Amencan voters. The poll highligh ted . 
the important, role they can play in narif^m]| and 
state- elections since they are concentrated in 
several key states and metropolitan areas, -main-' 
ly in the crucial battleground in the American 
Mid-West. 

Now, who are the Arab Americans as . a voting 
group? According to the poU,.abdiit a thud - of 
them -live in the east of the United State$, while ■ 
27 jler cent live in the central Great Lakes . 
gicap’— r which will play a decisive, role in' die * 
battle between President Bill CUntoti.and his... 
Republican opponent. Bob Dole. One . in five .] 
livesrin the west and about the same proportion 
lives -in the soteh. About 45 per cent of Arab- , 
American voters are US-bom; the. rest are im- 
migrants. A little less than half of tham areof 
Lebanese descent, followed by Pales tinians with . 
13 per cent, Syrians with 11 per cent, Egyptians 
with: nine per cent and Jordanians, and Ir aqis . 
with 'three to four pear cent each. The rest iden- 
tified. themselves variously- as Arab, Arabian, 
miwd or simply Americans. 

The poll disco vexed that US-born Arab Amer- 
icans maintain as close. ties with the Arab world j 
as those of more recent immigrants. It revealed : 
that 61 per centofall Arab Americans fallow 
news about the Arab world “very closel/V and 
31 per cent “somewhat dosely”. When asked 
bjwa^uficant a candidate's stand oa'fee.Mid'^ ' 


irJf East is to their votes, .nine .out of IO-in-~ 
dicsted that it is “very Important’’. - * 

Arab Americans were found to favour the Rje-- 
publican Party (42 per cent) ova 1 foe Democrats ' 
(36.aC per batt%. while 21.4 per -cent are teg-.' 
istgrgd as indepentfents or hr fimri psnties or in 7 
no ; ^nty. However, 43.4 pm cent^aid they- pre- 
ferred President Clinton against 29.6 per cent 
wtio'.said they would vote for Dole. Seventeen 
per prat wore undecided._ 6:5per cent fovoared , 
Ross'Peroi, : the Reform Pmiy carii£&te^ ahd ’3:4 - 
per 'pent chcfce -Ralph' Nader, foe Green Party : 
candidate who is of Arab descent Gmton'was 
found to be leading Dole % almost foe nine 
percentage in the national polls condncted last 
w<to'k,a fact which shows thaf -Arab Americans 
fofjtf part of the . American mainstream. -Clm- - - 


ton’s auhover Dole ' was strongest among, those 
.not bin iaihe US*(45 percept to 22.5_per cent). 

■ Eigly-one pa cent of Arab Americans sup- 
port t£ establishment of an . independent Pal- 
estine tate^and S5.-per ceht believe Israel Iras a 
right i exist. Surprisingly, however, foreign 
policy anks at foe bottom of those issues which 

- tbey reard as being most important in foe com- 
ing elaions, while education comes at the top, 
foDowd by ramie, drugs, health care, foe bud- 
get dedt, taxes and character. Their priorities 
are foeame as tiie rest of Americans. 

Theioll has drawn foe attention of the two 
. maur plitical parties and made the .community 
more ware. of its. strength, as a political force. 

- Arab znericans have gone a long way inraak- 
irig for presence felt When l fust came to foe 
US in 1987 it was inconceivable that Arab 

• Aaierians would be invited .to meet with .the 
pre?ida£.to discuss issues of. particular concern, 
to fora. Now such meetings hardly- surprise 
artyboy/Presideitt Clinton now invariably raeu- 
. dons Itaslims .when he mentions Christians and 
. Jews md his wife, invited women repre- 
sen taties of Arab- American and Muslim organ- 
7 isatioc last Ramadan to foe White House and 
7 s&redi^ar -with them. Fiufoernrore, .Clinton 
ndw sura, congratulatory, messages to Amer- 
■ item NssHrns .on the numr Muslim holidays, it is 
; foankKO Arab .Americana that Islam is being m- 
. creasigly recognisedatnhe hipest level of foe 
a dmigt ration. But such recognition has not yet ' 
. filtere down to many other levels. 

. .'Aral Americans can now mobilise quickly 
wbeneer a situation in tjhe Middle East requires 
any ad cm. When the -Palestinians last month 
protesd Israel's opening of a tunnel near Al- 
Aqsa Absque in Jenrsalem, they -reacted, iro- 
medisely by contacting tire State Department 
arid sue members of the Congress. They is- 
sued tatements coDdexnnmg,^e uh3ateral Is- 
raeli etion to change the- character of foe city’* 
any! nti wang “foe timid and subdued reaction 
. <jF fot Clinton administration to ■ foe intolerable 
Inaelexcesaes.” In a direct appeal to President 
. Qin&i*. Khalil Jahstan, foe. director of- the Na- 
tions Association of.TArab Americans,, said, 

" ■vfhdOut to .Lunch — Back an November 6’- 
sign n the White House must come downl” 
^Qri27 September foe Arab- American organ- 
raatios formed a coatitioa with. Muslim and 
Chriian argarnsations in Washington and held 
a jok press conference after which they led two 
demnsbations, ontat the White House and the 
gfoe in fipnt of foe Israeli embassy. Tbc ad- 
sun tration todc tKJtice of this instant reaction 
tff fo communUy and soon afterwards foeir rep- 
teseialivesweie called jtDitoWWteHcH^se. But 
metmonstratioris continued during ^the summit 
Wbibi was 'called by Clinton and attended by 
Paktintan President Yasser Arafet, Israeli 
Pdie Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and Jor- 
dans King Hussein. 

Aab- American organisations are recent ar- 
rive on the American arena. The first emerged . 



The masterpiece “Flag'* (1954-55) by Jasper Johns appears at the Museum of Modern Art 
from 20 October to 2 January as part of a retrospective on the artist. It is planned to co- 
incide with the forthcoming American presidential elections (photoMFP) 


only in 1967. As a result of the war of that year, 
a group of Arab intellectuals set up tite organ- 
isation of Arab- American University Graduates 
(AAUG) to counter foe propagandist activities 
of Jewish organisations. The AAUG, which was 
registered as an educational organisation, pro- 
. vided basic information, mainly to academic in- 
stitutions. 

• In 1972 a more politicised group met in Wash- 
ington and established tire National Association 
of Arab Americans (NAAAJ. Unlike the 
AAUG, the NAAA can lobby to make US pol- 
icy in tbe Middle East more sensitive to Arab . 
concerns. 

"..'Arab Americans became more visible and this 
caused more resistance and discrimination 
against them. The need to fight this dis- 
. c riminati on led former Senator James Abourizk 
-to establish in 1980 foe Arab Anti- 
Dtscrimination Committee (ADC). In 1985 
James Zogby set up the Arab- American Institute 
(AAI) to get foe community involved in tire 
electoral process. Though not exactly by design, 
each Axab-American organisation devotes its ac- 
tivities to a different but complementary field. 
With dozens of Egyptian, Palestinian and Leb- 
anese organisations mushrooming in foe mean- 
time, foe need was felt for coordinating work 
among these sub-organisations and the national 
ones. This led to the emergence of the Council 
J of Presidents of Arab- American Organisations, 
-which meets every month under a chairmanship 
..which rotates among the main organisations — 
tire ADC, foe NAAA and foe AAUG. Conspicu- 
ously absent, however, is AAI President James 
Zogby. 

ADC President Hala Maksoud politely ex- 
, plains this absence by saying that it was Zogby, 
when he was still with the ADC. who insisted 
on including a rule in foe statutes of foe council 
foot confines its membership to member organ- 
isations, of which the'AAl is not one. NAAA 
President Khalil Jahshan, currently the chairman 
of foe council, says thai the AAI participates in 
the council's meetings, but Zogby is not satis- 
fied with tire observer status of foe AAI and, 
therefore, “halfheartedly” sends one of his sub- 
ordinates in his place. 


But from what I have observed over the years, 
1 believe foe problem is rather more serious. On 
many important political occasions, foe AAI 
called for “summits of Arab- American leaders”, 
but the leaders of foe other three national organ- 
isations were conspicuous by foeir absence. On 
foe same occasions, these organisations would 
bold special meetings, too, but Zogby would al- 
ways be missing. Despite the fact that each na- 
tional organisation is doing valuable work in its 
own field, one would have liked to see united 
action on certain occasions, such as the latest 
uprising in Gaza and foe West Bank. Each side 
blames foe other, though, mercifully, not pub- 
licly. ’ 

One hears whispers among some members of 
the AAI that the leaders of the other national or- 
ganisations are acting outside the American po- 
litical mainstream, or even that they are more 
Arab than Americans. Hints can be heard, es- 
pecially during the last four years of Clinton’s 
administration, that other leaders are envious be- 
cause Zogby, being a Democrat, has been en- 
joying unprecedented access to those who wield 
real power in Washington. 

Complaints are voiced, however, that although 
Zogby is a talented and creative person who 
knows the political situation and bow to use it 
very well, be is food of controlling everything 
and of acting alone, leaving, if not losing, the 
community behind Him. One Arab- American 
leader once told Zogby jokingly that foe way he 
was acting might have been excusable had he 
been bom in foe Arab world. Zogby quickly re- 
plied, “Well, it is in foe genes!” Some also say 
that Zogby has been overcompensating for foe 
12 years of Republican rule under Ronald Rea- 
gan and George Bush, during which he, as “a 
political animal” languished. 

Khalil Jahshan "usually plays down the differ- 
ences among Arab- American organisations and 
says what matters is that they are all contrib- 
uting to the Arab- American community. But he 
says that when leaders from Arab countries ask 
him, “Why don't you guys unite?” he replies by 
asking them, *Ts it because you have foiled to 
achieve unity in foe Arab world that you want 
us to do it for you?” 


Are Hillary Clinton and Elizabeth Dole, thorns in 
their husbands’ sides or feathers in their caps 


With less than two weeks to go before 
the. '.American presidential Sections, , 
hair spray and haute couture abound 
as JJ illary Clinton and Elizabeth Dole, 
takft.tbeir husbands’ sides, strutting 
foeiF' stuff in foe public eye to pro^ 
mote their parties' electoivl messages. . 
tf y yiin p A Warn e xamines foe first la-, 
dies; factor. Arthur Murray, lecturer' 
ah foe American University in Cairo ' , 
(AfcJC), insists: “Voters don't make v 
fogtr choice on foe basis of the first - . 

dies* but on issues and otl foe pres-. 
idBtt.” All foe jSpme, foe twoVwofoen 
have attained undeniable prominence 
in— foeir. husbands’, tightly scripted 
campaigns. Wfiat, then, is foeir role ' 
agd,are they, an asset or a liability in 
fo^race to foe White House? , 

-Ja a political race where little is left 
to chance, this is an interesting ques- 
tion. Both Hillary Clinton and Eliz- 
abeth Dqle are strong-willed and pro- 
fessional women. Both have broken 
foe traditional Nancy Reagan mould of 
foe convtotioohl, - setf-efraring polit- - 
teal wife in important, though very dif- 
ferent ways- Tbis has led many to foe., 
tonchision that foeir function is prat-. . 
cjnaUy to be a link between foeir hus- 
MSfc and women voters. With Pres- 
{flJJ Bill Clinton leading Bob Dole in 
rypil jrrty arochg women voters, both 
t lgSb emQcratic : .6gtd Jtepcbliian camps 


fief that etedons may. be won - on foe 
female vod But seeing Mre_ Clinton ■ ■ 
and Mrs IXe, in. Murray’s words, “as 
a psyefaoloieal bridge of acceptance 
to tiw femte vote” is toexaggerate foe 
actual pailaey jflay. If indeed, as Mur- . 
ray' says, Teoptemakefoeir choiCeon ■ 
trust, sinririty/and on an ^ unspoken 
feeling of mpdrny” tire importance of 
foe presridqtifl/ candidates’ wives tie?- 
more in fc ciptribution they make to; 
portraying :xnl envirorment in wbidji’ 
foteir bo^na act — painting a trast- 
oWOrtity pefout, in the eyes of foe vat- - 
.eESj Offoemaj behind the policies. ' 
^^tnet'vcprs will be crucial- oi^ 5 s : 
j^ovanbet Avoiding to Deane Ford, .- 
pArfessor Sfbanagement at foe AUC, ' 
"foiny of tmissnes on vfoich Clinton 
and Tkrfe dsagree arc impioitanf 'to 
wotite^a&aare being targeted ala fe- 
mal^iandidce. TTrese.indude issuite 
ranging frep the regulation of tobacco 
aM'dssauT w^pons- to femDy- leave 
and fiseten crime legislation, all of- 
whidr t hap been finmd .to. appeal to 
mothers ara form a staple of Chiton's 
campaigoFard explained: “Asa worn-’ 
gn nr thwaby-boom generation, I am 
conceoraabout ageing parents- and : - 
the Mwcare available to them. I am ' 
also oqfecmed about my chfofaen, or 
the education they -re- 
Cfflye'jfoe land ' of- worid we leave 
tiKan."Take their husbands, women . 

"J * V r 


wfll be “voting on the issues, not on 
foe president's wife,” she said. 

• ' Ehxt if N|rs Clinton and Mrs Dole are 
unlikely to swing the female vote, how 
successfully do they play foe more 
general role of shaping public per- 
ception -of their husbands' character? 
Here, Hillary could prove a liability. A 
highly controversial first lady, public 
response to her varies across a wide 
spebbunir'from those who see her as 
foe' fitest.Snctim of America's niis- 
ogynistic hatred of talented .women to 
: those who, convinced of her meg- 
alomaniac tendencies, cast her as a 
; -modern-day Lady : Macbeth, pulling 
the. political .strings behind foe scenes 
at foe White House. Scandals, in- 
cluding Whitewater and the case of foe 
missing FBI files, have done little to 
abate this cbtmoversy. 

According to Curtis Mills, lecturer 
in international relations at foe AUC, 
foe prominent political role which Hil- 
lary sought to play in the early stages 
' of her husband's administration, and 
which culminated in the collapse of 
her health care reforms, encroached on 
what was seen as the. president's do- 
Timin and unleashed, a highly negative 
public response. 

Tho ugh Hillary - hashing in foe me- 
dia has cast doubt on foe Clintons' 
camp aign ■tr^tesotf^s of reliability and 
moral integrity, foe first lady may not 


be foe electoral liability she appears. 
For starters, most voters — male or fe- 
male — have come to differentiate be- 
tween foe actions of the president and 
those of his wife. More significantly, 
Hillary Clinton commands a strong 
following among the more liberal 
wing of the Democratic Party and so 
adds to her husband's ticket The last 
two years have forced the Clinton ad- 
ministration more towards foe centre 
and disgruntled foe liberal wing, 
which disapproves of actions such as 
the president's signing of tbe recent 
health care legislation. Hillary remains 
a link to such liberal support 
Elizabeth Dole is, at first glance, 
much closer to the approved stereotype 
of a first lady than Hillary. At second 
glance she is not: a graduate of Harvard 
Law School, foe has held office in two 
adminis trations and is currently on 
leave from her post as head of the 
American Red Cross. She has created a 
public persona for herself in which her 
very considerable achievements never 
intrude into Dole’s arena of action. Ac- 
cording to AUC lecturer Murray, “She 
is very much more foe image of foe 
supportive wife— in keeping with the 
image of foe Republican help-mate. 
She does not have a prominent in- 
dependent image like Hillary.” 

As such, Mrs Dole enhances her hus- 
band's more conservative message of 


a return to foe “old values" in im- 
portant ways. Murray explained: “Eliz- 
abeth Dole can build a rapport with 
voters and campaign strongly in key 
Republican areas... She does not have 
a political following like Hillary, but 
when foe goes out on her own foe is 
representing her husband in foe clos- 
est, most intimate political sense." At 
the Republican Party convention she 
created for herself and her husband a 
picture of bravery and integrity, im- 
plicitly challenging foe dubious in- 
cidents in which tbe Clintons have 
been embroiled. 

As Clinton's comfortable lead over 
Dole in foe polls narrows this week, 
party aides will play on every asset 
they can mobilise in their candidates’ 
favour. As Murray explained, “The 
president is foe sum total of people 
bridging to him.” Tbe wives cannot 
swing the outcome of the elections, but 
they do play a part in creating the per- 
sona of the presidential candidate, each 
in turn making her husband more ap- 
pealing to voters by introducing “the 
man behind foe policies" — the family 
man, foe devoted husband. They there- 
by bring politics into the home and 
provide tire messages of sympathy to 
complement the hard political rhetoric 
of foeir husbands' campaign messages. 
Beyond that, unfortunately, foeir func- 
tion is minimal. 
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A Clinton landslide? 

President Clinton's current 10-point lead over 
Doie could transform itself into a landslide victory 
on election day. James Zogby explains how 


Gloom has once again descended on foe Republican Party and 
the Dole campaign has begun to act in desperation. After two 
weeks of press leaks suggesting that Dole had decided to raise 
the issue of Bill Clinton’s character. Dole unloaded a bitter at- 
tack on the Clinton White House. 

In a series of speeches. Dole, his naming mate. Jack Kemp, 
and other campaign supporters pointed to mistakes and scan- 
dals that have plagued tbe president and members of his ad- 
ministration for foe past four years. While these attacks are mu- 
sic to foe ears of the Republican faithful, they have not yet 
borne fruit for foe Dole campaign for four principal reasons. 

First, oooe of foe scandals directly involves foe president in 
any wrongdoing. Second, most of these matters have been tbe 
subject of years of investigation and long, drawn-out Congres- 
sional hearings. In most cases foe public has decided that by 
raising them again, foe Republicans are just “playing politics”. 

Third, by going an tbe attack. Senator Dole risks losing as 
much as he might gain. Voters already feel that Dole is too 
mean and too negative. By directly and repeatedly going after 
tbe president, Dole is in danger of reinforcing this negative im- 
age of his campaign. 

Finally, most voters have already- decided how they will vote 
and seem to be basing foeir choice on specific issues and foeir 
concerns about tire direction of foe country. In this regard it is 
interesting to note that while voters give Dole a higher rating 
for integrity and character than Clinton, they give foe president 
higher points for leadership on foe issues that mean foe most to 
them — education, foe economy, health care, environmental 
concerns and fighting crime. 

As a result, foe president has maintained a greater than 10 per 
cent lead for weeks now and that level has at tunes increased to 
over 15 percent 

What is most troubling to tbe Dole camp is that the president 
is not only leading Dole in national polls, but in important 
states where Republicans have traditionally been victorious. 
And it is these state-by-state counts that will ultimately be de- 
cisive in determining foe outcome of foe election. 

To understand presidential politics in foe United States, it is 
necessary to understand foe inner workings of what is called 
foe electoral system. According to the US constitution, pres- 
idential elections are not, in fact, decided by foe national pop- 
ular vote — but by what is called tbe electoral vote. 

Each of the 50 states is assigned a specific number of electo- 
ral votes, or electors. States are given as many electors as their 
combined number of congressmen and senators. Every state 
has two senators, but tbe number of congressmen is determined 
by foe state’s population. 

Thus, California, the most populous state, which has 52 con-, 
gressmen and two senators, is assigned a total of 54 electoral 
votes. Vermont, with a far smaller population, has only three 
electoral votes. 

The winner of «^»^h state receives all of its electoral votes. 
There are a total of 538 electoral votes: 435 congressmen, 100 
senators and three electoral votes for the nation’s capital, 
Washington DC. In order to win the election, a presidential 
candidate must win enough states to win at least 270 electoral 
votes — half of foe total plus one. 

This complex system has produced presidential campaigns 
which are run not as national efforts, but as individual state 
campaigns. The themes and programmes put forward by foe 
candidate. are national in scope, but foe tactics of each cam- 
paign are focused on a local basis. 

From 1968 to 1988 foe Republicans had what was considered 
a “lock” on foe electoral vote. Because foeir message and pro- 
grammes appealed to so many diverse constituencies and re- 
gions of the country. Republicans were virtually guaranteed 
victory in 21 states with a total of 191 electoral votes. They 
won these states in all six elections between 1968 and 1988. In 
five of those six elections, they also won another 12 states with 
a combined total of 138 electoral votes. 

Tbe Democrats, on the other hand, only won Washington DC 
all six times. 

As a result of foeir regularly winning these states, even if 
only by a small margin. Republicans were virtually guaranteed 
victories by what appeared to be large margins in the electoral 
vote. 

In 1968 for example. Republican Richard Nixon beat Demo- 
crat Hubert Eumpbrey by a mere one per cent of the popular 
vote, or only 500,000 votes nationally. Nixon's real victory 
came in the electoral vote where he won enough states to win 
by a margin of 301-191. That year, a southern governor named 
George Wallace ran as an independent and won 46 electoral 
votes by winning a number of southern states. 

Similarly, while Ronald Reagan is remembered for his land- 
slide victory over Jimmy Carter in 1980, be in feet won by only 
nine per cent of foe popular vote. The landslide came in the 
electoral vote count, which Reagan won by 489 to 49. 

Even George Bush's 1988 victory over Michael Dukakis was 
less than nine per cent nationally, but he won enough states to 
give him a 426-to-l 1 1 margin in electoral votes. 

As a result of this Republican lock on almost all of foe west- 
ern states (including California), tbe industrial Mid-Westem 
states (especially IUrnois, Indiana, Michigan and Ohio) and 
most of foe southern states (when a southerner like Carter or 
Wallace was not in foe race), Democrats were at a real dis- 
advantage when miming national campaigns. 

With Republicans all but guaranteed victory in so many 
states. Democrats had to win all the rest plus a few of foe so- 
called Republican states just to be competitive. 

In 1 992 Democrats, led by Bill Clinton, broke that electoral 
lock. By developing a centrist message thar focused on ec- 
onomic issues, Clinton was able to assemble a coalition that 
won the support of young and middle-class voters, including 
those who live in states that Republicans had previously 
claimed as foeir own. Clinton, for example, won California 
with 54 electoral votes and Dlinois with 22. Republicans had 
won these slates in foe past six elections. 

In 1996 ClintoD promises to surpass his 1992 victory. Not 
only is he leading in California and Illinois,' he is also leading 
Dole in such Republican strongholds as Arizona (eight electo- 
ral votes) and Florida (25). 

The latest state polls show Clinton having a commanding 
lead in 25 states with 307 electoral votes. Dole, on foe other 
hand, has a substantial lead in only nine states with 44 electoral 
votes. Overall, Clinton is ahead in 35 states with 412 electoral 
votes, while Dole is leading in 14 states with 1 1 0 votes. 

With a bleak picture before them. Dole's campaign strategists 
are increasingly hard pressed to decide in which states they 
should campaign to win the necessary 270 electoral votes. ■ 

One major US newspaper described the Dole strategy as at- 
tempting to “thread foe needle”. With only two weeks to go and 
limited campaign funds left. Dole has had to decide to pool all 
of his resources into about a dozen states — including Cal- 
ifornia, Florida, Virginia and Texas — where be is running 
neck and neck with tbe president and to ignore foe rest of foe 
country. 

Since foe Dole campaign will not actually compete in several 
states, foe Clinton campaign can turn its attention to a few key 
states of foeir orwn and to helping Democrat candidates in elec- 
tions for foe Senate and House of Representatives. 

The president wants not only to win in November, but to see 
his Democratic Party return to control in Congress. Winning 
back control of the Senate may be difficult, but regaining tbe 
House of Representatives appears to be within foe realm of pos- 
sibility. 

This has been a dramatic turn of events for the Democrats. In 
1994, when foe Republicans shocked the nation and seized con- 
trol of Congress, most analysts gave Clinton up for dead. With 
his pollmg figures at an all-time low and with an aggressive 
new Republican leadership in charge in Washington, it was as- 
sumed that Clinton would lose in 1996 and Republicans would 
control all branches of government. 

A combination of Republican mistakes and an effective 
White House political campaign have proven that prediction 
quite wrong. 

Republicans will continue to campaign aggressively and hope 
that foeir attack tactics and foeir “eye of foe needle” electoral 
strategy works. But barring a miracle. President Clinton ap- 
pears to be heading for victory with popularity enough to help 
his party regain at least sorpe of its fbnner strength. 

The writer is president of the Washington-based Arab Amer- 
ican Institute. 

Edited by Gavnal Nkrumah 
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Extremist extravaganzas 

Despite months of constant debating and deliberating, the issue 
of security still looms large and unresolved in the search for re- 
gional peace. Progress is reportedly being made on the Hebron 
troop re-deployment, but again, security issues are the main 
sticking point as Palestinians push for a lull implementation of 
the Oslo Accords and Israelis seek to rewrite the agreement 

But in a maimer that has become sadly representative of the 
fragility and stupidity of the whole debate, Netanyahu’s secur- 
ity forces were again a little too overzeal ous — this time dur- 
ing a visit by French President Jacques C3rirac. As they scur- 
ried around, attempting to ensure die safety of die French 
leader, they succeeded in doing what few others have dome, ir- 
ritate a president to the extend that he is forced to yell at them 
in public. 

Netanyahu, of course, was cjuick with an apology, one which 
included soothing words of friendship, but which did not go so 
far as to enlist French aid. France, after all, is not one of die 
countries in Netanyahu's hip pocket and, therefore, cannot be 
counted on to tow the Likud Party line. 

The real apology, however, should be directed to the people 
who are forced to negotiate with one so deluded, misguided 
and hypocritical as Netanyahu. While his forces are busy try- 
ing to guard against Palestinian attacks, Jewish settlers in Heb- 
ron are casually throwing tea in the face of noted Israeli leg- 
islators who favour peace. Ironically, the settler got away from 
the allegedly crack Israeli forces. 

Netanyahu was also not especially quick to proffer a sheep- 
ish grin when members of his Likud Party refused to shake 
bands with Arafat while touting Bethlehem. As these leg- 
islators were befog escorted out of Arafat's home, they said 
they would be back — with tanks. 

But if security is the key to peace, then perhaps the 400 set- 
tlers near Hebron, and extremist Israelis, like other freaks of 
nature, should be guarded, if for no other reason than to keep 
them away from the Arabs — for their own safety and secur- 
ity, of course. 
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Many in Egypt and other Arab countries see the 
current situation in the Middle East as transparent 
and bleak pt sa m e rime: trareyafent, in so far as 

it seems obvious that die peace process is back to 
square one, and bleak, because it seans obvious 
that the Israeli government has decided to jettison 
the Oslo agreements as well as the ground covered 
in four years of negotiations with Syria and Leb- 
anon. The situation, however, is far more complex 
than it appears. Nor, indeed, is it as bleak as it 
asm-re in some at first glance. With the future of the 
region at stake, we cannot afford the luxury of gen- 


The first observation we can make is foaj ir- 
respective of bow we understand current condi- 
tions, there is no question of viewing them in terms 

of “a return to square one.'’ History does not re- 
volve in a geometrically prescribed circle so as to 
reproduce itself inexhaustibly. If we grant that the 
region is no longer foe same as it was before foe 
Gulf War, then we have no grounds to claim that 
foe present moment in foe course of the peace pro- 
cess is, or can be, a repetition of foe past 
Since foe Madrid peace conference five years 
ago, far-reaching events have created solid fads on 
foe ground, foe most significant of winch has been 
the establishment of a Palestinian authority on Pal- 
estinian land. This is a reality that even Israeli 
Prime Minister Bfoyamfo Netanyahu is no longer 
capable of erasing, however distasteful he or his 
government might find it 
This feet alone has fundamentally changed the 
situation in foe region We have in our hands agree- 
ments signed by Israel and witnessed by the entire 
world, regardless of bow Tel Aviv tries to worm its 
way out of them. In feet, in recent weeks it was 
forced to sit down again at foe negotiating table in 
order to determine the procedures for putting them 
into effect after months of attempting to renege on 
its commitments. Of course, even at the negotiating 
table it a tt emp t ed to use evasive tactics. It insisted 
foat it should retain control over security in Heb- 
ron. It demanded the right to pursue Palestinians 
suspected of terrorist activities in the areas under 


The prevailing |||| 

atmosphere in the 
Middle East is I pll 

currently one of doom §||l| 
and gloom. But, writes ||||f 
Ibrahim Nafie, H| 

we should not 

surrender to K || 

despondency , Ml 

control of foe Palestinian Authority and, on one oc- 
casion, sought to set limits on tbs height of Pal- 
estinian buildmgs- 

Palestinian negotiators rejected all these de- 
mands as well as all of foe Israeli negotiators' at- 
tempts to reformulate them. Whatever Israel does, 
the Palestinians have a powerful weapon in their 
Hawk — foe fed that Israel has agreed to abide by 
its commitments. 

Neither is foe United States in a position to con- 
test this new reality, no matter how much it wants 
to pamper Israel And, possibly more significantly, 
it is a reality supported by broad sectors of Israeli 
public opinion, as is evidenced not only by Israeli 
opinion polls, , but by large-scale popular dem- 
onstrations in support of peace and withdrawal 
from Hebron and even in opposition to foe settle- 
ments. Moreover, there have emerged sharp rifts 
between the Israeli military leadership and the gov- 
ernment during the negotiations; at times it ap- 
peared as though the negotiations were not merely 
taking place between the Palestinians and the Is- 
raelis, but between foe Israelis themselves. 

Yet another significant result of foe profound 






changes in the region since Madrid has be« foe 
emergence ofEurope as a force to be reckons vith 
in the Middle East peace process. This was em- 
on fifratari clearly by this week’s visit of F neb 
President Jacques Chirac to foe region, the im ica- 
tions of which would be political and strategic oily 
to ignore. 

True, Europe r emains more an economic | wer 
than a political force in world affairs. But a jore 
politically confident Europe is emerging, an this 
can be observed most clearly in the ch a ng e i Eu- 
ropean attitudes towards the peace process ince 
the Madrid conference. Then, Europe was ha( y to 

act the observer and give foe US a free hand to mn- 

age foe peace process. Now, however, Eun e is 
seeking a more active role in achieving ainal 
Arab- Israeli peace. Foe one thing, the Eur can 
Union is no longer content with responding US 
requests that it provide financial backing to fo Pal- 
estinian Authority while having no say i the 
course of foe peace process. 

France boldly stands out among its Euriean 
partners. It was instrumental in reaching the pril 
agreement in Lebanon this year, effectively pre- 


venting Israel from reaping polfficai ^d fliategic 
rewards from ta onslaught on South Sev- 

eral other European states, inaudin&Bntem, <5*. 
man and Italy, are also playing diverse tales, && 
a imrd rit pushing forward foe peace process. 

All this underlines the feet that whatever Jfc- 
tanyahu’s personal inclinations, he is not operate^ 
in a void. His options are detennincdbylocal, *. 
mortal and international factors that are not of his- • 
own making and foat, moreover, he has very liflfe 
capacity to change. He might scck to wriggfe hg 
vvayaround these new realities by e^pk)ifii\gt«a- 
poraiy expediencies such as the American preaJ 
idential elections. But ultimately he will be com- 
pelled to yield to what has effectively become a 
uni versal demand to implement the agreements 1 
foat have been concluded- _ 

The question remains, when will this occur? Its 
my belief that Netanyahu will continue to drag Us 
feet until after the American elections ia'fee hope 
foat further time may be gained as foe new ad- 
ministration sets its house in order. In ; all events; 
and irrespective of how skilfully be attempts to 
mani pulate the new realities, much depends on foe 
Arabs' ability to comprehend the intricate sub- 
tleties of the present situation in the region, which 
offers them considerable room for manoeuvre and 
extensive scope to influence wodd public opinion. 

Egypt, as always, has a vital rotetoptsy in this. . 
respect President Hostti Mubarak’s decision toM 
boycott foe Washington summit has sounded sT 
warning of foe dire consequences of the new Is- 
raeli government’s policies, while his interviews . 
in foe Israeli press and television emphasised to 
the Israeli people Egypt’s conxrmtmeaf to bofo 
peace and the realisation of fundamental Arab 
rights. 

Tomorrow, Mubarak receives President Chirac. 
Their meeting, which comes in the- wake of a 
number of meetings the Egyptian leader had with 
top European officials who visited Qriro recently, 
underlines a growing Arab-Eoropean under- 
standing which can well serve foe cause of peace 
intberegion. . 


Is the issue Ghali or the UN? I Stage rivalry 


Clinton’s strong opposition to the candidacy of Boutros-Ghali for a second term in office raises ques )ns 
going beyond Ghali’s person. Mohamed Sid-Ahmed probes the significance of the controvesy 


By Naguib Mahfouz 


It is to be questioned whether the 
ongoing debate over the re-election 
of Boutros Ghali to a second term is 
triggered exclusively by considera- 
tions related to foe quality of his 
performance during his first term or 
whether it reflects a deeper issue re- 
lated to divergent views of what the 
world organisation should become 
in foe poet-bipolar world order. In 
other words, is the issue personal 
and subjective, or is it of an ob- 
jective, political, character? 

The Clinton administration has 
made its opposition to his can- 
didacy for a second term crystal 
clear, going so far as to threaten to 
use its veto to block it if need be, al- 
though foe US has no specific can- 
didate of its own. One must assume 
that, in Clinton’s eyes, Gbali’s of- 
fenses are beyond redemption. But 
what are they? Rumour has it that 
one of his main sins was to have 
held back from an outright con- 
demnation of the Serbs in the Bos- 
nian civil war, because they are, 
tike Gbati himself; of foe Christian 
'Orthodox faith. Another rumour 
has it that he incurred America’s 
wrath when he passed over the find- 
ings of the UN investigation into 
the Qana massacre, which were un- 
equivocally critical of Israel, to the 
Security Council- None of these ar- 
guments have been debated openly, 
nor are they expected to be. For it 
is hard to see how they can be in- 
voked by a superpower as justifica- 
tion for resorting to a veto. 

The argument the US administra- 
tion uses to explain its opposition to 
Ghali’s reelectton is that he felled to 
introduce foe necessary reforms to 
the international organisation that 
would enable it to oope with foe re-* 
qirirements of a wholly new world 


game as it enters the 21st century. 
There is no doubt that the UN is 
marked by obvious anachronisms, 
its basic structure still reflecting the 
post-Worid War n global setup 
which favoured foe victorious Al- 
lies at the expense of the van- 
quished Axis states. It is a structure 
foat is totally at odds with foe re- 
alities of the post-Cold War setup. 
To mention only foe more startling 
aberrations: Russia, which inherited 
foe Soviet Union's seat after die lat- 
ter ceased to exist, also inherited the 
veto rights the defunct superpower 
exercised in foe Security Council, 
while Germany and Japan, which 
were never granted veto rights be- 
cause they had lost foe war, are kept 
outside the power game in the Se- 
curity Council, although both are 
economically more powerful than 
permanent members tike Britain 
and France, who enjoy veto rights 
because they had been on die win- 
ning side in the war. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the 
United Nations in 1995 provided a 
perfect opportunity to embark on 
serious attempt to restructure the 
world organisation. However, the 
initiative for such a politically sen- 
sitive endeavour cannot come from 
foe secretary-general, who is not 
empowered to decide whether fate- 
ful decisions concerning, for in- 
stance, the restructuring of the Se- 
curity Council or foe future of veto 
rights, should be tabled for dis- 
cussion. No doubt he is in a posi- 
tion to air ideas and come up with 
concrete proposals on key issues 
generally regarded as enjoying 
some form of consensus between 
states, such as foe idea of ‘pre- 
emptive diplomacy’, which Bou- 
tros-Ghali actually promoted. But 


be cannot be blamed for not raising 
such highly delicate and con- 
troversial issues as why Russia 
should be occupying foe Soviet Un- 
ion's seat in the Security Council, 
while Germany and Japan, or even 
India and other prominent Third 
World countries, do not enjoy sim- 
ilar prerogatives. 

It is to be questioned whether the 
US administration’s complaints 
concerning Boutros-Ghali’s failure 
to restructure foe UN do not betray 
its displeasure with the secretary- 
general for not sufficiently up- 
holding what the US regards as its 
exclusive prerogatives in the new 
global game, however under- 
standing Boutros-Ghali has been of 
the special status enjoyed by the US 
in the post-bipolar world system. 
This raises the key question of 
which of foe two, the US or the UN, 
is foe main arbiter of world politics 
today. In other words, is foe UN a 
forum for the free interplay of all 
global actors, without special ad- 
vantages for any, or is it, rather, the 
exclusive domain of one, specific 
actor who is ‘more equal' than the 
others? 

It has been argued that with foe 
Americans openly vowing to block 
his reelection, Boutros-Ghali should 
gracefully concede defeat and desist 
from putting himself forward for a 
second term. So far, Boutros-Ghali 
has decided to press ahead with his 
bid for a second term. I personally 
believe be has made the right de- 
cision, not because he is likely to 
win foe battle, but because foe bat- 
tle itself will help dissipate the am- 
biguity surrounding foe status of the 
UN in foe present world ‘order’. 

Boutros-Ghali does not tack sup- 
porters for bis nomination to a 


second term, which is backl by 
many of the major Eui >ean 
states, the Arab states, the I: mic 
states, the African Franco ione 
bloc, as well as many other ates 
which are ready to challengekhat 
they see as a US diktat on t is- 
sue. The battle over his reeli lion 
is useful in foat it reveals th real 
workings of the United Natic s in 
the present situation, throui a 
practical demonstration, not niy 
through a disinterested a cat nic 
analysis. In a way, the out me 
of the battle will determine w ;th- 
er the world organisation has een 
reduced to an appendage of )ne 
specific superpower, or whetl r it 
is still a body capable ofjup- 
holding the rules of democrat} in 
international relations. In <her 
words, is bipolarity still the one 
of the global game, obviouslino 
longer in terms of an East- vest 
bipolar confrontation, -but ’ in 
North-South terms. specificalMas 
an expression of confrontation le- 
tween a North limited to one leu- 
ing superpower and the rest p- 
duced to subordinate status? 1 
The answer to this question toui- 
es on concrete problems, such Is 
the future of foe Arab-Israeli cat 
ffict where it is fer from certain tit 
the best approach to its solution | 
one based on giving foe US a fr 
hand as the exclusive arbiter, 
more balanced approach would t 
to place the resolution of the coi 
flict under UN auspices, wher 
prominent powers such as Franc 
can operate actively. The Boutros 
Ghali controversy highlights a prob- 
lem that goes fer beyond his per 
sonal qualifications. And it is cf di- 
rect concern to us, irrespective of 
the fact that he is an Egyptian. 


Youssef Wahby, the 
anniversary of 

whose death fells - 

this month, devoted jjHBgpWM; 
his life to the theatre 
durrng a period : 

when any connection 
with the stage was ■ * y. 

considered degrading ' 

for* people of his 'nv-‘ 
class. • V-nSsK-? 1 ' 

Youssef Wahby, 
the son of a pasha, in-. • " 
herited a large fortune, all of which he 
spent on the theatre. And his influence 
was enormous. He introduced a the--, 
torical style which became hugely pop-'* 
ular among audiences, although mahy- 
critics were less than complimentary^ 
among them Mohamed El-TsBei who 
seemed to specialise in attacking Wah- 
by 's theatrical declamation. *• v ■ "1- ■ 

Some may not -recall foat Youssef 
Wahby’s first leading lady was Fatma 
Rushdi, who was later replaced by 
Amina Rizk. Fatma Rushdi then es- 
tablished her own private theatre, and 
there was tremendous rivalry between 
her troupe and Wahby’s. Sometimes " 
they would even put on the same 
plays, which of course was greatly ap- 
preciated by foe public. We would at- 
tend a performance by Youssef Wah- . 
by’s troupe one day and attend foe 
same performance tty Fatma Rushdi’s . 
tiie next and then compare the two. 

I well remember performances; of _ 
Hamlet and of Antony and Cleopatra ; 
being staged simultaneously by the ! 
two troupes. And everyone talked 
about them, comparing winch they | 
preferred. Nowadays foe only com- 
petition I see is between Ahli and 
Zamalek. 
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Af-Gomfiuria: “It seems that one option has been 
placed before Egyptian political, cultural and business cir- 
cles; an ‘instant initiative’ to woo that section of foe Israeli 
public whoareforpeace, otherwise wesufferagrievous loss. 
1 see no logical explanation for this strange idea... It seems 
that Netanyahu' s hard-line discourse and stances have af- 
fected the nerves ofthose who woul d have us la unch such an 
initiative before we are lost.. The problem, however, is not 
Egyptian. It is an Israeli issue... We should do absolutely 
nothmgandleavefoesituationtaexplodeinthe faces ofthose 
who wish toassassinate peace. Only this can put things back 
on the right track and force Netanyahu to rethink his posi- 
tion.” 

(Mahfouz El-Ansari. 20 October) 

AI-Ahali: “It is certainly not foe right time to host 
Weizman or Peres. Weizman is merely a functionary 
with foe title of president, and a meeting with Peres, 
who is moderate only when compared to Netanyahu, 
will be of no benefit.. Regardless of how much the Zi- 
onists disagree with each other, they all unite behind a 
common goal, something foe Arabs and Palestinians 
have yet to achieve. Today we have to decide carefully 
with whom we should meet, where, why and according 
to what criteria. This is a message to everybody: meet- 
ing an Israeli or a Zionist who opposes foe Palestinian 
right of return, self-determination and an independent 
State, is effectively promoting policies that we reject.” 
(Lut/y Waked. 16 October) 

Al-Ahram: “Many differ in their categorisation of 
Israeli political forces... If we consider only the ‘os- 
tensible’ mechanisms of power in Israel, we shall con- 
tinue to disagree on which is the better party to have in 
power in Israel.. Yefappearance and real substance are 
too different things. Having been founded through the 

use of aimed force to usurp another people's land, foe 
Israeli military will never, easily, hand over foe state to 
the military, especially in all that concerns foe funda- 
mental aspects, upon which that state was built... Israeli 
politicians act along the margins; foe fundamentals lie 
in the hands of foe generals. Only one thing can change 
this situation and awaken everybody, whether in Tel 
Aviv or in Washington — the movement of the Pal- 
estinian People, against foe military with its funda- 
mentals, and the politicians, with their margins.'' 

(Amina Shqfiq. 20 October) 

AKArabi: “A miserable idea is being propagated by 
some in a miserable situation, something called ‘gradual 


The normalisation option 


normalisation ft seems foat some people think it will 
split foe Israeli position and exert pressure on Ne- 
tanyahu. It is unrealistic to assume that there are basic 
differences between the Labour and Likud parties. Both 
Peres and Netanyahu wish to achieve Israeli conquest 
in foe name of peace, and there is no difference be- 
tween them except that Peres' approach is less of- 
fensive." 

(Abdel- Halim Kandil, 21 October) 

At-Shaab: "The danger of convening foe No- 
vember conference for normalisation and establishing 
foe Zionist entity as an economic leader in the region is 
that it rewards Netanyahu for humiliating foe Arab na- 
tions and will make the Zionists even more arrogant. 
Why should they make concessions when we arc dis- 
cussing economic cooperation with them despite their 
actions on our land and against our dignity and holy 
places. Economic cooperation with Israel under these 
conditions amounts to collaboration, helping them to do 
what they want with Jerusalem and AJ-Aqsa Mosque 
and subjugate not only foe Palestinians, but all the Ar- 
abs." 

( Magdi Ahmed Hussein. 15 October) 

Al-Akhbarc “There is now a dire need for an ef- 
fective and neutral European postion in the peace pro- 
cess to balance the role of foe US, especially after foe 
Washington summit showed that foe US is not pres- 
ently an effective partner. They have neither the power 
nor the will to pressure Israel... Yet we must not forget 
that it is essential for the Arabs to unify their stances 
and take foe appropriate steps to make Israel realise 
foat it will pay for its intransigence.'’ 

(Samir Found Ramzi, IS October) 

AI-Wafd: “I think that President Chirac's Middle 
East tour is the most important by any leader from a 
Western power to the region... European policies to- 
wards the Middle East conflict have become more bal- 
anced due to the US blind support of Israel, which 
threatens Western interests in foe region. Europe today 
realises foat its interests arc best served by achieving 
stability and peaceful coexistence between the Arabs 
and the Israelis,.. We should encourage this new trend 
and remove the out-dated notion that foe US holds 99 
per cent of the cards.” 

( Gama l Badawi. 19 October) 

Compiled by Hala Saqr 
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State up 

Salama A. Salama 

Control 

on-line 


A$ the information revolution 
• enters a new ora the security* 
surveillance and judicial au- 
thorities throughout the Arab 
world have been on. red alert. 
Throughout 1S05 they were 
busy searching for ways to 
control and censor fax mes- 
sages and date nets and to 
control die. p m g ram ipjH; 
spewed out by satellite chan- 
nels. Meanwhile the advanced 
world was facing, other prob- 
lems as they sought to bn-, 
prove and streamline the flow.' 
of data along the “information 
highway” by the use of world- 
wide computer nets. Their 
concerns were far removed 
frpm restricting access to in- 
formation, or distorting the 
presentation of that in- 
formation. Rather they con- 
centrated on facilitating its 
^freeflow.. 

i But in die Arab world we 
/ continue to consider the pos- 
} session of information as the 
prerogative of the ruling elite.-. 
It is this elite that reserves for 
itself the* right to decree what 
is good and what is bad, to 1 
decide what. is in die public 
interest and what is not In 
progressive countries the. ac- 
quisition of information is 
seen as a right to be enjoyed . 
by all. It is up to .the in- ; 
dividual to distinguish be- | 
tween what is suitable and 
what is not and legal pro- 
ceedings are only invoked in 
the event of information that 
might be seriously detri- 
mental to society. 

Last year several Arab 
states spent a great deal of en- 
ergy on attempts to cub the 
spread of parabolic antennae 
— dishes — and limit the re- 
ception of TV pro gram mes » 
deemed incorruptible with re- 
ligious beliefs, customs or tra- 
ditions. Furthermore the ac- 
cess of individuals or groups' 
to specific dam bases is so- 1 
verely limited, even in linir.. 
varsities and research, in- 
stitutes. 

Can we, then, express even 
a modicum' of smprise that in- 
tellectual life in the.. Arab, 
world is as claustrophobic, as ’ 
narrow and uninspiring as if j 
is? Or that those who fcvp$et. 
themselves up as die' guar- 
diaiK of om reli^ous valuK 
and moral! well being should; 
ure the. powere they have ao-/ 
creed to silence, any dis-sent, , 
to terrorise intellectuals and. 
confine any. creative. . eri- 
. deavour within the narrowest 
of limits? 

They proscribe books and 
films under die coyer of Islam. 
They bring jawsiuts with -the 
aim of limiting-freedom of ex- 
pression. . Constantly ^ they , 
claim to be protecting Islam 
a gainst forces intent qa its 
subversion and in the course 
. of tins defence file an ever 

r i wing number of lawsuits. 

some cases the verdicts are 
for tire defendants, in others 
tiiey are condemned to .prison 
terms. Publications are seized, 
charges of apostasy upheld, 
and husbands separated from 
wives. 

The gaming impetus, -of 
those forces opposed to en- 
lightenment and to freedom 
gives us all cause to worry,. 
Whether the strength of this 
trend is a result of blinkered 
prejudice and bigotry,' for 
which, of course, read ignor- 
ance, or . whether it is under- 
■ written by -the apprehension 
of the authorities and the lack 
of trust they place in their 
own populations is neither 
here nor there. The fect is that 
those opposed to advance- 
ment appear to be gaining 
rather than losing ground. 


/gff^ kAftrc on 


Opinion 9 


Soafi&o, 




PEACE 




d£ 





Union of silence 

This year's trade union elections are passing virtually unnoticed, 
a far cry from the debate and controversy that used to character- 
ise such events. 

This strange silence has several causes. There are now fewer 
trade union committees holding elections — 1,650 units as op- 
posed to 2300 in the mid '80s. In new units they have en- 
countered legal difficulties following the impl ementation of the 
mvestaent few and existing union Structures have been weakened 
by the privatisation process. In the Tenth of Ramadan City, the 
largest of the new industrial cities, there are 1 17 factories but only 
seven hade union committees where elections are taking place. 

Recent amendments to the law have increased the number of 
workers necessary for the formation of a union Grom SO in any 
given unit to 250. Few of the new, capital intensive factories are 
likely to employ enough workers to meet this new quorum. 

The trade union movement is also being steadily deprived of 
experienced members. In one public sector engineering com- 
pany every single worker aged between 50 and 60 has applied 
for early retirement. Many agricultural unions, too, have ceased 
to operate, largely due to the feet that they were of increasingly 
little relevance to rural agricultural workers. 

Yet across the board trade union activities appear to be of de- 
creasing relevance to their members — the 
free economy has become a reality and in the 
transition the role of trade unions has been re- 
stricted to discussing retirement benefits mid 
other day to day matters, whereas formerly 
much larger issues would be debated. 

In Egypt, as elsewhere, trade unions appear ® ^ ' 
to be increasingly marginal within the polit- 
ical process, and it is this marginalisation, an 
international phenomena, that, accounts for »£!□■* 

the low profile elections. 


This week's Soapbox speaker is a journalist 
in Al-Ahram, a member of the Press Syn- 
dicate Council and an expert on the trade un- 
ion movement. 
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Looking beneath the carpet 

The sudden rush on the part of a number of Egyptian intellectuals to promote dialogue with Netahyahu's opponents within Israel 
is neither a ndw phenomenon nor, under present circumstances, one particularly conducive to peace, writes Gamil M attar 


The last’ two months have seen several developments 
7 that bear a- striking-similarity to -£yents of the 1970s. 
Then flw was exerting tremendous pressure an Egypt 
tb L receive delegationsof American Zionists. The idea, 
-.ostensil^, was.^ injcUcctuals and writers to. 

.. meet with American jews and engage in dialogue with 
' them 'in- ender to recognise, their humanity, and — pre- 
sumably — ■' to. conclude that Zionism was not: quite as 
evil as Arab ultra-nationalists portrayed, it to be. -Sceptics 
were told that such meetings would be of help to the US 
administration. in^ exerting pressure on. Israel to adjust its 
. policies towards Egyptand the Arabs. - 

Since the . election of Netanyahu Ihe same scenario is 
repeating itself mid. hardly a week goes by without die 
arrival in Cairo of yet another delegation of extremist Zi~ 

- onisis. They come, state their ext remis t positions, and 
then .return', to tbeU&withouf having adjusted a single 

r notiom .yjlow. qf nQ cgse.jn vtffofo ■* member. of one of 
foese- delegations has: altered hjs. position or suggested . 
concessions that the Israeli government should offer. ' . 

- -Tbs standard practice at these: meetings is for the 
Egyptian, pr Arab participatitn '.to bend over backwards to 
prove fecit moderate credentials while die Jewish guests 
take every opportunity ; to present themselves as firm Zj- 

; musts, intractable in concerfcng ^ewish-rights”. 

- T have no doubt that the majority of Egyptian and Arab 
participants in these meetings are well meaning, nor do ] 
entertain any suspadons concerning their utotives.- They 

. all share the samebi&sic belief — =■ that they participate in 
these dialogues as a way Jo influence die drinking of 
their Zionist counterparts. There is nothing ta fear^they 

- argue, since we enter into these discussions confident of 

our choiceof peace and. of Arab rights. . . 

This^ar leasts is how^lhe argument used to- go. Lately . 
though, and particularly among new adherents to the cur- 
rent round of- ‘dialogue’, the argument has developed 
into something, like this: *We have to penetrate Israeli 
society tiuop^i cBalogue in order to save the peace pro- 
cess for which we have paid dearty in blood m the Oc- 
tober War. The Israelis are divided, as proven by the last 
eb»riops,-and die Israeli, peace camp, which is the left, 
wfctefris foe Labour Party, is on the, defensive. Egyptian’ 
intellectuals are duty-bound to ; forge ahead, courageous- 
ly breakmgthe siege around foe Israeli left and j oining 
hands with it to countefoalance th& Israeli right-wing, 
which does not hide its hostility to peace.’ 

. This n^ argument, put forwardby an increasing num- 
ber of Egyptian intellectuals has, rpjny view, gone .well 
beyond .foe jreaW of creative fomkmg on Arab-lsraidd 
peace, if only because much of what is being proposed 
ties outride foe field of cultural,- academic or media ac- 
tivity. ft impinges bn, indeed conies to constitute, direct 
political' action and While this transition is not alarming 
in and of itself it raises a number of important questions. 

Significantly, those propounding this argument come . 
from across flic political spectrum. Their ideological 
frames of reference are fer from similar, and the cam- . 
paign includes intellectuals belonging to the fer right and. 
others from foe left. Moreover, financial and com-. 


merrial forces appear to be playing an increasing role in 
the campaign, whether through support and encour- 
agement or direct organisation, mobilisation and re- 
cruitment 

There are Arose who believe that the aim of the cam- 
paign is largely domestic and in reality has little to do 
with influencing Israeli public opinion. The real aim of 
the campaign, they argue, is to coax the Egyptian polit- 
ical leadership from its pan- Arabist and nationalistic 
stance into positions less aligned to foe Palestinians and 
the Syrians and less challenging to the Israelis and the 
Americans. Fuelling the campaign, tiiey suggest, lies the 
conviction among certain groups that foe nationalist po- 
litical discourse hampers foe prospects for Egyptian cap- 
italism , triggering increasing concern in Israel and in- 
citing Egyptian and Arab public opinion. The latter, 
these vested interests warn, may bigger an un- 
controllable “chain reaction" anda ; descent into chaos. 

. It has also been suggested, in justification of tins cam- 
paign, that Egypt should have taken more care In its con- 
frontation with Netanyahu not to fuel the fears of foe Is- 
raeli; people. They argue that since we have opted for 
the peace process, it is our duly to reassure the Israeli 
people, eliminating the reasons that lie behind their 
fears, going back to die October War in .1973 and some- 
times a couple of millennia more. Moreover, we should 
not, they argue, give the Israelis new grounds for fear. I 
have braid leaders of this campaign bitterly complain 
that certain recent Egyptian statements and actions, such 
as the Badr military manoeuvres, have deeply fractured 
the Israelis’ sense of security, a fracture, that can be 
healed only through an intensive campaign conducted by 
businessmen, thinkers, writers, the leaders of non- 
governmental groups, trade unions and university pro- 
fessors. 

There are also those who say that foe Arab summit 
held in Cairo after Netanyahu's election was a mistake. 
They argue that by meeting .so swiftly Arab leaders 
helped promote Netanyahu’s popularity inside Israel and 
in foe US, bringing to his camp people from the left and 
from among the supporters of peace. 

We .should exert every effort, they argue, to convince 
foe Israeli people that Egyptians are in favour of normal- 
isation rtf’ relations and realise that without speedy nor- 
malisation there can be no peace, regardless of what foe 
negotiators commit to paper. 

Such arguments are invariably compounded by the as- 
sertion drat in Egypt there exist those with a profound 
enmity to foe very concept of peace. Their position, ft is 
argued, received a boost with foe holding of foe Arab 
summit, and Iras been reinforced by the feet that the po- 
litical leadership, represented by the president and his 
foreign policy administration, appears united with Egyp- - 
turn public opinion in its positions towards Israel. 

American tmd Israeli o fficials have been quick to crit- 
icise what appears to be perceived as a new orientation 
in Egyptian policy. Individuals who criticise Israeli ar- 
rogance and intransigence, or who defend Arab rights in 
Palestine, Syria and~Lebanon are repeatedly and in- 


discriminately denounced as enemies of peace, a charge 
that is even burled at those individuals who have the te- 
merity to question foe excessive and incomprehensible 
urge to normalise relations before reaching a reasonable, 
if not a real, peace. 

The most serious of the whispering campaigns befog 
conducted by foe new normal iscrs, and the most sig- 
nificant, is their suggestion that “enemies of peace" in 
Egypt are conspiring to restore dictatorship to foe coun- 
try. But peace, they whisper, can only be realised in a 
climate of democracy, pluralism and freedom of expres- 
sion. Dictatorship, they insinuate, leads only to war. 
One can only surmise that behind such naive in- 
sinuations lies an attempt to provide some form of cred- 
ibility for Netanyahu's insistence, before the US Con- 
gress, that democratic Israel could in no way be held 
responsible for triggering wars fo the region. Rather, he 
was happy to suggest, such responsibility lies squarely 
at die door of Arab dictators. 

Not surprisingly, this kind of thinking is popular fo the 
West, which has a vested interest in rewriting its own 
history of colonialist plunder and imperialist wars and 
devastation. 

He strategy followed by foe advocates of this neo- 
normalisation involves an attempt to mobilise liberal 
forces in Egypt behind normalisation — in its new sense 
— while trying to frighten away foe political leadership 
from the discourse of pan-Arabism and nationalism. 

To oppose this fabricated and intensive campaign does 
not imply, however, an opposition to dialogue with Jew- 
ish writers and intellectuals. J would be' happy to sup- 
port such a dialogue should it serve to bolster the pros- 
pects for that real and lasting peace for which ail people 
of good win, Arabs and Israelis alike, fervently wish. I 
would hope, however, that the desire for such a dialogue 
be expressed in conjunction with a list of the conditions 
necessary for a climate of good wilL 

Among such conditions I would include foe following: 
that Israeli supporters of peace, beaded try the Israeli 
left, apologise for all the crimes committed by suc- 
cessive Labour governments, or coalition governments 
including Labour. Such crimes, which have fuelled foe 
conflict between foe Israeli and Palestinian peoples, in- 
clude foe breaking of the bones of Intifada children, the 
continuing expansion of settlements on Palestinian lands 
even while foe peace negotiations were taking place, 
and the Judaisafion of Jerusalem, despite foe Israeli gov- 
ernment committing itself, in foe Oslo Agreement, to re- 
frain from attempts to change foe status quo of the city 
in a way that might affect final status negotiations. 

1 belong to a generation that, while younger than the 
Jewish generation of foe holocaust, shares its refusal to 
forget That older generation is not ready to forget foe 
holocaust and Nazi atrocities, while my generation can- 
not forget foe Sinai massacres, foe extermination of 
Egyptian soldiers under foe protection of French and 
British planes, and the butchery of Egyptian children 
during the War of Attrition. No one can tell foe hol- 
ocaust generation to foiget what took place. No one 


dares make such a request, a request that in Europe and 
America can lead to arrest and imprisonment. We, on the 
other hand, are endlessly censured and condemned for 
refusing to forget the brutalities committed by Zionism 
against Egypt and Egyptians. Such an apology by the Is- 
raeli left, and by the peace camp, has become a nec- 
essary show of goodwill on their part 

It is also necessary that Israeli supporters of peace act 
to mitigate the pernicious effects of foe aggressive and 
expansionist Zionist doctrine in a way that makes it pos- 
sible to establish a real peace in foe Middle East. Zion- 
ism is by definition an ideology of conquest and occupa- 
tion, based on foe assumption of racial superiority 
disguised, of course, as Jewish liberation- Peace in Eu- 
rope was achieved only after foe collapse of Fascism. 
Yet Zionism remains the supreme expression of Eu- 
ropean racism and colonial oppression, enacting in foe 
Middle East, in the second half of foe twentieth century, 
the same crimes foe Fascists perpetrated in Europe in foe 
first hal£ 

Supporters of peace in Israel should also declare them- 
selves opposed to Israel's nuclear and chemical weapons 
programme. For however we tty to beautify die image of 
Shimon Peres, we cannot brush under the carpet foe feet 
that it was foe Labour Party that introduced nuclear 
weapons to the Middle East How can an honest di- 
alogue, conducted in an atmosphere of good wall, take 
place in foe shadow of foe Israeli nuclear arsenal? 

Egyptian supporters of peace, liberals and leftists, 
should demand from their Israeli counterparts a clear and 
precise definition of their vision of a final peace in the 
Middle East The supporters of peace are not, after all, 
negotiators, with a position, a hand of cards, to conceal 
and play as they think best So certain questions must be 
asked. Does, for instance, their vision of peace include 
foe provision of the right of return to the Palestinians of 
foe diaspora, equal to that of the Jews? Do they envisage 
a real possibility that an Arab capital will one day be es- 
tablished in Jerusalem? Do they believe in Palestinians 
enjoying equality with foe Israelis in terms of sov- 
ereignty, possession of an army, and the conduct of for- 
eign policy? Are they ready to acknowledge that peace 
means conceding some of Israel's “God-given” rights 
and recognising foe historic and human rights of Pal- 
estinians in Jerusalem and Palestine? 

1 would hope that those in Egypt keenest on es- 
tablishing links with and strengthening foe base of foe Is- 
raeli peace movement will prove less naive than their 
predecessors in the call for normalisation. For it is no 
longer a secret that, several years ago, a number of Egyp- 
tians and Arabs established associations and groups 
which met regularly with pro-peace Zionists, to discuss, 
plan and propose initiatives. It is no longer a secret that 
one of these groups. Common Ground, was led by Dure 
Gold. After six years with Common Ground Dore Gold 
is now Netanyahu’s political advisor. 

The writer is the director of the Arab Centre for De- 
velopment and Futuristic Research. 
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A democrat, not a Nazi 

Sir- In'rcference to "Castles of DusT, jjubhsl^ as a 
'special .supplement- on fofr destruction of historical 
buildings m Garden City {^Al-Ahnun Weekly, 17-23 
• It October), r strongly objetttrifoe quote afoibuted to a 
_ r certain historian called Cooper about nncfe v 

' Abbas Ibrahim Halim.- *Tnnce Abfe» HahmTiaf; 
; fought for foe Gertnans rin foe' First WoridWai; «1- 

inired foe ideology of National SdcMBsm^ano in- 
volved himself in trade unions,’*, reads die. quote. Ob- 
scure-hsaorians 1 often birf . defamatory accusations 
wartruwl figures Hke my btte “tote add I sug- 
gest sutit ’sources sfaouldbe used selectively atogjwifo 
discretion— ifatafl. \ - • -r ■ . ' ’ 

It is true that Abbas Halim was fapqgta up m 
many."to Ins teem he mtered Gehnany s Imperial 
Horse Guard and. served as an aSde-de-ampfo Kaiser 
! Wilhelm IL During the 1 Rest Wodd War he fought 

with the German forces in Belgium, France and Rus- 
sia, war* wounded several times and won foe imn 1 
, cross. Fast Class. Although. my. racks was m- 

(fcmitably influeaced by 

\ eSsci ffljnevanaflB l ’'fi»rc is awarid of a^ra^eoe- 

■ tweenbeiew a ksver of things German 

foe ideology ofTfe&mal Socwfism” . fateafily. Alias 
Ffalmrstmds on record for hfe strain defeseofjw- 
Bametaaiy 'democracy in Egyp j- &r rinefcte p^. 

* duty Loeta.fi Bum 

• wstandon foe issue- 

- on bad tends, vrifo his- cousm King Bi ad radjJym- 

• , bathetic -to tbs popular dafeocraflc cause the 

raroegdhis plans 


people in which he warned that foe ami-democratic 
measures taken by foe government were leading to 
civil war. .Openly siding with foe WafH, he called on 
■foe king to change course and prevem catastropbe... 
The prince's actions infuriated foe kin& who prtHnpt- 
ly deprived him oflus tides. Ins royal prerogatives and 
bus allowance from the civil list This only fiufoer en- 
hanced foe; popularity of the young, vigorous and 
handsome Abbas HaHm wfao h^ alieady shown his 

concern fir foe people and bad now lost his title m de- 
fense of democracy. "It seems to me that Benrin’s ac- 
count of my uDcbe-'s real and courageous commitment 
'-to democracy strongly contradicts Cooper’s de- 
. fematwy allegations about Abbas Halim’s alleged 
" “admiration" for any Nazi ideology. ... 

- I would ako Hke tb add that my imckTs Garden City 
“palace” mentioned in foe -article, betide serving as 
party grounds for foe local and foreign (Briti&>Ttris- 
tocracy, also and. -more relevantly, served as head- 
quarters offoe National Federation of Trade Unions in 
Egypt .(NFTUE) vfokh . had elected Abbas Halim as 
! pretidentm..l930. The growing strength of the work- 
ers’ movement (foe NFTUE mchideo 58 unices and 
claimed a anenfoership of between 300,000 -and 
400,600m. 1934)andhs president’s popnlarity^mfect 

On 20. June 1934, fee^pcSjjce surrounded my uncle’s 
“palace" white & was away m Alexandria and pre- 
vented unionists from entering it. la retaliation, foq 
NFTUE lewteeship decided 1o organise a demonstra- 
. tion L oa foe following day m errier to break the police 


between wtekers and -foe -police on 21 June ter 
suited in foe killing of one w orker,' the injury of many 
aidti»am^ofinostNtTlJEca(hts.U^hisittnni 

to. Gtiro. my uncle was abb amsterfand detained; for 
26 days. But he was promptly released, explains Bek 
bm*' because, ?the prolonged, detention of a great- 


tention, especially after he west on a hung er strike for 
several days, and became an embarrassment to the 
government” 

l am referring to these events in my uncle’s political 
career only to suggest foe danger of quoting pseudo- 
authorities such as Cooper, who oftai conveniently 
misrepresent and distort history. Abbas Halim ad- 
mired German culture, not National Socialism — and 
foe palace on 6 Sharia Rostam was much more than a 
fashionable cocktail party circuit fer the social and po- 
litical elite. 

NaztyB&dy 

Maadi 


Just say ‘no 9 

$6r- When I first followed the Egyptian TV serial 
Money and Sons, 1 was mainly attracted by foe love 
story. However, when I followed it again this year, my 
attention was grabbed by a vey diffirem theme. 

This begsn with foe scene where the main character, 
played by Ahmed Abdel- Aziz, is taken prisoner and 
tortured by Israeli forces to reveal Egypt’s iniUtBfy se- 
crets. The striking thing in this scene is the repetition 
of the word "ho"; itis loudly reiterated by the hero. He 
says; “Three million years of civilization say No!, his- 
tory says No!, Dr Emm Abdallah says NoL, Abbas El- 
Dawisj^sNoP’ 

The repetition of the word “no” is, I suspect, an i»- 
tentkual reference to President Hosni Mubarak’s "no" 

to foe recent Washington summit with US President 
Bill Clinton. Yasser Arafat, King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Bmyamin Netanyahu. Mubarak's 
"no” shocked the Isrieb's, and Netanyahu in particular. 
It also focused world attention on foe deadlocked 
peace process in foe Middle East 

The wood “no” also figores prommentiy in foe serial 
since it resulted in the October victory of 1973, when 
Egypt said no to Israeli occupation. 


The lesson to be learned is: We, individuals and gov- 
ernment, should say "no” to wrongdoing, regardless of 
foe agony or punishment that might result Again, we 
should make the best use of this effective weapon not 
only Jot Egypt's sake but also for the sake of all Arabs. 
Ashraf Mahmoud Saad 
Faculty of Al-Alsoon 
Cairo 

Fundamental oppression 

Sir- The state of affaire which writer Eqbal Ahmad de- 
scribes in “Taliban’s unlikely sbxy n (Atr.4hnm Week- 
ly, 17-23 October) is ommagmable! In Afghanistan, 
girls of all ages are banned from school. Schools are 
forbidden to teach “corrupt”, modem, secular subjects. 

. Music is banned. Men are obliged to grow their beards. 
Women are forbidden to west outside their homes and 
ordered to cover themselves from head to foot! 

If fimdamentalism is a danger to the world, extrem- 
ism isa threat to humanity. What an oppressive ideol- 
ogy and style of government! Foreigners are looked at 
.as criminals. Human rights are completely ignored. 
Freedom and self-expression are butchered. Equity 
vanishes to be replaced by inequality. The final out- 
come is backwardness, torture, ignorance and missy. 

1 wonder how such outdated beliefs flourish when 
foe craning of 21st century is so close. May wisdom 
soon replace vulgarity. 

ZnifKamdHaJdm 
En£fisb Language Teacher 
Et-Daher Secondary School for Girls 
Cairo 

Latitudinal muddle 

Sir- fo “The sinking of foe Dakkar”, [Al-Ahram Week- 
ly , 17-23 October), Galal Nassar writes that on 24 Jan- * 
uaiy 1968, at exactly 6.1 0am, Dakkar radioed Haifa to 


report its position {latitude 6S34 North and longitude 
26.26 East) — actually in the miriritf! of Porttipahdan 
Tekcrjarvi, a lake in the Finnish LaplandJ 
How could the poor Dakkar reach this lake? 

Paolo Lombaiidini 

7jimttU»lr 

Cairo 


Latitude corrected 

Sir- 1 refer to the article entitled The sinking of foe 
Dakkar", {Al-Ahram Weekly, 17-23 October 1996). 

The geographical position primed as 6834 North 
should read 34.68 North, a position south east of the 
Grade island of Crete. 

I seize this opportunity to congratulate all of you for 
tiie very interesting articles published in the Al-Ahram 
Weekly, and especially fra- the backpage, “People”. 
However I suggest that your profile section should in- 
troduce more Egyptian women serving in the social 
sod political activities of the country and less of foe 
male politicians, of whom we have had enough, an d 
who m any case receive wide coverage. 

Mohamed Ef-Samanudi 
Shipping consultant 
Voula 
Greece 


Apology 

We stand corrected. As Mr El-Samanudi correctly 
pointed out, the correct fgurefor the latitude of die 
Dakkar was 34.68 North. A mistake in typing the ar- 
ticle, not the writer’s, switched the figure to 6834. 
Our thanks to both Mr Lombanbni and Mr El- 
Samanudi far pointing out this error, for which we 
duly apologise. 

The Editor 
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bo< Tim Fischer and' Cora Post 


THic first find was the Royal' Ballet, of 
Flanders at the Gomhouriya -Theatre, 
performing between -10- 14 October, A 
short visit, not long enough' to catdf 
them - for more than a single per- 
formance, unless, of course," you 
battle hardened. But on a single view* 
ingcthey were revelatory. Hie Alvin 
Adcy danced mostly old ballets with 
yamg dancers. The Flanders were 
yobng in body and managed to be both 
ballet and lace fresh. No hype.: They 
stale in one- word the stage of 4he 
Gatahounya, which was much too 
small for their stretched extensions, 
anibgave die loveliest ballet-danpe per- 
fajanance Chira has seen since the visit 
o&SSe Moscow City Centre and the 
Haakon Dance Theatre. Their version 
offflte Messiah showed how to achieve 
aatexpiting mix of the historical, poetic 
and contemporary critical. 

jAfter Flanders came Tim Fischer 
andrhis chum Cora Frost, who per- 
forated on a stage too Stygian for 
tbtarv small -show. Hype . They didi£t' 
ncedrit They are very good but into 
tb^wrong material for their particular 
gilts: No use invoking the great Voice- 
Iqs&,stariight of the golden age, the 
unique Berlin mix of satire, cynicism 
and. .satin — - the Blandine Ebinger, 
Bildegarde Kneff, Marlena and Lotte 
Lenya. It was a lie — all these singers 
bad voices but liked pretending that 
they did not But really. Tim Fischer 
ajftJ. flora Frost -do not have voices at 
aiWFbey have holes they fill with 
seated* It's good enough but lets them 
down in die end and by finishing time 
they’re in threads. 

(But Fischer is lovely to watch.' He 
tabes you through Friedrich Hollaend- 
W Fassbinder, Becaud and” all 
the- 'others whose words are as im- 


geranium 

music 


David Blake shops around the nurseries 


portant as the notes. They give the lit- 
erary part its proper due, but when the 
voice lets them down the vocal side 
melts away. A sad loss of contact fol- 
lows. 

But he still has the visual projection 
thing and his looks more or less get 
him through. In a lean black suit and 
the sweeping frontal cleavage of a 
plain white shirt he looks like Lauren 
Bacall in Auntie Marne. He uses his 
bead proudly, sweeping almost to the 
floor in after-song thank you bows. 
B6caud'$ Nathalie was one of Fis- 
cher’s best moods. In an instant he can 


project pure childish sadness. Every- 
thing is broken. Is this all there is? He 
is knife-edged, and his edges cut He 
is a warm performer. With Cora Frost 
be did the Ross ini-cat, the Mian song. 
It is a haunted piece, from which Frost 
and Fischer emerged bloody but un- 
beaten. He has precise diction and in 
the patter songs you never lose a line. 
Would that opera singers took a lesson 
from him. 

Rainer Bielfoldt is flashing and to 
the point, playing with rapier force. 
His piano supports the Fischer show, 
though he never accompanies and 
even adds vocal effects of his own. 
All the songs sung needed voice to 
create atmosphere. Fischer has a 
mouth as big as Call as’ — a cavern 
stretching across the entire stage — 


and a mobile clown's free. He really 
needs Samuel Beckett to write him a 
play because he is a potential actor of 
great power. There’s that certain whiff 
of sweet cyanide about him that takes 
people by the throat. It was not a bad 
show. Lots of roses at the end, but 
putting over songs like these needs 
more than roses. It needs blood on 
every flower, and there was no blood 
on the Fischer roses. Really he is far 
too nice for Reeperbahn songs. He 
needs a play in which to shine. So 
here's luck on the voyage. 

The mill eni urn concert at the Small 
Hall of the Cairo Opera came on 18 
October, millenium night for Vienna. 
The concert was well meaning. Its in- 
tentions were good, and it was pleas- 
ant to welcome Austria and Vienna to 
the millennium club. But it proved a 
strangely oblique celebration. All the 
composers in the programme, Mozart, 
Mahler and Weber, are Austrian, 
which is not to say Viennese though 
by adoption they all, eventually, were. 
But its effect was not celebratory at 


players to hit their targets. The small 
Egyptian Chamber Orchestra lacked 
the forward thrust and congealed pow- 
er these tiny sparks need if they are to 
ignite in foe theatre. They have a 
unique position — with Stravinsky, 
Schoenberg and Berg, Webern was 
part of the generator teat provided the 
electric shock that continues to trans- 
fix 20th century music. Such was their 
power that they spread as far as Ell- 
ington and Gershwin. 

After such an opening, to back into 
Mozart's Divertimento K267 is less a 
false step than a complete tumble, 
leaving a sense of disorientation. Per- 
haps this was intentional. Maybe they 
wanted to shake things up. But if this 
was the case they needed better play- 
ing by the strings which throughout 
the concert were thin, dry and 


scratchy. 

Our farewell to the millenium cet- 


alL No jolly night for a shopping 
spree. Once m a thousand years — ex- 


pectations run to wider scenes. Where 
did Webern come from? Like Ariel in 
The Tempest from a conglomeration of 
gasses. 

Webern’s Five pieces for string or- 
chestra unfortunately needed more. 


ebration was salutary — Mahler’s 
meditation on the Schubert song 
Death and the Maiden. 

This is mad geranium music — fid- 
gety, nervous, unstable. The summer 
geraniums are blooming in the fields. 
It is an Elvira Madigan picture — 
Mahler was never impressionistic, 
rather be was Courbet, exaggerating 
everything the better to show it alL 
We sprawl in the field until — agh, a 
chill wind passes over die field- No 
shadow this, but rigor mortis. The 
vanity of the silly geraniums. They 
lose their colour and fall from the 
hand which holds them — the ride 
over Lake Constance has turned them 
to ashes. 

These thoughts were the millenium 
concert's good-bye. Maybe next time 
those who are around will enjoy a jol- 
lier concert. 


Theatre 


It-is not always wise to balk at 
a** second viewing of a spec- 
tacle- that one found dis- 
appointing the first time. 
When I watched Roger As- 
says Tales of 1882 four weeks 
agar (it then bore the un- 
attractive tide Kan u -a Yakuun 
- in English, Then and Now), 
it- ^struck me as a rambling, 
fractionally sentimental and 
fuzzy -edged production, lack- 
lustre and painfully over long 
The script — collectively 
mitten by Assaf and the ac- 
toric, with outside help from 
pac& and playwright Mahmoud 
NeSeem, and largely based on 
Ahiil-Ma'ati Abul Naga’s nov- 
eb*-Retum to Exile , the me- 
rtairs of Ahmad Orabi and the 
poetry ■ of Fu'ad Haddad — - 
seemed untidy, overblown and 
usotidenly phrased. It had been 
pbbtogether in the course of a 
wqzkshop organised by Al- 
Hanager that lasted for several 
weeks and when it arrived on 
stage the joins where the vari- 
qus pieces had been hamm ered 
together were still quite obvj- 

QBfc The - plethora of quick 
soea.es, or ‘shots', intended to 
document the turbulent events 
o£rir882 — the army’s re- 
betton, led by Orabi, against 
t&hlporrupt court of Khedive 
Tawfiq, which directly led, 
ufthin months, to . the British 
mttitary occupation of Egypt 
-*idmd recreate the foe! of dai- 
ly life in their shadow seemed 
badly in need of focus. 

Tjp possibility_of a focus 
was* ’tentatively'" ^ projected in 


A time 

for community 


Nehad Selaiha is whisked back to the 19th cen- 
tury in Roger Assaf s Tales of 1882 at Al-Hanager 


the historical figure Abdalia 
Al-Nadeem. Indeed, his sup- 
portive role in Orabi’s re- 
bellion, and the story of bis 
transformation from a humble 
telegraph-operator and am- 
bitious poetaster, currying fa- 
vour with foe rich and pow- 
erful into a serious poet, 
playwright, actor, opposition 
journalist, passionate . patriot, 
advocator of the enlightenment 
and active revolutionary in- 
tellectual, as well as his mys- 
terious disappearance for nine 
whole years in the Nile Delta, 
fitfully provided some sort of a 
narrative line'; however, it was 
too flimsy to sustain the con- 
stant onslaught of so many dis- 
parate scenes add episodes. At 
times the performance de- 
generated into a jumble of ran- 
dom scenes, at once confused 
and confusing. Particularly dis- 
turbing on this occasion was 
the feeling that Assaf s ideol- 
ogy (which champions die 
group above the individual), 
bis well-tried method of col- 
lective research and composi- 
tion, and his technical policy 
(stunningly successful in pre- 
vious works) of splitting a 


character among many actors, 
making the actors double and 
treble, and mixing narration, 
impersonation and direct ad- 
dress to the audience in a cal- 
culated effort to create the im- 
pression of a spontaneous 
communal event or game, 
seemed, in this case, to ex- 
acerbate the sense of frag- 
mentation, incoherence and 
poindessness. One wondered 
why one was subjected to this 
recital of past events. It did not 
seem to offer a fresh point of 
view, a new perspective, or 
even tell us something we did 
not already know. To remind 
an audience of their past may 


in need of drastic cutting and 
pr uning , streamlining and fo- 
cusing. And better Lighting, 1 
might add. When 1 first saw 
die show I could hardly discern 
what was going on on stage 
and tii ought that for some rea- 
son Al-Hanager bad decided to 
save on electricity. 

A lot happened to the Tales in 
the four weds intervening be- 
tween my first and second 
viewing. For ODe thing h shed a 
whole hour and you cannot im- 
agine the difference this made. 
It felt as if I was watching a dif- 
ferent show: things clicked to- 
gether, there was rhythm, mood 


be a worthy object, but one 
could as easily do it in an ar- 


and tempo, and the framework, 
previously submerged under 


could as easily do it in an ar- 
ticle or a documentary film. 
One expects more of theatre, 
particularly Assafs brand of 
theatre. Occasionally, attempts 
were made to link the past with 
the present and project Orabi’s 
defeat in 1882 through the lens 
of Nasser's defeat in 1967, but 
they were forced and laboured 
and led nowhere. The general 
reaction to the Tales in its first 
week of life on stage was that 
it had a lot of potential but was 


previously submerged under 
masses of material, emerged 
with clear-cut lucidity. Un- 
burdened of so many pointless 
scenes that dissipated energies 
and distracted die viewer, die 
actors finally, got info their 
stride, and their performances 
gained in energy, concentration, 
said -dynamic range. Whereas 
previously they had shuffled 
and shambled or pranced and 
scampered about the stage, tbeir 
movement now had a. purpose- 
ful clarity and was strong and 


elegant They slipped into and 
out of their various roles with 
speed, grace, ease and convic- 
tion, bur underneath die de- 
ceptive air of spontaneity and 
casualness, and despite the 
spirit of camaraderie and 
many flashes of humour, they 
communicated on urgent sense 
of intense involvement in a 
process of rediscovering the 
past and redefining their re- 
lationship with history and die 
present on more personal and 
less ideological terms. It is 
thanks to their performance 
and to Assafs well-judged ex- 
tensive cuts that the multi- 
focal structure of the work 
and its artistic nature as bor- 
derline theatre became appar- 
ent. Lying at the points of in- 
tersection between life and art, 
between historical doc- 
umentation and popular en- 
tertainment, the Tales , like 
Assafs previous Tales of '36 
or Days of the Tents . is a 
prime example of community 
theatre at its best As such, it 
resists any final closure and 
continues to invite its com- 


munity of performers and or- 
dinary people to further de- 
liberations about the past and 
redefinition of their re- 
lationship with it Maybe that 
is why Assaf conceived the 
Tales as the first part of a tril- 
ogy that will go on ' to ex- 
amine the massive popular 
uprising of 1919, and then the 
1952 Revolution — or coup 
d’etat — that brought Nasser 
to power. 
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' Listings 


EXHIBITIONS 


Deborah Doyte 

Sony GaHay. AUC, El-Sheikh Rihan 
St, Tahir. Daly ere Fn A Stn. 9am- 
I2pm&6ptn-9pnu Vmtt240cL 
P tK KPg iitpi n c i bib i md under the SOOW- 
nhot practicable ride “Faces of Tmfi- 
tnoalBgyp^. 


S&fraSfasfcrf . _ . 

Montane Abut Ksdata Aztid Cmtoefm 
button Colon, 27 Talaat Hob Sl 
Downtown. Tel 392 5162. 24 Oct. 4pm. 
Sailing Shah Rukh Khad. ' 


Brahms ill 

MaiM Ball Opera House, as above. 26 


gf » <«wm« ( hhhp ) ■ 

Extra Gdkrp, 3 ELNessim St. 2am- 
alet Td 340 6293. Dally I030am-2pm 
ASpm-Spm. Until 260a 
A rare showing of wads by one of 
Egypt's n»a ceJanwed painters. 


Commercial cinemas change 

it is, vise to check 
with me cinemas. Arabic films an sel- 
dom subtitled- Far irfbnuaoan. contact 
the venue. 


Conducted by Ahmed Et-Saedi, the Cm- 
n> Symphony OrthesW an djaanatA p- 
drai Diev pdform Brahms concern for 
nano and wctostni no 1 m D-mnKwq) 
j ■ — — bo 4 to B*flaz 


major “Romantic" and 1 
abnes for orefacsoa. 


MaJunoadSeif ASslaBlFanangs) 
Cearo-Berttn Gallery. 17 Youss# EX- 
GtantB St. Bab EJ-Louk Td 393 1764. 
DtiUyacSun, 12pm-8pm. Until 260a 


Group Exhibition 

Spiro Arts Gallery. 6 Road 77C. Golf 
Area. Maadi, Td 351 4362. 

Dailv exc Sat {fireman and Sun. 10am- 
23tem&5pm-9pm. Until 26 Od 
Exhuroon of works by four Egyptian 
artists: Sayed Saarietkfin. Sayed Mo- 
hamed Sayed. Faxby Afifi and Said 
Kamel. 


NanrafTbe Fling) 

Cosmos l 12 Emadeddin St. Down- 
ftwi Td 779 537. Daily IQam, Ipm, 
3pm. 6pm & 9pm. RtooBl 26 July St. 
Downtown. Td 575 5053. Dttify Ipm. 

{Sam. 3pm. 6pm A fym 
The E gy ptian version of Fatal Attrac- 
tion. 


M&Hulfcfym Hevx - & 

Oct,. 8pm. ' ’ 

Conducted by Ivan ruev, wffli sopano 

Ratiha B-Hcfiri. ' * ' 


TdatnnQanHtA 

SmeBHtA Opera House. ® tttwve.22 . i 

OaQm- . 


Mah HaB. Opera Housetas tdxnzW 1 


31 Oct. 8pm. 


EKanaa Wal-KUl* (The Age of 
Dogs) , 

UUo. 23 EmadedtSn Si Downtown. Tel 
934 284. Daily 10am. Ipm. 3pm . 4pm & 
Ipm. 


Najah Taber (Watercolours) 

Buot EbMaduuby Gallery. 18 Et- 
Mansour Mahomed Si ZamaiekTd 
340 3349. Daily exc Sun. I030am-3pm 
&5pm-8.30pm. Until 26 Oa. 


leWfeal ( Assassination) 

Diana Palace. 17 Etdffi St. Em- 
adedjai , Dffimttmn. Tel 924 4 27. Daily 
lOern, Ipm, 3pm. 6pm A 9pm. 

With Nadia £1-Guibdi 


RadbafCM ana i rt l iratiW - •“ ” 
WdudetEt-GutarL off F3-AzharSl, , 

tfusidn. 27-29 QqSpn L' 

A combination of jazz. 

mwic and matin oral alpbom inaamcr 

as wo8 « Asiatic, A&rean and European , 


THEATRE 




Collective Show 

Sdama Gallery. 36/A Ahmed Orabi Si 
Mokandessin. Td 346 3242. Daily exc 
Fri, I0am-230pm A 5pm- 1 0pm. Until 
30 Oc t 

Ahmed Sabry, Ragbeb Ayad, Youasef 
Kamel,- Mahmoud Said, Mohamcd 
Nagy. Eftin Nagy and Sand E3- 
Khadem. 


RagntMohenmi Gcddu (VIP) 

TBw U. Nasr On. Td 262 9407. Dttify 
1030am. 3.30pm, 6.30pm A 930pm. 
Cosmos U. U Emadeddm Si Down- 
town. Td 779 537. Daily 10am. Ipm. 
3pm. 6pm A 9pm. El-Ueram, Eh 
Hamm Si Gtm. Td 385 8358. Doily 
I Oam. Ipm. 3pm, 6pm A 9pm. 


rpf-w , .itot Aiwa Abw Matnn (Atw*. 
Abu Matwa'a Annas) 

George Abiod MA Eihekfya Tkearp; 
Tel 591 77 83. Dally exc Wed. 9pm . • 


B-Toq WeWEsweni CHk Ring antiThe 
Bracelet) -“t--*;-? 1 

Et-TaB'a Theatre. Acaba Sq. Td 937 
948. Daily 8pm. * 


The Cairo Art CerUd 
Ewart Gallery. Main Campus. AUC. 
Et-SheOhRihanSi Td 357 5436. Daily 
exc Fri, 9am-9pm. Until 30 Od. 
Pbotogcapbic works, scriptures and 
' printings hy IS artists from Egypt. Alls-' 
India, Germany and Switzerland. 


Nasser *56 

StvoO U. 26dtJufySl Downtown. Td 
575 5053. Daily Ipm. 330pm. 6.30pm. 
8pm A 10pm. 

Ahmed Zalti. in die title rote, makes a 
creditable slab at impersonating die 
mannerisms of die late president . . 


MnmUhet Q-Ze'ab (The Ei^tkm of ! 
the Wolves) . 

Abid-Rdtim Et-Zerqani fcofl. Exbddya 
Theatre. Td 591 7783. Daily exc Wed, 


Osar EUTaywiBi (Printings) 

Espaee Gaddy. I El-Shcrifdn Sl 
D owntown. Td 393 1699. Daily eric 
Fri. 10am-2pm A 6pm-9pm. Until 31 
OcL 


Atari* £S-Asfalt (AsphaJt Demons) 
Sphinx. Sphinx Sq. Mokandessin. Td 
346 4017. Daih 8pm. 


Elatjat Mastabooha (Illicit Liaisons) 
Miami, 38 Taloat Herb Sl Downtown. 


EJ-Salum Theatre. QasrEl-AtiaSL Dai- 
fy exc Mon. 9pm. Td 355 2484. Daily 
7.30pm 


Tel 574 5656. Oai/v noon. JJQmn. 
5.30pm A 830pm. 7i ba I. Nasr City. 


Basse in Dabdonh 

MoskrtAfya Gallery. 8 ChampollionSl 
Don-mown. Td 578 4494. Daily exc 
Fri. HamSpm. Until 31 Oa. 

Painting-; by the Syrian artist 


5.30pm A 830pm 
Td 262 9407. Da. 
& 30pm & 930pm. 


Bade (Fanfare) 


1030am. 3.30pm, 


• MotBnet Ntar Theatre. Youssef Abbas 
Si Madina Nasr. Td 402 0804. Dmfy 
10pm. 


Andri Malrwa Exhibition 
French Cultured Centre. Heliopolis an- 
nex. 27 Sabri Abu Atom Sl lsmailia Sq. 
Heliopolis. Td 417 4824. 27 Oa-ll 
Nov. 

C elebra ti n g 20 yean since Malraux’s 
the centra will bold an exhibi- 
tion. screen films dally and offer a lec- 
one (contact venue fijr details!. 


Legends ofTbc Fall 
El-Horrrya I. El-Horreya Mall. Roxy. 
Heliopolis. Daily Ipm, 3pm, 6pm. A 
9pm; Thar-Sat midnight show. Hoards 
URten U, Comiche El-Nil Sl Td 574 
7436 1 Doily 10.30am. 130pm. 3.30pm. 
630pm. 9.30pm A imddghl 


Et-Oanzir (The Chain) 
Et-Sahm Therdre. Q 
355 2484. Daily exc Mo 


■ El-Aid. Td 
9pm. 


Indepen dance Day 

Radio. 24 Talaat Harb Sl Downtown. 
Td 575 6562. Daily 10am. Ipm. 3pm. 
6pm, 9pm A midnight Normtaufy, 31 
El-Ahram Sl Td250 0254. Dmfy 1230. 


Dastoor Ya Siadna (With Yonr Per- 
ansritxi. Masters) 

El-Farm Theatre, Ramses Sl Td 578 
2444. DaOy 10pm. Set 8 30pm. . 


LECTURES 


The Court Photography of 
Rind rT uii. 1 , 

Sony Cattery, Main Campus. 
AUC. El-Sheikh Rihan Sl Td 
357 5436. Dttify 9am- 1 2pm & 
6pm-9pm. 27 Oct-12 Nov. 
Exhibition of black and white 
photographs from tbc private col- 
lections of Dr Magea Fang and 
pbotogntpberBanylvaaan. 


Groap Exhibition 
Doniu Gallery, 20. Abdet-Axiz 
Gawish Si across Mahomed 
Mahmoud Si Bab B-Louk. Td 
355 8367. Daily exc Fri.' 12pm- 
9pm. Until 14 Nov. 


Animate ri Egyptian Art 
Rare Books and Spend Collec- 
tion! Library, comer of El- 
Sheikh Rihan and Mansour Sts, 
Downtown. Td 357 5436 Daily 
exc Fri A Sal 9am- 12pm A 6pm- 
9pm. Until 30 Nov. 



-The Library ofCeagreas aadTbe At- 
rk aui st: Writ Can. We- Do To-Heip 
Each Other? 

Room 203. Rare Books imd Special 
CoBadora Library, comer qf El-Sheikh 
Rihan and Mansour Sts. Td 357 3436. 
23 Oct 430pm. . 

Learnt: Ijy Beverly Gray, dnef of the 
African and Atidifle -Easun tirfisson sC 
the Library of Congress. 


Some Aspects of Nabiaa Material' 
Cahm Before and After The Re- 


nte Netherlands Institute far Ar- 
chaeology and Arabic StmEes. 1 Dr 
■hiehmbud'Asad Sl Zamdldi J Td 3W 
0076. 240#, 530pm. • b. 

Lecture by W illem™ Wendricb, tbc 
Nethcxteota rinhi*; .tin Ar cha eology- 
and Arabic Studied The lecture will tie 
followed by an exbSatioti of Nubian 
crafts. ’ . . . ■ u 


The Museum of Mr and Mn 
Mohamcd Mahmoad 
/ Kcfour Ei-Akhshd Si Do/dd. Roots of Communication 
Td 336 2376. Dttify exc Mon. 

10am-6pm. , . - »k. 


Tahrir Sq. Downtown. Td 575 4319. ' 
Daily exc Fri,' 8am-5pm ; Fri 9am- 
1 1.15am & I pm- 3pm. 


3.30pm. 630pm A 930pm; Thu A Sat 
mubugla show. Tahrir. 112 Tahtir Sl 
DakkL Td 335 5726. Daily 3pm. 6pm A . , 
9pm; ThurASat mkbtiffitsbow. 


Fauna at Ancient Egypt from Nmtare 
In Ait 

Room 203. Rene Boobs and gpedat 
CM h dh u library, as above. 27 Od 
730pm. . . 

Lecture by Cynthia Shdkboleriaiin; in 
conjunction with die exhibition anmed 
Ammak-in Egyptian ’Art (see Exhtiti- \ 
tiansU ■ . ’ 


Coptic Mnaemn 

Mar Girgi s. Old Cairo Td 362 8766. 
Dttify exc Fri, 9am-4pm ; Fri 9am-llam 
A Ipm- 3 pm. 


Act Ventura: When Notare Calls 
Reran n, 1 5 Emadeddin Sl Downtown. 
Td 924 830. Daily 10am, ipm, 3pm. 
6pm A 9pm. 


UanticMoamn 

Port Scad Sl Ahmed Maher Si, Bob EJ- 
Outiq. Td 390 99307390 1520. Daily 
exc Fri. 9am-4pac Fri 9am- J 1.30am A 
2pm-4ym. 


Down Periscope 

MGM. Maadi Grand Matt. KoUeyat B- 
Nasr Sq. Maadi. Td 352 3066. Daily 
10am. 1pm, 3pm. 6pm A 9pm . . 


-the Middle East Pace Processes*- 
cent Derafopmcstnmf Prospects lir . 
TbeFntnra v. 

Oriental Hatt, Main Camus. AUC. Eh, 
Sheikh Rihan Sl Td 357 3436. 280c£ 


Lecture by Ambosmdor Nabfl Fflhmy. 
potmeri advisor to the minister of firr- 
tigDiffiin. 


Mnseam of Modern Egyptian Art 

Opera House Grounds. Gexira. Td 340 
6861. Daily exc Mon, l Oam- 1pm A 
ipm- 9pm. 


Money Train 

Cairo Sheraton, EFGalaa Sl Gha. Td 
360 6081. Doth 1030am. . 130pm. 
3.30pm. 630pm. 9.30pm A midniria- 
Saritn r. 15 Emadeddin Sl Downtown. 
Td 924 830. Dotty 10am. Ipm, 3pm.- 
6pm A 9pm;. 


Destiny In Andrt Malranx 
French Cultural Centre, Hdkpolir an- 
nex, 27 Sabri Abu Atom Sl lsmailia, Sq. 
Heliopolis. Td 417 4824. 29 Od' 
6.30pm. ■ 

Lccmrc by Manar Roushdy, professor at 
El- Aisun Faculty. 


Mobamed Nognl Mnseun ! 

Chdteau Pyramids' 9 Mahmoud Al- 
GuindiSlGtxa. 

A rnusemn devoted to the paintings of 
Mobamed Nagtri 1 1 88S- 1956). 


Desperado 

ELSatam. 65 Abdd-Hamid BadawiSl 
Heliopolis. Tel 293 1072. Daily 330pm 
630pm A 9.30pm. 


Mahmood MukhtarMosewn 

Tahrir Sl Gexira. Dotty exc Sun and 
Mon. 9am- 1 30pm. 

Kpexum tern collectioo of works by tbc 
sculptor Mahmoud Mukhtar (d. 1934). 


FILMS 


Mtstion ImpossOie 

Metro. 35 Talaat Harb St,. Downtown. 
Td 393 3897. Dotty 10am. Ipm, 3pm. 
6pm A 9pm. El-Horrrya II, El-Horreya 
Matt. Roxy. Heliopolis. Daily 130am, 
Ipm, 3.30pm. 630pm. A 9.30pm: Thtr- 
Sat midrugh show. Ramsis Whoa I, 
Condche El-Nil Sl Td 574 7436. Dotty 
10.30am. 130pm. 3 30pm. 6.30pm. 
930pm & midnight 


PoBsh Excavations ar Kadero (The"'' 
Sudan) and Tho Neofithic of The NBe 

- hdif 

PoBsh .Centre of Medbm-anean dr-' 

• dutetdogym Cairo. 11 MahaOa St, Hc- 
Bopolis.Tet666 278290a. 6pm. - 
Lecture by Prof Lcch Kmmuk, d>- 
reefor of ibe Poiish Archaeological Mis- i 
tion ot Kadero and director of foe Ar-' 
chaeologKal Museum in Ptianan. 


Horn mage to Atef Q-Tayeb 
Goethe Institute. 5 AWcf-Sohon Aref 
St, Downtown. Tel 575 9877. 

Sawwaq El-AnloMs (Tbc Bus Driver, 
I982\280d 7pm. 

Lefia Sakbena (A Hot Night, 1994) 29 
Oa. 7pm. 

Both films will be introduced by film 
critic Kotnal Rnmzy. 


DANCE 


Reran* Work in Theban Tomb 99 and 
Bow To Publish U 

British Comma, 192 EFNtt Sl Axprtm. 
Td 301 0319. 29 Oa. 7pm. 

Lecnae by Dr Nigel Stradwfck. former 
barn of Egyptology hi UCLA and 
Wallis Budge research fellow in Egyp- 
tology, Cambridge. 


North final FoOdoric Group ■ t ■ 
Ewart Hatt. Main Campus. AUC, El- 
ShcM Rihan Sl Td 35 7 5436. 30 OcL 
Ham. 

Fifty dancers from North Sinai p u - fam i 


Torn San Goes Rdlgloes 
Japanese Cultural Centre. 106 Qasr 
El-Aim Sl Garden Chy. Td 355 3961 
24 Oa. 6pm. • 


MUSIC 


EJ-inshad EMMnS in Egypt . 7 
American Research Centre, 2 Simon 
Bolivar Sq. Garden City. Td354 8239. 
300&6pm. 

Lecture by Dr Michael Frishtopf, iHlow 
or foe American Revesreh Centre in 

Egypt- 


Open Aida 


FnadtFttms 

French Cultural Centre. Mounira an- 
nex, Madraset EbHoqouq B-Ferensfya 
St Mounira. Td354 7679. 

Pauline A La Flap* (1983). 27 Oer. 
7pm. . 

La Bette Eqdpe 09361. 30 On 7pm. 


Main Bati. Opera House. Gear , i Td 
34i 2926. 25 Oa. 8pm. 


Vtxdi's masterpiece performed by 'die 
Cairo Opera Company. 


Amadeus Chamber Orchestra 
Small Hall. Opera House, ar abmv 25 
Oct. 8pm. 


Ail infannatim correct st time of going 
to press. However, h remains wise to 
check with venues first, s in c e pro- 
grammes, trims and tiroes are subject to 
change at v«y shore notice. 

Please telephone or send information to_ 
Listings, Al-Ahram Weekly, Gala' St, 
Cairo. Td 5786064. Pax 5786089/833.' 


Compfted by j; 
Injy Et-Kashef j 


Around the galleries 
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Hemmat Rayyan 


OASES, deserts and the Nile: the subject of 25: 
pastel drawings, impressionist in style, by Far- 
ghali AbdeLHafiz on show at Salama galleiy. . 
Gallery space at the Atelier do Caire is given 
ovct to works by Amr Hussein and Manly. 
Cbahine. The drawings by Hussein ib- 
articuiate motifs from North African cave 
™awmgs in an expressionist idiom while the 
abstract paintings by Cbahine which break 
many formal constraints are thoroughly Ufl- 
mterpretable. ■ . ... 

A major hotel in Hurgbada plays hos t fo w 
pamtmgs and drawings by three women artists. 
The paintings by Sawsan Mahmoad are ex- 
pressiorustic in intent, the pastel drawings,' 
largely portraits, by Hemmat Rayyan are re- 

th ' CD 8 ra Y in 8S by La Forsythe, v 
though figurative, tend towards a more .formal 
geometrical approach. . 


Reviewed by Nagw* Et-Ashri 
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After completing Los 
Mythes fondateurs do 
fa politique 
Israelienne Rogeir ” 
Garaudy — visiting 
Cairo last week — < 
was suddenly 
persona non grata. 
Publishers he had 
dealt with for 
decades refused to 
handle th& booicHe 
was Indicted and 
now faces a possible 
prison sentence. 
Al-Ahram Wookly 
examines the 
controversy around a 
man who dared to 
question the Israelis 1 
own version of the 
founding of their - 
' state ■ 



Soger Garaudy, accompanied by his Palestinian wife, with Naguib Maitfouz and, centre, Gama) Ei-Ghftani, during last week's visit to Cairo 



the myth 


Vsffiat is. ft abputRoger Garaud/s latest work that has provoked the outrage of France’s supposedly liberal, secular 
cultural establishment? Amina Rashid examines the controversy that has resulted in a leading intellectual being 
denied any opportunity to, defend himself against the ultimate portmanteau charge, that of being an anti-Semite 


In recent months Roger Garaudy basbeen subjecied .tb 
what he tenns -a media lynching. Several ■.major, pub- 
lishing- bouses, all of which had been happy to publish 
his works in toe past, rejected his most .recent boot ies 
Mythes fondateurs de la politique isroiUenne, which ; 
eventually was pnbHshed at toe. wrifer'sowH expense. 
On the very first page of toe *bo(to Gamihly tolls hjs 
reader --' . 

“After havingfbr mare than jialf a century published 
my bodes with m^ot Prelidj ^pubiishnig houses I am 
forced to publish this work Samiszdat — - ie. at my own ., 
expense. This is because, since 1982, 1 have violated a 
taboo and critirised lsrtob politics which for sometime 
now las been farfaidden by the notorious jGayssot- 
Fabuis Law of t£3hiy 199(>, ‘utoicfc.restore& -in-France, 
the delit d'opinion : of the Second Enqrii^: snpple- 
tttent^ng. weakness of argument with' a repressive law. 

“This; Is why fifetones Which; intend to r craitinue tp do 
their job properly have* to give -their orders tp toe Li-: 
bradrie du stiyoir, the Romhman bbratrpiof Pari®, which- 
bas, t grgq tt cx! .thfr deptM^^lffis Samfatfaij, jast. as Jt - 
used to do [with Romanian books]' at toe-time ofCean- 
aesen..."'. '• 

After toe; appcprroce'of this book Garaudy -Was in* 
tocted iradcx tbc GayssotLaw and he is bow awaiting a 
hearing scheduled for 13 November. The GayssotLaw 
stipulates that whoever “contests one or several' armies 
against humauity sueb as those defined by article 6 of 
the statute of toe mflicaxy tribunal annexed to toe Loo- * 
don Accord of 8 MaylSHS’* shall be liable to a term' of 
imprisonment pr subject to a fine. . .. 

But Garaudy, up tflln(>w,-has not been giveii an op 7 
portumty-to publicly answer toe charges that have been 
levelled against him. Suddrifty he, and Abbt Pierre, 
who hud toe moral courage to.publicly apolpgise to the 
Palestinian people for crimes cownmttod agamattoem in 
the name of toe' ‘paomised ' lancT, found themselves 
blacklisted, and wfthbatany access to the FrCnch media. 

So what could Garaudy’s latest work possibly contain 
that would subject its author to sudr treatment in dem- 
ocratic, secular, liberal Fbmce? 7 . J /-\ 

. The very title of GarancfyTs rejected volume is perhaps 
f bnng h to raise warning signs- among publisher oper- . 
gting in. a country where toe mass medial and. important, 
sections of toe. coltotal eststolstoment, axe doftnnated by 
a strong Zionist lobby. In toe controversial yplume Ga- 
raudy himse lf cites Genraal cteuGanlle’s statement that 
toe mass media was strxm^y inflnehced by pro4sraeli 
pressure groups- v " 

Leg Mythes fondateurs de la politique israilienne. 
however, is not qmte toe ove^poliricar statement that 
one would expect given toe idrological war it provoked, 
though ft does deal , vwto a matter of .central importance 
to contemporary social -science — namely toe ^abrica- 



; the political Hdeasstt of those in power. 

. Garaudy is particularly well-equipped to deal with 
such important issues, both as a researcher and writer. 
His philosqphkaL, theological and literary background 
-- served bim wcli, boto in toe researc h and writing of the 
present volume. Every statement is well-sourced and 
backed by an in-depth reading of historical, religious 
- and political documents. Heiises a vast number of liter- 
ary texts in reconstructing toe -way old mythologies are 
raisiiiteiprefed to create new myths that can substitute 
for history and serve as propaganda. 

Les Mythes fondateurs comprises three sections, the ti- 
tles of which betray their content In ihe first section. 
Theological Myths, Garaudy gives a thorough reading 
bftoe mostimport&tf retigioro sources used by Zionism 
mconstrocting the myth of the promise, the myth of the 
‘ chosen people and toe myth of Joshua. He traces the 
transformation of Ihe “promised land” into its present 
reafifyof conquered land. And ft was precisely this as- 
‘ pect of his work that excited the sympathy - of Abbi 
Piqrav. who found it impossible to condone the con- 
quering, and massacre of one. people^ to provide toe 
promised landofanother. . 

: Garandy, in analysmg theological myths, exposes the 

means by which MbUcal texts are decoutextualised, re- 
; moved fiom them religious, context and employed to val- 
idate a rewriting of history from toe point of view of a 
‘chosen’ people who, like all chosen peoples, concern 
themselves, .sooner or later r wito ethnic cleansing. It is a 
process with which we sbould.all be familiar , a process 
Hitler was haj^jy to utilise against Jews and non-Jews 
alike. . •. 

Garaudy is meticulous-in ^tracing die dissension ex- 
pressed ly fcwish theologmns exmeeming the distortion 
of religion by toe' Tjimist tnnv ement, and examines , the 
link&-between a nnrnber of Zionists and leaden in Nazi 
Gerinany. ' 

Tbc second sectkxn of the book, on myths of (he twen- 
tieth century, deals directly with sensitive political is- 
sues, most of which concern toe events of the Second 
World War. He includes toe anti-Fascist nature of Zion- 
ism, toe justice of the Nuremberg trials, the six million 
victims of the holocaust, and toe idea of ‘a land without 
people' — Palestine — . among such contemporary 
myths. It is m tins section tost Garaudy provides ample 
evidence of an ralliarKre between some Zionist leadas 
and Nazism, as well as discussing, tire continuing sig- 
nificance- of- the figure of six million Jewish victims of 
toe Nazis, and iris precisely this section which created 
such an uproar among toe powerful Zionist lobby. 

Among the examples. Garaudy: cites of the unholy al- 
liance between some Zionist leaders and Nazi Germany, 
one concerns former Israeli Prime . Minister Yitzhak 
Shamiq who cooperated with the Damascus-based of- 
fice of.toeNaa Secret Service, and who was arrested by 


the British in December 1941 charged with ‘terrorism 
and collaboration with tire Nazi enemy'. 

“Such a past did not prevent Yitzhak Shamir fiom be- 
coming prime minister’’ comments Garaudy, “—because 
in reality all Zionist rulers are, despite their internal ri- 
valries, pursuing the same racist objective.** 

As for the figure of six million Jewish victims of the 
Nazis, Garaudy quotes numerous sources to show the 
inaccuracy of this estimate. Among toe sources he uses 
is The American Jewish Year Book, no. 5702 of 22 Sep- 
tember 1941-11 September 1942, published in Phil- 
adelphia by The Jewish Publication Society of America. 
Garaudy states: “It [the publication] says on p. 666 that 
after the maximum expansion of toe Nazis... and count- 
ing all the Jews who remained in Germany, the number 
of Jews in Europe under German rule was 3,140,722. So 
how could six million be extenninated?”(p.l61). 

He explains- the significance of this “nombre d'of' in 
terms of the need of toe then e m erging State of Israel to. 
establish toe unprecedented nature of Jewish suffering 
as a justification for its establishment And there was, of 
course, the practical use of increasing the number in or- 
der to inflate toe sum total of the reparations the state of 
Israel received fiom Austria and Germany. Yet so per- 
vasive is this quantitative estimation of human suf- 
fering,. this cynical numbers game, that to question the 
number of victims by pointing out just why toe figure 
has been inflated leaves one open to charges of the most 
virulent anti-Semitism. Nor do those who hurl such ac- 
cusations ever stop to think why the suffering of three 
million is somehow less than flat of six, or the way in 
which the cynical manipulation of figures belittles toe 
actual fact. 

But of course the figure six is also a chosen number. 
God created the world in six days. Six is a number with 
resonance. The June 1967 War is the Six Day war. Is- 
rael has always shown astuteness in coining phrases 
with such biblical resonances — its invasion of Leb- 
anon it chose to term Peace for Galilee; a later invasion 
became Grapes of Wrath. ‘A land without people for a 
people without land' is simply one more piece of snap- 
py titling, and the Arabs know better than anyone the 
way it was utilised to justify toe dispossession and ex- 
pulsion of the Palestinians, to be replaced by Jewish mi- 
grants fiom all over the world. 

The third and final section of the book deals with toe 
political mileage extracted fiom such myths in the crea- 
tion of a new reality that would appeal not only to toe 
sentiments of the West, but which would also influence 
the victims* understanding of the tragedy with which 
they were faced. 

It should suffice here to cite only two among Ga- 
raudy’s many examples of the pervasive influence of 
the Zionist lobby in shaping a false consciousness of Is- 
rael. The first concerns toe skillful ideological ma- 


nipulation of the sense of guilt felt among Western peo- 
ples following the atrocities committed during the Sec- 
ond World War. Garaudy illustrates bow the media have 
contrived to ignore Hitler's initial aim, b eginning in 
1933, of liquidating co mmunis ts — - a drive which 
gained him the support of many Western leaders — par- 
ticularly toe German Co mmunis t Party, among tire larg- 
est in Western Europe. It is only when that persecution 
was extended to include “Bolshevik Jews'* that accounts 
really begin. The 'millions of other victims of death 
camps are subsequently ignored in order to give pri- 
macy to toe ethnic cleansing of Jews. 

This partem has not been limited to the mass media 
but also effects cultural life. The films Night arid Fog 
by Alain Resnais, Claude Lansman’s La Shook, the pro- 
duction of numerous biographies and testimonies of 
those who escaped the holocaust continue to feed an al- 
most c u Irish strand of French cultural production that 
keeps alive the suffering of Jews at the hands of the Na- 
zis, and which somehow manages to contrive to ignore 
the fates of the others who make up the 50 million vic- 
tims of the Second World War. 

Garaudy’s second example deals with the financing of 
toe' “Israeli miracle”. The figures Garaudy provides are 
an eloquent testimony to the much hailed ‘Israeli mir- 
acle' that made the desert bloom and created a militarily 
efficient democracy. 

Garaucty quotes former Israeli Finance Minister Pin- 
bas Sapir as saying that Israel received S7 billion in aid 
between 1949 and 1966. Garaudy goes on to show that 
the total aid received by ‘under-developed peoples’ be- 
tween 1951 and 1959 reached $3,164 billion while Is- 
rael received, during the same period, $400 million. 
Thus, as Garaudy says, Israelis (1.7 million at that 
time), constituting less than a thousandth of the world's 
‘under-developed' population received one tenth of all 
aid Le.. two million Israelis received more than a hun- 
dred times what the two bQlion inhabitants of the Third 
World bad received. 

Garaudy also lists the financial support given to Israel 
by the Jews of the diaspora, its preferential trade agree- 
ments, the writing off of debts, and, most important, US 
aid. Of the latter Garaudy says: “The total official 
American aid that Israel receives annually corresponds 
to more than $1,000 per capita; a top up to be added to ■ 
its national revenue, Israeli national revenues per capita 
already being more than three times the gross national 
revenue per capita of Egypt and of most other African 
countries.”(p240) 

And certainly this closely argued and consistently 
damning indictment of the powers sttucturing the world 
makes sense of the conspiracy of silence Garaudy con- 
fronts, and explains why he bas so consistently been de- 
nied any platform to defend himself against accusations 
of negationism. 



Though Arab inteflectuals have generally welcomed Roger Garaudy, 

. his reception has not beenimanimousty friendly, writes Mona Anis A massive audience flocked to hear Garaudy’s first lecture in Cairo denouncing American hegemony 


For those who doubt the credentials ^of Arabs to enterthe 
. ■' - J — ^-=fmarm 1 wr.ca- 


■ parity, liununm V* ™ 6*“r '■ — i 

come as" something of a surprise to team tbat>Roger Ga- -. 
lauriy-was uot during his recent wat to tite Arab /; 
wtuftCwitii toe 

pie reserve to‘ welcome the aiony c^ti^ wci^ 7 ^ .. 

7 in Lebanon, for example — toe Arab country wife per-- 
fam e; the gr^twt-cteftn to deconstrariioo -^^ 11 ^^ ia-' 
JSectuals. were quick to denpuirajim ^ 
hack and an intellectual of inferior caEbre, wit also aspn 
anti-Semite. The fist charge is understandable green toe 
inaeasmg- propensity to judge toe' work of mteDocfoab 
purely in tains of theft ctmfoTmtiaa topoSt-modamst 
{^course. For indeed Garaudy is not a postmodernist^ or 
post-stmcturalist for toat matter. He .has made no secaet 
ofhis distaste for strutfurafism which be<±aractensed, 
in toe lateI960s, as “toephilosoidgr^df toe.deato of mm . 

The second <toarge, thoogh, ; is a bit-odd, 
mody's insistent iqntition. of toe prgmrtancp Of tos- 
fag n irfwtig . between Judaism. and/Zaomsn^^^ — • 

great believer, as.be is in God and n^pons^- homage to 
Sr&nner f white branding, toe tetta - as raemre 
Arab imeHecrttels are pnly; too r famfli ar wxto toe dis- 
tinctions on whs* Gararafy ftiSBg: ttBig 1 : man string - 

eled for decades m pecmacte to* mtraat^ corax^^ - 
of toeT»aKdify of swto a distinction. Tter rfforte werefr : 
Sliy crowntS With the piffle of a 

knowledgeibe rarist natnre of Zfomsm, giro tort tiwy . 
ure provided,' <m"a A ~ y ' 1 evidence of tins 


racism as-practiced by the state oflsrari- 
. Ironically, those who attacked Garaudy and denounced 
him as . an anti-Semite are precisely tire people who are 
xieyier happier than wheat they have a grand narrative to 
; deconstruct. Why then tbe: uncritical acceptance of only 
one narrative, toe narrative sacred to toe state of Israel 
and its sQpptwtere all over toe world? Why this strange 
wflHngDess to concur in toe view that anyone critical of 
Isra^ is aotttmtocally an aito-Seaaifte? 

Some Arab intcllectuals go to ridiculous extremes in at- 
’. tadring anyone who (taxes speak' about the powerful Zi- 
(aust lxfoby controHiii^ toe international m edia, to the ex- 
tern that one such mtefledsal engaged in the most 
-ludurtOus ctmtortions simply to refute Marion Brando’s 
suggestion that toe influence' of toe Jewish lobby was 
pervasive in Hollywood. '. 

Last July, i luppeated to-be io Syria during. Gairaudys 
- visit ft Damascus. Reports in toe official media (and 
" there is no such thing as unofficial media in {Syria) made 
^ it quite clearthat Garaudywas the guest oftoestate. And 
picadbaps because noone in Syria. expects toe state to per- . 
nut any posHnbdazdsr nonseiBe to be burled at its 
guests, Syrian ’intellectuals limited themselves to lis- 
tening and discussing what Garaudy had to say about his 
anti-Israeli book and tin' Emits of freedom of expression 
in toe West Ihey did so. understandably, with a certain 
amount ofglee_. 

Garandys visit to Egyptlast week wa&a different mat- 
terj Ndtoer tin official guest of toe stele; nor invited by ' 
rite (^pogtftm, he was ih Cairo.at the behest ofthe Union 
of Arab Artists/tboiigi toe fact toat this' union is headed 
by. toe Egyptian playwright Saadcddin Wahba, a staunch 
opponent of cultural normalisation with Israel, lent the 


whole event an oppositional twist. Certainly toe majority 
of the audience who turned op to display their solidarity 
with the French intellectual currently pilloried in France 
for his pro- Arab sentiments, also wished to register their 
opposition to Israel's most recent displays of arrogance. 

One important section of toe Egyptian opposition. 
tfaiug h, was noticeable by its absence. And white the ve- 
nue in which Garaudy delivered his first public lecture — 
attended by 1,000 spectators — was hardly likely to ap- 
peal to tbs radical Islamists, their low profile continued 
throughout a four day visit during which Garaudy lec- 
tured in eight places, including toe Journalists 1 syndicate, 
a favoured venue for political activism. 

Garaudy’s first public lecture at toe Mflriott was at- 
tended by an array of personalities, including almost all 
the editors- tn-chief of toe Egyptian national and opposi- 
tion press, as well as leading politicians, including toe Sec- 
retary-General of tiie Arab League. They had arrived in 
force to welcome Garaudy and listen to his overtly polit- 
ical lecture on US hegemony, the role of Israel within the 
global American imperialist scheme, and the destruction 
of Iraq as a necessary step towards establishisng American 
hegemony over the oil fields of tiie Arab Gulf states. 

It was during this lecture that I began to wonder wheth- 
er some of the attacks launched against Garaudy in the 
petrodollar financed Arabic press woe entirely un- 
connected with his position vis-a-vis the Second Gulf 
War and the presence of American troops in the region- 

It may well come as another snail surprise for those in 
the West who seek, to measure Garaudy’s conversion to 
Islam in terms of lucrative rewards to discover that his 
brand of Islam does not go down particularly well with 
many of toe richest and most influential patrons in the Is- 


lamic world. 

When asked, at the end ofhis first lecture, for the rea- 
sons of his great shift from Communism to Islam via 
Christianity, Garaudy 's answer would have shocked 
many Egyptian Islamists had they been present For him 
this was no shift. 

“When I went to receive the King Faisal award in Sau- 
di Arabia I told them 1 had come with the bible under my 
rigftt aim and Karl Marx under my left," Garaudy told 
the audience. 

There exists in Egypt a group of what have come to be 
teamed enlightened Islamists. Al-Ahram columnist Fahmi 
Howeidi is a prominent member of this group. Who, a 
few months ago, articles began to appear in Arabic mag- 
azines accusing Garaudy of heresy, Howeidi de fe nded 
him on the pages of Al-Ahram: “Garaudy is now await- 
ing die sentence of the court m a case where Ms ad- 
versaries are demanding his imprisonment It is very im- 
. portent toe the Arabic and Islamic world, the place con- 
cerned most with the Palestinian- cause, declares its 
support and solidarity with the man who took this hon- 
ourable stance vis-S-yis that cause. 

Tt is strange, though, that at this exact moment an un- 
just campaign should be waged against the man, ac- 
cusing bm of heresy and blasphemy. It is a sad thing that 
this campaign to assasinate him religiously, launched by 
certain people in the Arab world, coincides with toe Is- 
raeli campaign to a ssas in ate hftn politically. 

“What a sad coincidroce. But should it turn out not to be 
a coincidence, then we are, no doubt, facing a great ca- 
tastrophe. Whatever the case might be, we need to con- 
sider things very seriously and be alert,” Howeidi con- 
cluded. 


London ins always been a 
city with a thriving theatrical 
tradition. Both in the West 
End, and in rite numerous 
fring e theatres that have 
sprouted in every comer of 
toe capital, (days by classical 
an d contemporary dramatists 
are forever being staged. 

My first experience of 

London's theatre land came 
in 1945 when I began my 
first government porting as 
cultural attache. It was a very 
counting time, when the thea- 
tre was experiencing a period 
of iminawe optimism. Il was 

as if, after the bleak years of 
the war, toe theatre was de- 
termined to reassert itself. 

Strangely, there were 
echoes of that initial ex- 
perience, some half a century 
ago now, when I visited Lon- 
don earlier this month. What 
impressed me on this recent 
trip was that the theatre still 
appeared to be in robust 
health, and was still con- 
tinuing with the presentation 
of tried and trusted plays and 
playwrights alongside new 
works by innovative young 
writers. 

The jewel in the crown of 
London's theatrical es- 
tablishment is probably the 
National Theatre, located on 
the South Bank of the 
Thames, a vast sixties com- 
plex which when it was first 
constructed attracted a great 
deal of controversy but 
which is now established as 
a public favourite and has in- 
deed been listed as a build- 
ing of architectural im- 
portance. This month I 
returned to the National 
Theatre and saw two plays. 
The Master Builder at tire 
Lyttelton. Jonson's The Al- 
chemist at the Olivier, and in 
the heart of the West End, at 
the Adelphi, the musi cal 
Sunset Boulevard. 

Of coarse Ibsen has long 
been in toe repertoire of the 
National, which has staged 
productions of all his plays 
with many distinguished ac- 
tors. I well remember Peggy 
Asbcroft and Ralph Richard? 7 
son playing alongside one -A 
another as Ella Reaehehnq 
and Borkman. This tiraeu* 
however, Boikman was 1 -? 
played by Paul Scofield^ 
whom I first saw on staged 
during the fifties in a numbtgeri 
of Shakespearean pco^. 
ductions, while Renehemr ;: 
was played by Vanessa Red*v 
grave. ■ t o 

Both toe Lyttelton and thefc 
Olivier were packed on to©?' 
evening! I attended, a testae 
moit to toe central role thea^: 
tie continues to play in tte* 
cultural life of the city. Th£ o 
Royal National Theatre,^ 
which was founded in 1963- '’ 
with Lawrence Olivier as its** 
first chairman, continues KT> 
play an innovative role m 
that cultural life, as it has 1 
done for over three decades- 1 
For tins period it has staged^ 
on average, 20 new pro^~ 
ductians a year, opened six - 
days a week, 52 weds “a" 
year, in every twelve months ■ 
giving around 1,000 per-'- 
fbnnaaces, acted by a res-' 
idem company numbering • 
150, before an annual audi- ' 
ence of 600,000. -• 

The National is an in^" 
dependent institution which - 
receives toe bulk of its finuL ■' 
mg from the Arts Council 
At present, - ambitions- 
schemes for an ovahaol art" 
being discussed. Already 7-5 
per cent of toe estimated 42- • 
million needed for the pro- 
ject has been promised by 
the Arts Council, and plans 
are well underway to raise 
the remaining 25 per cent 
The forthcoming p r ogr amm e 
looks as exciting as ever, 
with productions of toe Oed- 
ipus plays, a new commis- 
sion, Blinded by die Sun. by 
Stephen Poliakoff, The Seven 
Streams of the River Ota by 
Robert Lepage, Arthur Mill-, 
eris Death of a Salesman and- 
a revival of toe huge musicaL 
hit, Guys and Dolls, which' 
played to capacity audiences 
in the early eighties and es- 
tablished, for want of a better 
word, toe musical as an u£- 
tra-respectable genre. 

As for toe West End, ao-. 
body could fail to be imr 
pressed by toe production.', 
values of Sunset Boulevard 
a musical based on the clas- 
sic film starring Gloria. 
Swanson. And I was dc-' 
lighted to find that toe eoIoj 
created by Swanson was be-' 
tag played by Petula Clarke,-, 
whose period of child star^ 
dom, in toe forties, coincided 
with my first residence 1 -!^ 
Britain. t:*.- 

These are toe plays. Tb& 
obverse side of toe toeatrictah 
life of toe city might be rep- 
resented by toe reviewers'*-** 1 
those arbiters of taste whose, 
pronouncements are sortie^ 
times feared but who travel 
nonetheless, established 

themselves as central to tbc- 
life blood of toe theatre. Dia~ 
ma critics, an toe whofe*' 
id a great deal o£ro- 


spect And they occasion*!!}" 
establish themselves as stars-* 
in their own firmament,'*** 

was toe case with Kenatto' 
Tynan, whose rqwtrtkHi>ln8i 
grown and grown since; Iris- 
tragicaUy eariy death. "I! 

Mursl Saad EM% 
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Dump to model district 


Western Mounira has changed from being an impoverished militants’ haven to a model of a comprehensively developed area, reports Marfa Tadros 


“If you had asked roe to drive to El-Bohey street 
five years ago, I would not have stopped for you. 
Any sound-minded taxi drive- would have re- 
fused to drive day or night to that place,” said 
Said, the taxi driver. Having reached fee street, it 
was difficult for one to understand why. There is 
now a grand youth centre, a roomy bos and mi- 
cro-bus depot, green spaces and the houses along 
the streets resemble those of any ordinary lower- 
middle class neighbourhood. Why any driver 
would not want to enter this neighbourhood is 
difficult to imagine. 

Three or four years ago, the media was full of 
accounts of militant is laTnisr - ffl u v e pimfin t dash- 
es, die most vicious of which took place in 1992. ' 
Not long after, articles titled “The Islamic Re- 
public of Imbaba" and “Sheikh Gaber, the Pres- 
ident of (he Republic of Imbaba” were filled wife 
accounts of how about 12,000 armed security 
forces laid siege to Western Mounira and 
stormed fee neighbourhood. After three weeks of 
fierce fighting, the security forces reappeared 
with Sheikh Gaber in handcuffs as 600 or so of 
his followers had been killed, wounded or ar- 
rested. 

According to a senior police official who par- 
ticipated in the siege of fee area four years ago 
and who spoke to Al-Ahram Weekly on condition 
of anonymity, El-Bohey street today is un- 
recognisable from fee way it was in fee 1980s 
and up to tire early 1990s. “I remember the entire 
street was littered wife mountains of garbage that 
were left to rot for weeks. The street was un- 
paved. Crime was rampant and the terrorists 
there were doing all that was in their power to 
close off the area so that they could operate free- 
ly,'’ be said. 

He also remembers that the police used to get 
reports of women being prohibited from walking 
in fee streets after a certain hour or being ha- 
rassed if they were not dressed in a manner com- 
pliant with the Islamists’ interpretation of proper 


Islamic wear. 

These were also the days what the m il ita nt s set 
their own rules in fee midst of an anarchy of des- 
titution. Problems and quarrels were resolved 
through fee mediation of Islamist activists who 
“did not hesitate to ask for money fix the Da 'wa 
Islamiya (Islamic propagation) in return fix their 
services,” as he was quick to point ouL 

“Our men had to go in there under cover as 
sewerage workers, electricity men and garbage 
collectors to infiltrate fee area. The anarchy per- 
vading in fee squatter areas -was the perfect hide- 
out for the Islamists,” reiterated the source. 

Today, there are three police stations in West- 
ern Mounira and even fee governor of Giza has a 
special office on Hf-Bobey street “When Mr 
Shehata became governor of Giza, he said he 
came to office as a governor for Imbaba. All the 
state authorities co-operated to upgrade the un- 
planned squatter areas in fee district so as to re- 
duce tiie tension which bad gripped fee area fol- 
lowing the elimination of extremist strongholds,” 
said an article in Al-Ahram dated 1? October 
1996. 

In feet, Western Mounira has been allocated 
more funding for its development than any other 
district in north Giza. Between 1992/3 and 1995/ 
6, LE372.5 million was spent on constructing, 
upgrading and polishing Western Mounira. 

Hussein Gbazsli Ali, District Council Chief for 
north Giza told the Weekly that Western Mou- 
nira, which covers an area of two square kms or 
100 feddans on the north western edge of Im- 
baba, used to be agricultural land. Landlords 
started selling patches of land in the 1970s, when 
the mass migrations from Upper and Lower 
Egypt to Giza and Cairo brought to the area 
many people looking for a place to live, ex- 
plained AIL “Each migrant only really needed 50 
to 60 metres of land. He just wanted a cheap ref- 
uge,” said Ali. This was also a convenient ar- 
rangement for die landlord because fee land 


sometimes sold for more than its revenues 
through cultivation. 

“The land was distributed among these p eople 
wife no consideration for urban planning, wife 
no public utilities and wife no regard for fee liv- 
ing conditions of fee buyers. These unplanned 
shelters continued to flourish, ignored by fee 
government and the local administration,’' said 
Ah’. 

The population grew at an incredible pace. 
Western Mounira alone now is home to nearly 
one million inhabitants, which represents (me 
third of fix population of the north Giza District 
An increase in population density “and the [in- 

m iiitancy because fee Islamists were able to ex- 
ploit fee absence of fee most basic of services, 
fee prevailing ignorance and high rate of il- 
literacy to influence the people,” asserted AIL 

According to AH, once the authorities em- 
barked an an intensive phase of development, 
t ensions began to gradually dissolve. LE257 mil- 
lion was allocated for the installation of sewerage 
services, while USAID contributed to fee fund- 
ing. Garbage elimination equipment fix Western 
Mounira cost LES minion. Another L£30 million 
was poured into the installation of water pipes to 
provide dean water in addition to LEI million 
for street lighting. Streets were paved, costing 
over T-KS milli on. In all, over LE296 million of 
Egyptian government monies was spent on pro- 
viding infrastructure for Western Mounira. 

The logical next step would have been to pro- 
vide the same land of infrastructure to other de- 
prived ar e as in Giza but instead more money was 
poured into Western Mounira to provide efficient 
social, legal mud health services and even rec- 
reational centres. Programmes for combating il- 
literacy, which was particularly ram pant amongst 
fee women (80 per cent) were introduced. 
Schools, hospitals and communication systems 
were established. 


“We even had contracts negotiated with me- 
chanics' workshops so that children who drop 
out of school would not roam around the streets 
but be trained and given employment We had 
thwn employed in 40 mechanics' workshops un- 
der our surveillance," Ali explained. 

This year, the upgrading of Western Mounira 
was completed and “Western Mounira was de- 
clared to be a model of fee development of un- 
planned slum areas,” he declared- 
*Tt’s great that Western Mounira has seen such 
but whatabout os? Do we have to have 
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A house in order 


a problem wife the Islamists before anyone cares 
about us?” asked one inhabitant of Bashteer who 
wished to r emain anonymous. Bashteer is just 
two Vms away from Western Mounira and is a 
blend of agricultural land and unplanned urban 
squatter settlements. “They have sewerage ser- 
vices installed there but I still have to use tin con- 
tainers to dispose of fee fiuzzDy sewage every 
day,” compalined another woman. “They don’t 
have a security problem anymore. But every time 
a fight breaks out between tire butchers here, 
there is nothing we can do to stop them,” said an- 
other woman who also wished to remain anon- 


ymous. 

When asked about this, Ali said that the sector 
of Bashteer under his authority has been pro- 
vided with infrastructure but that the part in ques- 
tion must happen to be “not within the boun- 
daries of our district It would be under fee 
Oscem District which is not under my authority.” 

It is estimated that about 2^59,000 people, ac- 
counting for about 35-40 per cent of fee Giza 
population live in squatter conditions in other un- 
planned areas. 

Once greater focus is directed to fee develop- 
ment of other slum areas in Giza, next time 
Prince Charles visits Cairo, he will be able to vis- 
it any district of his choice and hopefully it will 
be as highly developed as fee Western Mounira 
he visited last year. 


Prince’s 

playground 


FATIMA could hardly wait 
fur the ribbon to be cut in- 
augurating the new play- 
mound at ELBouhi Youth 
Centre in Imbaba. Wearing 
a white dress for the occa- 
sion, she jumped on fee 
slide as soon as Giza Gov- 
ernor Abdel-Rehim She- 
hata and British Under- 
secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, Malcolm 
Moss, finished the dedica- 
tion last week. 

With similar anticipation, 
last year 1 5,000 people 
lined the streets ap- 
proaching El-Momma El- 
Gharbiya in the heart of 
Imbaba as Britain’s Prince 
Charles made his way to- 
wards EI-BouhL The Brit- 
ish royal pledged funding 
for a playground at the cen- 
tre where nearly 10,000 
children use the facilities. 

The new playground, 
which cost LEI 50,000, is 
fee latest addition to t be 
centre's resources which 
include two reading! li- 
braries and a range of 
sports facilities. Opened in 
1994, fee centre was part of 
official efforts to upgrade 
the slum areas of Imbaba, 

rmcp firm Islamist m ilitant 

strongholds. 

Governor Shehata de- 
scribed a continuing re- 
habilitation prog ramm e fin- 
fee area: “We estimate five 
years to bring these areas 
to acceptable standards. 

We plan to open 10 play- 
grounds every fiscal year in 
urban and rural areas. Four 
years ago there was noth- 
ing of this sort. Health cen- 
tres, schools and youth cen- 
tres complement each 
other.” 
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There were many foreign girls at my school, but most of them 
dressed, behaved and were generally brought up exactly gee 
us. Not Monique, however. Monique was- French. Her 
mother taught Greek and Latin at the Bab El-Louk Lycee. 
Monique was physically different, to start with: she was slim 
and strong, almost boyish, her soft blond hair cropped short. 

We, on the other hand, either tended to be rat or were in- 
ordinately skinny, onr tong hair worn in tresses or fight p any 
tails. Very few of us could boast a sportive deportment. She 
always looked like someone who had completed 3 track and 
field event, someone who would look really good m aborts. 

In our school, where sports were more or less lackadaisically 
promoted and practiced, she stood out We were shy and sen- 
sitive. crying at the slightest provocation, while she was for- 
ward and direct, and was never observed sulking. 

In the afternoons, on fee rare occasions when we did not 
have homework, we went to fee Gezira Chib and sat at the 
Lido with our parents or walked around in groups cat clung up 
on die latest school gossip. Monique never joined us. She 
had to watch her little brother ana galloped in his pursuit 
whenever he gave her 'the slip, which was often. “If he hurts 
himself my mother will kill me,” she would gasp, catching 
her breath. When we insisted that she stay wife us for a little 
while she would smile apologetically: “1 have to look after 
Philippe, I can’t.” Off she would go, dragging the screaming 
little boy back to the children’s playground. 

Monique was excused from school on Wednesdays, an un- 
heard-of state of affairs. Not that we did not all tty to worm 
out of going to school every now and then, but having a regu- 
lar day off during the week was something else altogether. 

Our teachers refused to assuage our curiosity, simply saying 
that Monique was staying home on Wednesdays. Every week 
cme of us was in charge of keeping her up-to-date, a custom 
reserved only for those of us who missed school because of 
illness and presented a formal letter from our parents before 
being readmitted to class. We were inordinately excited on 
Thursdays, expecting an explanation of Monique’s absence, 
but we were always disappointed. Moreover, we had noticed 
repeatedly that Monique was late and came long after fee bell, 
sometimes even after we had all taken our places in the class- 
room, yet she had never been asked to go to the headmistress 
to explain her tardiness. Some teachers even smiled and 
winked at her when she arrived, red- faced and out of breath. 
Finally one Wednesday, Marlene who bad been Monique’s 
good friend for a long time, agreed to let us in on the secret, 
making us swear beforehand never to cell anyone what we 
knew. Monique, she whispered, had to do housework. 
Wednesday was cleaning day: le grand menage , during which 
mattresses had to be put out and beaten ami floors waxed. 
Monique did it alL At once, images of Dickens were con- 
jured up- Marlene insisted, however, that her friend was 
loved and well-treated by heir parents. Her mother believed 
that there was more to education than getting good grades at 
school and spending long hours doing homework. Monique 
had to learn responsibility and how to keep a house in order. 

One day she would be living alone in France, going to uni- 
versity and managing her own life. We were speechless A • 
few of us caressed secret dreams of going to university 
abroad, but we knew that this would not come to pass. Mo- 
nique, on fee other hand, was not only going to do it, fee was 
being prepared for it Admiration fin* her grew. One day, on 
my way to school, I saw her speeding home on her bicycle, a 
basket full of groceries strapped behind her. This was why 
fee was often late, I thought She had to go to market before 
scbooL * ' " 

From that day on, I made sure to ask far extra sandwiches, 
having noticed 'that Monique either nibbled on 8 - biscuit at 
lunchtime or simply tried to catch up on her homework. She 
obviously had had no time to plan her own food. I, on the ■ • 
other hand, had my sandwiches^ prepared dutifully by my. . . 
mother and fee idea of having to do without, filled me wife ■ - . . 
unbearable anxiety. The year wore on wife most of ns only 
intent on passing the Baccalaureate. Most of us were excused . 
from making our own beds in fee morning,' let alone doing 
.housework. All that was required of us was feat we get top 
marks. In fee end, Monique, despite her alternative up- 
bringing, did notrdo worse than most We lost right of her 
and I forgot all about her until I had to run my own house a 
few years later. This territory was .virgin, as for as I was con- • 
cemed. I had never used a mop-and had problems deciding 
on fee correct manner to handle a broomstick.- At the be- - 
ginning of my marriage I was very often tempted to throw in 
the towel and run to my parents and a life sheltered from fee 
cruel reality of raw vegetables and dusty curtains. The 
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thought of Monique always stopped me. If she had been able 
still almost a child, so could I now. I am Sony 


to do it while 

to say that I never-managed real proficiency in this field. I 
have always been very average at household chores and soon 
convinced my husband that it made sense to let me work and 
pay someone morei capable to do housework. As time went 
by, I became an expert at dodging domestic chores and 
brought up my daughters in blissful ignorance of this ride of 
life. “Better have -careers,” I advised them, firmly. I often 
wonder if Monique, somewhere in France, is as grateful as I 
am for home delivery pizza. 

Fayza H assail 
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Guava ‘khoshaf 


Ingredients: 

1 kg fresh guavas 
150 gms sugar 

2 cup water 

1/4 cup fresh lemon juice 


Joys of the garden 


Nigel Ryan finds the perfect pergola for lunch 


Method 

Wash fee guavas well then peel 
fee outer imd. Cut each one of 
them in half and scoop fee pulp 
wife a teaspoon and set aside. Cut 
the guava flesh into small pieces, 
bite sizes diced at random. Put fee 
scooped pulp, in fee vegetable 

moulin and grind it in order to get 
a milky emulsion. Only the seals 
will remain in die strainer to be 
discarded. Poor the guava pulp 
emulsion in an electrical blender, 
then add die water, sugar and lem- 
on juice. Blend vigorously until 
you get a' thick milky juice, then 
add it to tile guava yon bad diced. 
Stir well all ingredients together, 
blending them in, then pour into a 
glass container, cover and re- 
frigerate. Serve riiilled as a des- 
sert or at breakfast 


Tips for ttris recipe: 

2) When you buy the guava yon 
should pick up fee very tough and 
hard ones. 

2) The lemon juice prevents the 
oxidisation of the guava which 
contains plenty of iron, feus keep- 
ing it white in colour. So be very 
fast in using it over feediced gua- 
vas emulsion mwte from the 
pulp, or else it will turn black in 
colour... . 

Moushira AbdeMMalek 


There is something a tittle special about An- 
drea, a garden restaurant that sits discretely 
along the banks of the Mariyoutiya canal, al- 
most on die outskirts of the city. It is not nec- 
essarily to do wife the food, though the food is 
undoubtedly good. Rather, h has to do wife the 
ga r den. For the reason you go to Andrea is to 
eat their undoubtedly good food in fee gard^i, 
at tables set beneath arched pergolas dripping 
wife bougainvillaea, surrounded by tubs of 
flowering plants set in beds of greenery. It is 
an idyllic spot, as for removed from the hustle 
and bustle of Cairo as one could hope, at least 
within fee city limits. 

You will know when you are approaching 
fee restauranr because of (he wafts of smoke 
rising from the charcoal grill which is set near 
to the gate. Beyond the grill are domed struc- 
tures where bread is made, and beyond these 
the garden, wife clusters of tables and black, 
rush seared ladder back chairs. There is an in- 
door restaurant, presumably for colder tunes, 
but one would have to be dining in the mirier 
of a thunder Storm to willingly vacate the gar- 
den tenuce for the great indoors. 

The menu is simple — a variety of mesze, 
quail, shish taouk, liver, kojia, grilled meat or 
chicken. Add to this perfect weather for dining 
outdoors, and an atmosphere fear to pos- 
itively welcome children who can Hafe about 
in fee garden almost out of earshot and certain- 
ly out of harm’s way, and yon have the perfect 
ingredients for a family meal. It would also, 
sighed my colleague, a little wistful beneath 
the trellis, be ideal fra 1 romantic encounters. 
Which, I might add, is quitepossibly true. 

But back to business. Toe mesx arrived 


first, accompanied by small baladi loaves 
made ou the premises. The stuffed vine leaves 
were excellent and the salads, including po- 
tatoes tossed in hobs, sweet pickled great 
peppers, beetroots wife copious and delicious 
quantities of garlic, babagtmoug A, tehina and 
yoghurt, were a rather large notch above aver- 
age. Then came fee liver, served, as should be 
fee case, immediately it is cooked. Calf liver,: 
buttery in texture and utterly delicious. The 
shish taouk, enormous skewers of marinaded 
chicken interspersed wife tomatoes, arrived 
with halves of chicken — not of the steam- 
rollered variety, but fresh and mercifully not 
overcooked. 

The secret, of course, to tins kind of cooking 
is careful marketing. It is not merely a ques- 
tion of sticking any bit of meat over tile char- 
coal, and then throwing together a limp salad 
and plonking it in front of a customer. If things 
were this easy everyone would be a successful 
restaurateur. What the staff at Andrea do, apart 
from bring friendly and courteous. — which in 
itself is an increasingly rare combination — is 

to cook and serve ingredients that have been 
selected by people who know exactly what 
they are doing. Which is what mates eating at 
Andrea such a delight. That, and of course, fee 


Lunch, for Eve adults, who arrived hungry 
and left entirely satisfied, came to LEI 15, an 
amount that included soft drinks, mineral wa- 
ter, and a beer for the wistful romantic to my 
rigit. 


Andrea, Ter 'let El-Mariyoutiya , (off Pyramids 
Road) 
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By Sartria Abdennour 


Across 
1. Rip up (4) 

5. Type of green quartz (5) 
10. Soreness (4) 

14. Culture media (4) 

15. Glossy black; plunder (5) 

16. Needy (4) 

17. Comb, form for “single” 

(4) 

18. Force out (5) 

19. Make-up case (4) 

20. Hallelujahs (6) 

22. Footfall (4) 

24. Wrath (3) 

25. Tardy (4) 

27. Existent (4) 

29. US group in charge of 
medical personnel (3) 

32. Biliousness (5) 

35. Narrow valley on the 
moon's surface (5) 

38. Damp (3) 

39. Pass* (4) 

40. Verification; inquisition 
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(5) 

41. Talc, jumbled (4) 

43. Ecclesiastic official (5) 

45. It follows “washing' and 
precedes “fountain” (4) 

46. Inn where caravans rest 
(5) 

48. Ancient Hindu scriptures 
(4) 

49. Seine (3) 

50. Nucleus (5) 

51. Proclamation (5) 

53. Weather directions (3) 

54. Musical symbol (4) 

56. Pour out (4) 

58. Place (3) 

60. Lichen or liverwort (4) 

63. First voyage (6) 

67. Where Java and Qatar are 
(4) 

69. Lasso (5) 

71. Be delirious (4) 

72. Inert gas (4) 

73. Jewellery measure (5) 

74. Line of descent (4) 

75. Miss Ferber (45) 

76. Cr6me de la crime (5) 

77. Cattle (4) 
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Last week’s solution 


Down 

1. Sloping surface (4) 

2. Individuals (4; 

3. Zola novel (4) 

4. Humorous (5) 

5. Fame; stature (8) 

6. Sovereignty in India (3) 

7. Hail! pL (4) 


8. Religious group (4) 

9. Move thro ugh (5) 

10. Baboon (3) 

11. Quadrilles 910) 

12. 1011 © slot (4) 

13. Name of a US port, lake 
and canal (4) 

21. Petit..., epilepsy (3) 

23. Flippant (4) 

26. Develop; unfold (6) 

28. Tunes (4) 

29. Flooded (5) 

30. Free-for-all (5) 

31. Glamour (10) 

33. Finished (5) 

34. Set again in order for pub- 
lication (6) 

36. Painfully loaded (S) 


37. Hearten (5) 

42. Fellow, Sc. (4) 

44. A chemical mixture (8) 

47. Article (4) 

52. Pekoe (3) 

55. Oblige; squadron (5) 

57. Hilarity (5) 

58. Plate of glass (4) 

61. Lighter upper crust of 
earth's crust (4) 

62. Asian dress (4) 

64. Face the music (4) 


65. Always (4) 

66. Cali for; 
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. prerequisite (4) 
68. Literary gossip about a 
person (3) 

70. To make lace for 
ming(3) 
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Chronicle 13 


On Wednesday manning, 7 May 1902, foe 
IjP 3 ™ Conrt of Appeals convened;?© hear 
Tthe first of its many rotations cases of foe 
20dx century. We leave it tofoe Al-Ahram 
correspondent to describe the- rtpa-rtfrg of 
that morning’s .session as it illustrates the 
general commotion the trial provoked. 

“By 8am, hundreds ofpeopfe had already 
arrived, even-, though it was commonly 
known that no one would be allowed. cany, 
unless they had a pass. When those with 
passes did arrive, they pushed past. fop 
guards at the doorway and m«ji> their way 
to the courtroom. There they saw h undre ds 
more people poshing and shoving in order . 
to get inside, while none of die policeman 
there made , a move to jirevoxt than. After 
the newspaper owners entered and found 
their seats, everyone else was ordered to 
leave. People begaa-to push and' shove, 
were it not for the mercy of God, a brawl, 
would have broken out. The guards and the” 
police began to pull this person and that by 
the hand and drag them here and push them 
there, and one’s ears -began to. grow deaf, 
from the hubbub. Eventually, the guards 
and the police cordoned the people oft and 
pushed them back until they , were enclosed 
behind the columns like a flock of sheep. 
Alter a while, they were allowed to eater 
one by one. -Hardly had we -settled in our . 
places and breathed a sigh of relief; prak- 
djsg God .that all turned out well, than the 
Sfoliff entered mid told die newspaper cor- 
respondents .that their places were reserved 
for newspaper owners, not for cor- 
respondents, although it is well known tfew 
the places are reserved for correspondents 
and not the publishers. Eventually, bow-, 
ever, we found our places and sat down, 
thank God!” 

At 9am precisely, the judiciary panel en- 
tered the courtroom, with the Egyptian jus- 
tice, Yahya Bek Ibrahim, -presiding. The 
other two judges were British, justices 
Canny and Berry; the prosecution was rep- 
resented by Safwal Bek. Once afl were 
seated, the chief justice called the. session . 
into order and proceedings began; The' 
case: the theft of a hull from the Khedive's : 
Al-Radiya farm a month and a balf pre- 
viously. on 25 March. Livestock thievery ' 
was a common enough crime in the Egyp- 
tian countryside. But in this case, important 
political and soda! factors came into play. • 
Al-Ahram's first report on the mddenl in- 
forms us that a Gharbiya Govemarate not- 
able, Ahmed El-Minshawi Pasha, as soon 
as he learned of the theft, launched a. seartjh 
for the perpetrators. His suspicions fell 
upon certain individuals in the village of .. 
Shobraqas. The Tanta district police .com- 
missioner who was- brought in toamdncf 
the investigations; succeeded m extracting 
.confessions from the suspects Who !ad- 
^Sitted to having stolen the ball,' slaugh- 
tered it and thrown its pelt into theJNile. . 

There would have been nothing^ oat pf . 
the ordinary about the ernne itselfr were if 
not for the feet that .it beemried^ a ferm. . 
that happened to be part of the royal estate: v 
It also involved a major landowner vdwse 
enthusiasm for daring down the criminals 
was Bred by his desire to wortlns Way inio 


: A Diwan of contemporary life 


the kbedive’s good graces and by his keeo- 
7 ness to make of the offenders an example 
flat would deter future encroachments by 
peasants on the land of rural dignitaries, 
royal or riot. The man. did his duty and' ap- 
: JHfcbended the crirmnals. But tiien’the mat- 
ter took *n unexpected turn. . .. 

Al-Ahram's, correspondent in Tanta re- 
lates feat when the district commissioner 
brought foe' accused into the prosecution’s 
office, die prosecutor ordered foe men de- 
tained in Tanta pending investigation. The 
commissioner did not do as told. He took 
. tte accused back to foe vfllag^, “to the es- 
tate of Ahmed Minshawi Pasha,- and laser 
brought than bade to foe police bead- 
. quarters in Tama. When foe chief pros- 
- cc i nor went to interview the su^ects upon 
* their, return, they complained of laving 
Been beaten and tortured. They said dot 
. foey only confessed to stealing .the : bull in 
: order to put an end to foe torture: The pros- 
ecutor ordered foe two to be submitted to ' 
medical inspection wfafch revealed bruises 
arid abrasions. One of the suspects was giv- 
en. treatment for 15 days and foe other for 
. 10 days.” 

Even then some sort of settlement might 
lave been, reached were it not for foe feet 
that foe British occupying authorities re- 
fused. The British at dnat ti me bad es- 
tablished a strong presence withm'foe ju- 
' didal system. Just as their presence would 
influence the course of the trial flat was to 
ensue, their rejection of a settlement had its 
own motives. 

. Within only four days of foe preceding 
article, Al-Ahram reports that the general 
prosecutor, Mr. Corbett, and foe Interior 
Ministry inspector, Mr Wilson (note the 
names) had. arrived in Tanta and ordered 
“foe arrest of .the commissi oner, Ali Ef- 
fendi Galabi arid Minshawi Pasha, and or- 
dered the precinct police superintendent to 
. place than under detention, which he did.” 

; .Thalsamfeday,the Ministry of foe Inter- 
. iosc ordered that Saadeddin Pasta, the pro- 
vincial director of Gharbiya. be-suspended- 
froiin duty' and brought before a disciplinary 
board The board was chaired by foe min- 
ister of justice and comprised foe deputy 
ministers of interior, finance, foreign af- 
fairs arid public works. It was obvious that 
theoccupatum authorities were behind this 
decision, and from this point forward, foe 
“case of the kbedival buD" developed into a 
major public opinion issue: A man of Min- 
shawi’s stature — ^ he was foe most prom- ' 
inent.nofeble in Gbaririya — could not be 
thrown into prison without causing ripples, 
and,' “People flocked to Tanta . from afl 
quartos . of foe province in order to be on 
hsmd toTceep abreast of foe latest, dcvelqp- 
.xrieqts'jn tins grave incident” • ' -j '*■■■ 

More importantly, foe issneescalated 
into' a.pplitica] crisis, foe protagonists of 
which .were the occupation authorities, foe - 
. Ifoediyfe the.jnotables and, expressing foe 
views, of these various parties, foe press, of 
,whic ii-AlrAhnan, of course, was. an m- 
fl uentuumeoib er. 

The dccupatfpn waskeen to politicise the" 
incident aof as to assert itself as foe de- 
fender ofjustice and the, oppressed, thereby ; 


yu nsn |/^x The theft of a bull in the Nile Delta became 
]| a cause c&febre at the beginning of this cen- 

1J tury. it created a political polarisation that in- 

L L volved the khedive, British occupation au- 

thorities, Egyptian notables and the general public. The focus of the 
crisis was no ordinary animal; it was the property of the khedive. 
The key behind-the-scenes players were the British, who posed as 
defenders of human rights in an effort to entrench their presence in 
Egypt The outcome of the drama was the imprisonment of a senior 
dignitary and the enshrinement of the royal bull in the British High 
Commissioner's annual report Dr Yunan Labib Rizq tells the 
story on the basis of reports published in Al-Ahram 



propounding its justification for remaining 
in the country on humanitarian grounds. 
These motives were criticised by Al-Ahram. 
which published a lengthy article in its 3 
April edition. 

On .another occasion, Al-Ahram accuses 
the occupation newspapers of “seeking to 
transform this issue into a political cause, a 
course we have refuted with explicit argu- 
_ment and .proof. The other ne wspapers in 
this country should do likewise and refuse 
to lend this issue attributes outside the 
- scope of justice and tbe.law.” 

~ Meanwhile the khedive, Abbas n, was in 
a predicament In his personal capacity., he 
was one of the largest landowners in Egypt 
Not only had be inherited extensive prop- 
erty from his father, but during his 20 years 
in power he had managed to expand bis 
possessions considerably. He would thus be 
expected to side with Mansbawi Pasha. But 
foe most prominent notable of Al- Gharbiya 
had behaved a little too zealously in his ea- 
gerness to ingratiate himself with foe khe- 
dive and the khedive would be inclined to 
riianwiiitft himself from the actions of this 
notable. At the same time, to side with Min- 
shawi would clearly put foe khedive at log- 
gerheads with foe occupation authorities 
over an issue in which they appeared to 
have the upper hand. In short, be had to be 
extremely cautious. 

In its 1 April edition, Al-Ahram reported 
foat the notables of the provincial di- 
rectorate had decided to form a delegation 
^tihat will travel to the capital in order to so- 
licit the sympathies of His Royal Highness 
foe Khedive and the members of his gov- 
ernment so as to seek the release of Min- 


shawi Pasha pending trial and the prom- 
ulgation of tire ruling of the court” This 
delegation never came into being, however, 
which leads one to suspect that the khedive 
bad privately advised them against foe 
move. 

Minshawi himse lf was not idle. He dis- 
patched numerous telegrams to the mem- 
bers of foe government and the khedive 
himself. He protested his innocence of the 
accusations against him and entreated His 
Royal Highness to give his attention to his 
plight The khedive dispatched one of his 
adjutants, Zaki Bek, to look into the matter. 
At foe same time, however, he took pre- 
cautions to convey to the occupation au- 
thorities that this action did not imply his 
sympathy with Minshawt 

If Abbas had any recourse to help Min- 
shawi at all, it was through die national 
press, and specifically Al-Ahram. Al- 
Ahram waged a multi-pronged campaign in 
defence of the Pasha from Tanta, inspired 
undoubtedly by its sense that foe British 
were seeking to further consolidate their 
power through this case. On 3 April, for ex- 
ample. it announced that the prosecution 
had listened to nine witnesses all of whom 
had testified that the purported bull thieves 
were never beaten. Also, it attempted to re- 
fute the logic of the accusations against 
Minshawi, arguing that the man had no in- 
terests al stake in the matter that would 
compel him to commit such an act. Finally, 
foe newspaper protested against foe ill 
treatment that the notable from Gharbiya 
suffered in prison. He was refused milk, 
“and if this is true, foe prison authority 
should be severely censured. Minshawi Pa- 


sha has been detained, not out of revenge, 
but for a crime of which he is accused. 
And even should he prove guilty of these 
accusations his punishment would be a 
form of discipline and a lesson. It is no rea- 
son why the warden should refuse milk to 
the accused.” 

It was the occupation’s intention to pro- 
ceed with the trial of the pasha regardless 
of foe logic of arguments to the contrary. 
The case was first beard in the Tana Na- 
tional Court (Mi 22 April The judges bench 
consisted of Mohamed Bek Sbukry, pre- 
siding, and Mohamed Bek Sidqi and Hanna 
Bek Ibrahim. Minshawi had chosen for his 
defence two of foe most famous lawyers of 
the time, Ahmed Bek El-Hussein and Ka- 
rim Effendi Fahim. Ibrahim Bek Al- 
Hilbawi was the defence lawyer for the po- 
lice commissioner. 

The proceedings opened with the inter- 
rogation of foe victims — Marzuq Abu Ta- 
ti ikh, Isawi Salman, Ibrahim Gawhara, 
Hassan Khalil and Abul-Naga Salam — 
who reaffirmed foe statements they made 
during foe investigation to foe effect that 
they were verbally abused and physically 
tortured in foe Radiya estate and that Min- 
shawi was physically present during the 
torture. The first three of foe victims had 
been accused of stealing foe bull and the 
other two of purchasing, slaughtering and 
eating it El-Hilbawi attempted to cast as- 
persions on foe victims’ testimony and 
pointed out that one of them had a record 
of previous offences. However, the victims 
were able to vouch for their credibility by 
giving detailed descriptions of their tortur- 
ers and the location in which they were tor- 
tured. A forensic medicine expert testified 
(bat it was impossible that the claimants 
could have inflicted the wounds upon 
themselves. He said that some of their 
wounds were inflicted by a thin whipping 
instrument such as a cane while others 
were inflicted by a thicker and more solid 
object such as a truncheon. 

The defence had brought in 20 witnesses 
to testify on behalf of foe accused. Most of 
these witnesses were local dignitaries such 
as village mayors and sheikhs. All of diem 
claimed to have been present on foe prem- 
ises at some time that day, that foey saw do 
indications of any torture in progress and 
that they heard the men confess to the theft 
of the bull 

The court set 24 April as the date for its 
ruling. Al-Ahram's correspondent writes, 
“People arrived in droves, filling the streets 
and squares of Tanta. Additional police re- 
inforcements were brought in and posted at 
the doors and the windows of the court- 
house. The people were growing in- 
creasingly impatient to hear foe ruling. It 
was not until five and a half hows after foe 
scheduled tune foat foe judges emerged 
from foe chamb ers to announce their de- 
cision: 

“The court sentences Minshawi Pasha to 
three months imprisonment as foe principal 
pe r p e t ra tor and Ali Effendi Galabi, the pre- 
cinct commissioner, to two and a half 
months imprisonment in his capacity as ac- 
complice in foe crime. As for the servants 


of the Pasha, Swur Ahmed, Zaid Aqab, and 
Mohammed Riza, they shall each be sen- 
tenced to two months imprisonment for 
having carried out foe crime m compliance 
with foe order of their master.” 

There was an outcry in the Egyptian and 
French newspapers against foe court’s rul- 
ing. According to Al-Ahram, the sentence 
“passed against a dignified man of such 
high standing and a commissioner who has 
been deprived of the source of his live- 
lihood and the fruit of his toils has pained 
the hearts of foe people but will not dimin- 
ish foe reverence they have for Minshawi 
Pasha.” 

Against this backdrop, Minshawi Pasha 
boarded the train to the capital in order to 
hear the ruling on foe appeal be had lodged 
with the prosecution. 

The following day, the Cairo Court of 
Appeals convened amidst the spectacle de- 
scribed by Al-Ahram's correspondent at foe 
beginning of this episode. It escaped no 
one’s notice that the court's treatment of 
foe appellants appeared purposefully de- 
grading: “Minshawi and foe commissioner 
were made to stand in the dock like com- 
mon criminals, a sight that deeply moved 
peoples’ sympathies in foe courtroom.” 
The court’s review of die appeal took three 
days, after which h announced that it up- 
held foe ruling passed by foe court of first 
instance. It did make an exception, how- 
ever. of Police Co mmiss ioner Galabi, who 
was acquitted, although ordered to report to 
the board of corrections in the Interior Min- 
istry. As for Minshawi, there was no other 
route but to serve his prison sentence. On 
27 June, he was released. 

While this concluded this episode in the 
life of Minshawi, its political effects con- 
tinued to reverberate throughout the fol- 
lowing year. Indeed, such was its effect 
that Cord Cromer singled it out for com- 
ment in his yearly report of 1903. After 
summarising the history of foe case, from . 
(be British peispective of course, foe high • 
commissioner pronounced his judgement 
that “foe verdicts that were passed in tins 
case were extremely just” 

Cromer’s .stance provoked an outcry in 
the press. Writes Al-Ahram , “It is clear 
from the opinion Lord Cromer expressed \ 
that, in spite of his considerable in- 
telligence and capacity to distinguish right 
from wrong, he has proved incapable in 
this instance of an objective judgement 
For our part, we find it wiser to hold our 
peace than to take sides on an issue in ' 
which foe opinion of Lord Cromer and foat 
of the public are on foe opposite ends of the 
pole.” 

If any parties to this incident gained any 
distinction at all, it was the kbedival bull, * 
which, in spire of its untimely death, en- 
tered the annals of history in Lord Crom- 
er’s report ‘ 


The author is a pro- 
fessor of history and 
head of Al-Ahram His- 
tory Studies Centre. 







$ 100mn Issued and 
paid-tip capita ; 


Faisal Islamic Bank 
of Egypt 


A computerized draw to select 
depositors; for an all e^pt^ises ; ; 
paid Umia r Ragab month.- took 
piece , on 16/10/96 at ' Faisal 
Bank’s beadoffice X " 
Depositors selected were: 



200244 
3267 

HeBc^>c^.4^4TS6 U_ Csfiro 16S718 

HeHopoE£ 39776 12 Sohag 380 

Alexandria 19442 ’f3 Besoha 1 7713 ' 
Alexandria 91950 14 HeHc^dis 39344 

HefiopoHs 40325 15 Alexandria 12627 . 

8 I Alexandria 36113 • V ’ " 


Regulations: 

- The wiimeaf can grant the prize to relatives of the. 
first or second degree • 

- In case the winner is minor; his custodian can 
benefit from the prize - 

- Winners should conre in peson to the bank within 

two weeks. . • 


Next week in Money and Business: Trade with China 
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NBE’s leading role in youth employment 


THE NATIONAL Bank of 
Egypt (NBE) plays a pivotal 
rote in the creation of new job 
opportunities for youth via the 
establishment of new small- 
scale projects or the expan- 
sion and development of out- 
standing ones. In this vein, 
the Dank, together with the 
Social Fund for Development 
have adopted an ambitious 
project for the collection, man- 
ufacture and distribution of 
milk in Greater Cairo. The 
project shall be effected in co- 
operation with United Pro- 
ducers Company over a pe- 
riod of six years. It Is envis- 
aged. to provide sterilised milk 
at reasonable prices for con- 
sumers and enhance chil- 
dren's health through the use 


of modem and sophisticated 
methods of collecting and 
manufacturing mQk and dairy 
products. 

The project aims at es- 
tablishing some 508 in- 
dividual or joint small-scale 
projects for distribution of 
dairy products (of which at 
least 60 per cent would be 
new projects and 40 per cent 
outstanding ones). This pro- 
vides some 1,000 permanent 
job opportunities besides 
2,000 temporary ones. 

Six centres are to be es- 
tablished in selected villages 
known for their abundant mSk 
production, to provide the pro- 
ject with its needs. The cen- 
tres will be supplied with la- 
boratories and coolers in 


addition to the equipped 
trucks deemed necessary for 
transporting milk to the fac- 
tories. 

Moreover, a main centre win 
be established in Cairo for the 
distribution of sterilised milk to 
different outlets. This centre _ 
mil be equipped with a confer- 
ence hall for training, a com- 
puter system to identify pro- 
ductivity rates in a short time 
with due measures to rectify 
them — if necessary. More- 
over. this centre will be fur- 
nished with modem work- 
shops and a targe garage for 
truck maintenance and shel- 
ter. 

In addition to creating new 
job opportunities for young 
graduates and for experts — 


Presenting the Peugeot 405 Prestige 


PEUGEOT Egypt has recently 
-launched it new Prestige 405 
model In Egypt This model 
has a two litre fuel injected en- 
gine with 128 horsepower 
which distinguishes the Pres- 
tige with its high power. 

The Peugeot Prestige '« de- 
signed to cope with tropica) 
weather including undercover 
protection for rough and dusty 
roads. 

The Prestige is equipped 
with luxurious features such 
as: 

— Regulated air condi 

toning 



— Power steering 
— Electrical side mirrors 
— Special front fog lights 
— Headlight beam level ad- 
justable from inside 
— Utable steering wheel 


drive, in addition to outside 
temperature information dts- 
play. 

Peugeot Prestige; Luxury 
without Omits... power without 
barriers! 


IN AN interview with Money and Business, 
Farid Seddiq, chairman of foe Egyptian Tech- 
nology Company, Americom Egypt, said foat 
state-of-the-art computers produced in the 
United States of America are now being man- 
ufactured in' the company's factory in Borg El- 
Arab City. Some of these products, such as 
the Praxea server, are being sent to govern- 
mental bodies and universities and major corn- 
parties. 

Americom has been working seriously to de- 


sign foe moderately-priced 
Libra processor, which is 
most suitable for foe Egyp- 
tian market A warranty is 
provided for all items sold by 
the company. Seddiq said. Tarek Helm! 

Tarek Helmi, general man- 

ager of the Technology Park Co. the sole dis- 
tributor from Americom, said that his company 
distributes computer components and ac- 
cessories throughout Egypt 


in processing and distributing 
dairy products — who look 
forward to developing their 
activities, the project aims at 
encouraging women's em- 
ployment by allocating a 
share of 30 per cent of the job 
opportunities thereto. 

Furthermore. NBE par- 
ticipated in the 10th Fair for 
Youth organised by Youth 
and Sports Broadcasting in 


the framework of October cel- 
ebrations during the period of 
12-18 October 1998 in the In- 
vestment Hall at the Nasr City 
Fairgrounds. Some 1,000 
graduates exhibited then- 
products and projects and re- 
ceived the applications from 
the bank. Cases will be stud- 
ied upon the return of applica- 
tions and suitable loans will 
be granted. 


State-of-the-art Computers 
are noui very affordable 
inCgypt ONLV FROM 

flie Bra eric an Technology Company 

Cfi AM6AICOM 
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^ Fantastic introductory prk^ .yg S 

X Quality that surpasses 
If other major name-brands. BsnfflKQ!* 

J Superior American PC engineering. 

✓ American-trained & supervised 
customer support department^. 

✓ Most powerful warranty 

in the industry. J&g&r 

Exclusive Distributor 

T echnology Park Company 
Tel.: 02272-1990 
Fax:02 272-1988 
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Marketing Arab travel 

Last week the fourth International Arab Travel Market (IATM) opened at the Cairo International Conference Centre with 106 
exhibitors from 28 countries. Rehab Saad toured the show, spoke to exhibitors and learned of new and widened vistas 


For travel agencies, hotels, tour oper- 
ators and all those who are involved in 
the tourist business, the IATM which 
is held annually in Cairo, is an ex- 
cellent opportunity to meet their coun- 
terparts from other countries, make 
deals and promote their operations. 

“A characteristic of this year’s mar- 
ket was the introduction of seminars 
and workshops where travel agency 
representatives could meet one an- 
other in closed sessions. We encour- 
aged such meetings, 1 ' said Ahmed Ha- 
fez. president of the market. 

The IATM this year spanned an 
area of 6,000 square metres and in- 
cluded 106 booths: 36 travel agen- 
cies, 6 airlines, 12 hotel chains, min- 
istries of tourism from 14 different 
countries, 29 private sector com- 
panies and 9 tourist villages. The 
booths featured a wide range of prod- 
ucts — Egyptian. Arab and inter- 
national. 

Participating Arab 
countries included Sau- 
di Arabia, Syria, Tu- 
nisia, Yemen and Jor- 
dan. Cyprus, the United 
Kingdom, Zimbabwe, 

Greece, South Africa 
and India represented 
some of the non-Arab 
countries present 

The achievements of 
the Egyptian tourism 
industry were displayed 
in a 3,000 square metre 
area under the umbrella 
of the Ministry of Tour- 
ism and the Egyptian 
Tourist Authority 
(ETA). 

This year, for the first 
time, tiie Tourist De- 
velopment Authority Models of to 
(IDA) participated. ■■■■ 
“We’re promoting tour- 
ism projects supervised by the author- 
ity. We're giving the visitors an idea 
of the options we can offer investors,* 1 
said Adel El-Guindy of the TDA, 
who added that 80 per cent of their 
projects were already finished. 
“We’re now promoting the re maining 
20 per cent A number of investors 
discussed with us the possibility of in- 
vesting in specific areas. They will 
later come to our headquarters to fin- 
alise deals." he said. 

El-Guindy pointed out that the Red 
Sea area, especially south of Hur- 
ghada, is most sought after by in- 
vestors. “Attention is now being di- 


rected toward the Red Sea and the 
Gulf of Aqaba," he said. 

One familiar face at the IATM was 
Cyprus, which has participated every 
year since the first market in 1992. 
“We have established ourselves here,’’ 
said Cleanthis Neftis, director of tour- 
ism in Cyprus, who pointed out that 
the exchange of tourists between 

Egypt and Cyprus is flourishing. 
However, the number of Cypriots 
travelling to Egypt is considerably 
higher than the number of Egyptians 
travelling to Cyprus. “About 110,000 
tourists sailed from Cyprus to Egypt 
on quick boar trips from Limasoi to 
Alexandria and Port Said last year, 
whereas only 12,000 Egyptians went 
to Cyprus, even though Cyprus Is just 
one hour’s flight from Cairo," he said. 

Neftis emphasised that Cyprus is be- 
coming a favourable resort for Arabs, 
“Last year we had around two million 





Models of tourist villages attracted much attention 


tourists from all over the world, 
105,000 of them were from the Mid- 
dle East” he said, adding that the 
crystal beaches of Cyprus, mountains 
and oriental markets are the mam at- 
tractions for the Arab travellers, 
“apart from our hospitality,” be 
stressed. 

Along with the participating Arab 
countries was the Arab Bridge Mar- 
itime Company, a conglomerate be- 
tween the governments of Egypt. Jor- 
dan and Iraq. “This is our first IATM 
conference said Captain Bassam 
Kenji, fleet manager for the company. 
He explained that their ships operate 


between the Nuweiba and Aqaba har- 
bours. “Recently, we introduced new 
luxury vessels which take tourists 
from Aqaba to Sharm El-Sheikh and 
then return. We also operate one-day 
trips from Sharm El-Sheikh to Dabab, 
Tabu. Nuweiba, Aqaba and Petra in 
Jordan. About one hundred tourists 
take the trip weekly." Kenji said, ex- 
plaining that these boats must be spe- 
cifically chartered for groups. 

The largest and most attractive sec- 
tion was from Syria. The booth cov- 
ered 54 square metres with oriental 
decor and an impressive display of 
products for which Syria is famous, 
traditional dresses, silver accessories, 
swords and daggers from Damascus, 
glass inlaid with gold and silver and 
copper engravings. 

“Our booth includes sections by the 
Syrian Ministry of Tourism, some 
Syrian hotels, travel and trans- 
portation com- 
panies as well as 
the national air- 
line,” said Mo- 
hamed R as had Al- 
Hamad of the Syr- 
ian Ministry of 
Tourism. 

“Our participa- 
tion in inter- 
national fairs 
gives us the op- 
portunity to fur- 
ther our contacts 
with other travel 
agencies, tour op- 
erators and air- 
lines." said Nada 
Husseini, director 
of public relations 
at the Sheraton. 
Damascus. “It is a 

big tourism activ- 

ity which aims at 
promoting every- 
one's interests but, in particular, we 
are trying to attract Egyptians to Syr- 
ia. Egyptians usually come to Syria as 
individuals, rarely in groups. How- 
ever, Syrians mostly travel to Egypt 
in groups and we are now offering 
special prices for Egyptian groups. I 
have already contacted some of tire 
Syrian tour operators and the Syrian 
aMine to help facilitate the move- 
ments," she continued 
Alaeddin Mousse, marketing man- 
ager for Syrian Air, said, “We want to 
facilitate tourism between the two 
countries and efforts are being made 
by the Syrian government to enoour- 
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A special event in Sharm El Sheikh 

Meridien Hotel 


age tourism to play a larger role in the 
economy. Syria has already abolished 
the need for people from other Arab 
nations to obtain visas. 

Moussa observed that hotel prices 
in Syria are considered high by Egyp- 
tians, compared with rates in other 
countries. “Research is being carried 
out to help reduce our rates,” he said, 
adding that the current price of hotels 
is due to a shortage of places to stay. 
“We only have five star hotels. When 
more hotels are built, the prices will 
fell," he explained. 

Regarding hotels, Koussay Mourn, 
general manager of Kamak Tours and 
Transport Company said that most of 
the Egyptian groups that travelled 
with his company sought three star 
hotels. “The five stars are only afford- 
able to a select few," be said adding 
that be is not expecting to sign any 
contracts during the market “An ex- 
change of addresses and business 
cards between different exhibitors 
comes first Agreements take place 
later by fax,” he said. 

The IATM was naturally an ex- 
cellent place for new tourism es- 
tablishments and projects to advertise 
and promote their activities. Among 
these new companies is Alim Air- 
lines, a recently established Egyptian 
private charter airline company. “We 
starred operation four months ago 
with three modem aircraft and a ca- 
pacity of 180 seats. We operate char- 
ter flights to Europe, the Russian 
Commonwealth countries, Africa, 
Arab countries, the Far East and 
South America," said Samir Erian, 
coordinator of the company. He ex- 
plained that the flow of tourism in the 
world has enabled the emergence of 
these types of trips. “Tourism and avi- 
ation are two sides of the same coin." 
he stressed. Alim Airlines has already 
operated approximately 25 trips to 
destinations all over the world. Its of- 
ficials, however, complain that pri- 
vate airlines are still hindered by nu- 
merous obstacles. “Egypt is now 
calling for privatisation, which means 
giving freedom to private sector com- 
panies, but EgyptAir, the national air- 
line, is hindering the growth of pri- 
vate companies,” said Erian, pointing 
out that the ground services at the air- 
port are under the control of EgyptAir 
and the Egyptian Aviation Service 
(EAS), a private company in which 
EgyptAir is a major shareholder. 
“With our planes there are always de- 
lays getting fee escalators or fee shut- 
tle buses, which hinders 
our movement and con- 
sequently tarnishes our 
reputation,” he com- - 
mented, adding (bat the 
private airlines should 

I be granted the right to 
handle their own 
ground services. 

Ahmed Mho, a pilot 


in the company was of the opinion 
feat there should be competition be- 
tween different airlines. “This would 
improve services and create a spirit of 
innovation. In many countries of the 
world, there are national and private 
airlines. There is competition between 
them but healthy competition in the 
interest of fee passenger." 

An innovative idea now being stud- - 
ied is to build a tourist village and op- 
erate domestic flights in order to offer 
a frill package for the tourist “He will 
come in our planes and stay in our vil- 
lage and if he wants to go to another 
place, be can use our domestic flights. 
This is a package where tourism and 
aviation are combined," said Erian. 

Tourist information compiled on 
CD ROM is the latest in technology 
that was introduced at the IATM for 
fee first time. 

“We load information on tourist 
destinations and facilities on CD 
ROM," said Dina Mahmoud, mar- 
keting executive of Hya International 
Trading Group. The CD serves as a 
reference guide where information 
concerning location monuments and 
museums as well as airlines, travel 
agencies, embassies, hotels, res- 
taurants, bazaars and malls is listed. 
“The date on the CD includes a map 
location to facilitate the movement of 
tourists and enable them to pinpoint 
destinations." said Dr Hussein El- 
Azhary, chairman of the company, 
who said he started with Egypt and in- 
tends to cover Africa and fee Middle 
East as well. “Israel claims fear it is 
fee only country in the Middle East 
which has its information on CD. We 
plan to show otherwise. At fee World 
Travel Market fWTM) we are going 
to have our booth beside the Egyptian 
pavilion and in front of the Israeli 
booth." he said. 

Unfortunately, attendance at fee 
IATM was disappointing. “I thought 
there would be more participants and 
more media coverage but this was not 
the case,” said Yasser Gamaleddin. 
assistant sales manager of Humphris 
Cruise. 

Walid El-Attar of Helnan hotels at- 
tributed it to lack of sufficient public- 
ity before fee event. “There should 
have been more promotion not only in 
Egypt but also abroad," he said 
Minister of Tourism Mamdouh El- 
Beltagui had another explanation: 

. “Unfortunately there was an overlap 
in dates of fee IATM and the Amer- 
ican Travel Agents (ASTA) congress 
held at Bangkok." be said. 

Ahmed Hafez, president of the 
IATM, said he intends to form a board 
wife view to drawing the Arab market 
in tine wife others [flee WTM in Lon- 
don and ITB in Germany. “The board 
will be comprised of prominent travel 
agencies and tourist experts who can 
help promote the market world wide," 
he said 




Tourist information . _ 

AMONG the publications on display fee “Tounst . 

taiKbk and English held pride of place. It cnMM ^ 

range of information regarding tourist destinations, aneg 

tourist -related organisations. The 340 ^ 

lists fee names and addresses of tounst, banking and other ser - 

vices and organisations of interest to visitors. - . . 

Syrian products ' -■ 

BOOTHS displaying Syrian products being sold ; 

prices attracted a great number of v isitora. Tj«, shnts, T-jfeats, 
accessories, perfumes, shoes, make-up and fee famous Synan ; 

embroideries quickly disappeared . . \ 

Entertainment and gifts .'• ••Si 

TWO gala dinners attended by paiticipante of afl the contnb- j - *, , 
uting countries were memorable events. The dinners woe spoil-, - » 
sored by the Ministry of Tourism and fee ' 
Icet Souvenirs and gifts were distributed by chnoent exmbrtore^ i 
including T-shirts, earrings and hair brushes. ...... • . j- 

— - . r' 

EbvptOir^ \ 

Telephone numbers of : :\ 
EGYPT AIR offices 4n T 
go verno rates: 

Abu Sbnbel Sales Office 32483M24735 ’• . 

Alexandria Offices: Raul: 48333574821778 '.I 

(item: 5S&tfMK543* 

Airport (Mice: 421846^422781842828374211989 

Aswan Offkt: JIMMAAK 

Airport Office; WfMSm \ 

Asaut Office: 323151-322711-32^329457 ~ j 

Mansoora Office: 363978363733 1 



323151-32271 1*324808-329407 
363978363733 
44359 M 
442883443597 


Airport Office: 442883443597 

Ismaitia Office: 328937-227958-221951/2-328936 

Luxor Office; JM5 mm 

Airport Office: 38*56/7/8 

Luxor Office Karnak: 3823*) 

Marsa Matron* Office: 934398 

Mfflfflfe Office (Stefa D Iml 2333*2.233523-233522 
New Valley Office: ' *88/9*1695 

Port Said Office: 224129-222878-228921 

Port Said Office Karnak: 238833-239971 

Sharm El Sheikh Office: SM3M40M69 


238833-239978 

mtwm 


TabaOffice: 

Direct:-' 

Tanta Office 
ZakazBcOffice: 





Fruit of the Saudi Egyptian 
Investment 


HI®*. 







Tuesday OcL 15 was the day! 

Tirana Tourism Investment, owner of the hotel, 
y? and Meridien International 

MERI Dl EN siflned a management contract for *■ 

* the Sharm El Sheikh Meridien Hotel. 


HIITELI * »ESll» Is 


-o“-J U “ -~ 



The Hotel consists of 265 rooms, 20 villas in addition to suites; it is located 5 kilometres from 
Nema Bay and is overlooking Tiran island .The hotel is scheduled to be opened in 1 998 and will 
be an addition to the area It will accomodate increasing numbers of tourists in Sharm 0 Sheikh 
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Eubank’s knockout comeback 


CHWS “Simply tbe Beat” Eubank, as expected, made short 
work of his opponent Luis Dinoisio Barrera of Argentina dur- 
ing his comeback bout at the 25,000-seat indoor hall of Cairo ’ 
Stadium, reports Abeer Anwar. A confident Eubank toyed 
with the South American for the benefit of the over-capacity - 
crowd before delivering the knockout punch in the 5th round. 
“My aim is to entertain the audience and that is why I'don’t 
like to finish with the knockout,” explained feefotmer cham- 
pion shortly before the match in which be did jiist- that ' 

The bout was preceded by six marches, evenly divided be- 
tween finals for the Egyptian national championships and ■ 
grow matches between champions from Holland, Sw eden, ' 
Germany and France. The theatrical. Eubank entered die . ring 
to the accompaniment of die song “Simply the Best”. -and a 


group of women in Pharaonic costume. *It’s the moment 
~ I've longed for... to.be back in the ring,” commented the Brit- 
on. 

The match, scheduled for 10 rounds, was a triumph of fi- 
nesse on the side of Eubank during the first four rounds. He 
fought with typjeal confidence in front of the many flag- 
waving British subjects in attendance. 

In the next round, Eubank gave Barrera a technical knock- 
out to finish the .bout with 13 minutes on the clock. The ease 
of the . defeat places Eubank well on the way to his intended 
grab for the Light Heavy . Weight tide. . - 

And so the Eubank caravan rolls on, dressed up as if it were 
for crusade, with scheduled dates in Jordan, Kuwait. Dubai 
and Morocco and Disneyland in Paris. 



.The Egyptian International Tennis Championships, back from its five-year hiatus, ended Sun- 
soon day with Brazil's Fernando Meligini emerging with the trophy. Nashwa Abdel-Tawab reports 





A strong forehand from Barasategm 


Brazil’s Fernando M digini returning a backhand 



Under die bright lights of the Gezira Sporting Club's main 
court, the final matches of the 74th Egyptian International Ten- 
nis Championships were concluded, as Fernando Meligini de- 
- feated Alberto Berasategui to claim the trophy. Thirty-two 
players were entered in die main singles draw of the ATP rec- 
ognised Challenger Competition add the presence of Spain's 
Berasategui, world-ranked 19, and Karim AI-AJami of Mo- 
rocco, Tanked 47 brought added excitement to the competition. 
“It's a very strong tournament,” commented Vincenzo Bot- 
tone, ATP tour supervisor, “Since the last direct acceptance 
was Victor Sendm, ranked 287th.” Bpttone added, in reference ' 
to Berasategui, that be had never seen a .top 20 player com- 
peting in a Challenger event 

*- Ttitihe disappointment of fans, Moroccan Karim Al-Alami 
was bounced 6-1 3-6 fr2 in his second match. 19-year-old Ste- 
phan Koubek from Austria, world-ranked 366, exhibited his 
potential by defeating Al-Alami, and frustrated all hopes of 
seeing tile Arab champion win the tournament “He played 
much better than I did.” said Al-AJami, “He played heavily on 
my back hand and I- wds.too slow in reacting. He also alternat- 
ed his playing style and threw me ofTbalance”. 

After bis early loss, 23-year-old Al-Alami decided to take a 
two-week vacation among family in Casablanca, Morocco, 
promising to return for. next year’s tournament The Arab 
champion came to Egypt shortly after' winning the Palermo 
Championship in Italy. 

Berasategui, fee favourite to win the tournament, cruised 
through fee competition defeating . Gerard Solves 6-4 6-4, 
Brensislov Galik 6-3 6-4 and Pietro Angelini 6-0 6-1. In fee 
semi-final he met tbe eager 1 9-year-old Romanian player, Raz- 
van Sab au, besting him 7-5 6-1. Victorious, be went on to fee 
final against Brazil's Fernando Meligmi. 

The entertaining 25-year-old Meligmi came close to com- 
pleting aD bis matches in three sets, all the while amusing the 
spectators. His ability to relieve tense moments wife humorous 
antics endeared him to fee fans. After defeating Davide Sea] a 
2-6 6-2 6-4, he went on to best Vincenzo Santopadre 6-4 2-6 6- 
2. The Brazilian got off to a shaky start despite his easy wins 
and his game only smoothed out in the qusfrter-finals. Marco 
Meneschmcheri retired injured after he was beaten by Meligini 


First time aroiinci 

Native son Mahmoud Ei-Sawah did Egypt proud dur- 
ing the 1st annual Sinai Rally for Wheelchairs. 
Abeer Anwar profiles the athletes rise to prominence 


Mahmoud El-Sawah is known for-hia cheerful. .. 
demeanor. His pals — and he has many *— air - 
ways refer to bis smiling face and bus lack of ill- 
faumour when speaking of him. El-Sawah 'sjayi- ; 
dl nature has seen him through many frustrating . 
circumstances in his 25 years. 

El-Sawah recently competed in fee lst^Smar , 
Rally for Wheelchairs , ’” J; 

coming in seconcfraf- 
ter veteran rally 
champion George 
Froind. In his first ral- 
ly ii^arnpetition, in. 
whJRi he totaled 
84km aggregate, fee 
athlete’s performance 
was curtailed by his 
coaches who were 
concerned he might 
over-tax himself. _It 
was A rare moment 
one in which El- 
Sawab allowed his 
disappointment to 



El-Sawah has al- 
ways been physically 
ctive. He spent many 

sag. hours. training in ... 

•ody building and . 

oxiflg a! a youth centre near his home in Ms 
sen years. But one life altering day be- was rid-, 
ttc fee tram and in a. freak accident he lost his . 
dance and was severely injured, lorn® both 
egs. He was seventecn.- 

EUSawah. drawing on his immense, reserves 
•f wiljj insisted on continuing his life as narmal- 
Of the healing -process he returned fo El- ;■ 
1% Waa El-Amal Youth Centre where be 
isrovered a programnie of activities for the dis- 
bled. From, thax time, El-Sawah. teaamed Ins 
ports and he took payt in the '95. Francophone 
fames in France in fee wheelchair events taking 
tvenfe place: Two years later he was a member 


of tbe Egyptian delegation at the 1995 Arab 
Basketball - JMsabl ed . Championship in JLeb- 
anon. It was atthis championship that be be- 
- came, acquainted wife the young woman .ac- 
campanyingfee Egyptian delegation who was . 
fo become his bride.: 

.During fee Sirai Rally for. Wheelchairs, El- 
. ' Sawah raced with 

-all he had — fo 
win But that didn't 
stop - him from 
cheering his 

friends, . encour- 
aging them not fo 
lose faith in. their 
abilities. 1 

El-Sawah, like 
many Egyptian ral- 
ly . competitors, 
constructed his 
own. wheelchair. “I 
acquired some cat- 
alogues, bought the 
wheelchair parts 
and .put them Uh 
getber to make my 
own,” ..explained 
El-Sawah The ath- 
lete -also revealed 
his astounding and 
simple training schedule. He rides his wheel- 
chair fo his work eyery day.— .'a mere 1 © kil- 
ometres away from his honw.To top it aU off 
be tries to shave minutes off 1 each of fee pre- 
vious day’s time to increase his stamina. “It is 
tlte. simplest way of training. Instead of riding' 
a taxi to work or the sports centre I wheel 
myself there. El-Sawah’s .shoulders and arms 
are well muscled due. to his weightlifting 
framing. And,. as be say$, feat is all he needs. 
u In order to be .able to s wmwheetehair raoes, 1 
have to . have very strong arms because 1 
mainly -depend on my aims to move fee 
chair,” .said El-Sawah. • 


‘Every kind of injury’ 

Amm Abdu has dedicated 50 years of his life as a volunteer 
for the ambulance service. Dalia El-Henawi discovers how 
he became the most famous ambulance driver in Egypt 


When Amm Abdu left his home in Aswan over 
a half century 3go, little did he know that he 
would become Egypt's most famous ambulance 
driver. For most of those 50 years. Amm Abdu 
managed to juggle a career, raise seven children 
and volunteer untold hours to fee service of the 
injured. Amm Abdu moved to Cairo to pursue 
his studies, and as is 
often fee case, found ; 
hims elf doing much 
- more than he bad 
intended. 

“The manag w of 

the insurance com- 
pany where I was 
employed asked for 
volunteers for am- 
bulance duty during 
off hours. 1 jumped 

at the opportunity to 

help people in dis- 
tress. In fee name of 
God,” said Amm 
Abdu. 

. It became a hob- 
by even though at 
times fee pressure 
was intense. 1 vol- 
unteered from 
9.00pm till 7.00am 

and then off] went to work until 2.00pm.” he 
added 

During fee 1973 "War, Amm Abdu enlisted as 
a volunteer for ambulance duty to ferry the 
wounded “It was a must for me. 1 couldn’t re- 
main idle while my country was at war. I drove 
.fee injured soldiers to different hospitals around 
Egypt” 

As Amm Abdu approached retirement age, his 
manager suggested he volunteer as an am- 
bulance driver at football games. It was the be- 
ginning of a beautiful partnership. 

“I've seen it all, every kind of physical injury. 
1 bate to see fee players hurt of course, but 1 


love my work and 1 feel like a father to all the 
players,” he said 

Not surprising to anyone who has attended a 
match at Cairo Stadium, fee majority of tbe pas- 
sengers in Amm Abdu's ambulance are mostly 
over excited match spectators. 

“Three quarters of the injuries are from audi- 
ence members. The 
mood of football 


matches leans toward 
excitement and some- 
times results in heart 
attacks and a great 
many other emer- 
gencies. Once femng 
a Zamalek match, a 
man got so excited he 
threw himself onto 

fee field and severely 
injured himself. We 
got him out and took 
him to hospital but a 
few days later he 
died. That is one in- 
cident I will never 
forget,” he said. 

_ In 1990, fee Egyp- 
tian Football Federa- 
tion treated Amm 
Abdu and a colleague 
to a trip to Italy with the football team in recogni- 
tion of his selfless services. 

“God never forgets anyone. That’s why during 
my free time 1 like to relax and listen to fee 
Qur’an. The Qur’an touches me, calms me and I 
believe gives me fee strength to help others.” 
commented Amm Abdu. 

Amm Abdu has nothing but food memories of his 
life but feels fee time has come to let another take 
up his duties. “I ask two things from God. For fee 
president to decorate me so I can retire for good 
and to perform the Hajj wife my wife,” be added. 

Edited by Inas IVIazha* 


1-6 and 1-0. In the semi-finals, Meligini met Frederic Fontang of 
France wi nnin g 6-3, 6-4. 

In tbe final match, witnessed by a larger crowd than previously 
despite it being a working day, Berasategui won fee first set 6-3 
but lost tbe second set 1-6. In fee third and final set as a result of 
Berasategui 's double faults and out-shots, Meligini snatched fee 
match 6-3 to become fee Egyptian International Championships ti- 
tle holder. Amidst fee mad cheers of fans Meligini took the cup 
and a smiling Berasategui fee trophy. “We are friends after all,” 
said Berasategui with tears in his eyes and a smile on his face. The 
first thing Meligini did after besting Berasatagui was kiss his father 
and present him wife fee cup. “My father came with me for tbe first 
time to see what a tournament is like and all the glamour that at- 
tracts me." said Meligini who won as the saying goes, “due to his 
parents praying”. 


EGYPTIAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
ABBASSIA, NASR CITY, CAIRO, EGYPT 
TELEX 92097 POWER UN. FAX. 2616512 
REHABILITATION OF HELIOPOLIS AND 
WADI HOF SUBSTATIONS 220/66/11-6.6 KV 
ADJUDICATION NO. 1/97 
FOR 

THE REHABILITATION OF HELIOPOLIS SUBSTATION 

The Egyptian Electricity Authority (EEA) lias requested 
a loan from the (KFW) for financing fee foreign 
currency payments under fee contract for which this 
invitation to tender is issued. 

EEA invites tenderers from eligible German firms for 
the design, manufacture, supply, transport, civil works, 
project management, erection, testing, setting to work 
and co missioning in accordance wife tender documents 
and on turn key job bases for fee REHABILITATION 
OF HELIOPOLIS SUBSTATION 220/66/1 1 KV. 

Tendering is limited to tenderers from the German market 

The tender documents are available at EEA cashier 
against presentation of payment receipt of a 
non-re fundable (2000) U.S.dollars for each package 
from National Bank of Egypt fNBE) main branch 
EEA’s Account No. 880/90/14 together wife an 
application (Original plus two copies) showing the 
name, address, telex and telephone no. of both supplier 
and local agent and addressed to the General Director of 
Central Purchases Department during official working 
hours. 

Tenders (Technical + Prequalification & Commercial) 
to be submitted according to tender conditions in two 
sealed envelopes: 

1- Envelope (A) contains the tenderer's technical 
proposal including all information as specified in the 
I tender documents for the following packages. 
-PACKAGE IA) 220 KV INDOOR (GIS) AND CIVIL 
WORKS. 

- PACKAGE (B) 66 KV INDOOR (GIS) 

-PACKAGE (C) DELIVERY OF ONE POWER 
TRANSFORMER 125 MVA, 220/66/11 KV. 

Envelope (B) contains the price proposal and the bid 
> bond which will be returned to unsuccessful tenderers 
amounting to 2% of fee total tender value in freely 
convertible currency. 

Interested tenderers should submit both envelopes (A) 
and (B) on or before the day of 15/2/1997 at 12:00 
(noon) to EEA Central Purchases Department (See 
address below). 

Tbe technical and commercial envelopes will be opened 
on the same date at 12.00 hours noon. 

Tenders will be valid for 150 days after offer opening 
date. 

Tenderer should be fee manufacturer of fee GIS 
equipment and transformer or trading company forming 
a consortium wife manufacturer of main equipment. 

Interested tenderers may obtain further information; 

; regarding tender documents from: e 

Egyptian Electricity Authority " 

Centra] Purchases Department, J 

Abbassia, Nasr City, Cairo. 1 

Telex 92097 Power UN Fax;2616512 1 
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Abdel-Hadi El-Weshahi: 


Diogenes 


in darkness 


Adventures in space: up, up and away 


El-Weshahi is a puzzling man. “A bean of gold," 
say his friends. But for someone so kind, be is hard- 
ly gregarious. He rarely leaves the house. He knows 
□one of bis neighbours, although he has lived in the 
same flat for over ten years. When he does go out, it 
is only to scuttle back home as soon as possible, 
“and take antibiotics, to restore my sense of human- 
ity. We're going back to die jungle. Look at how 
people treat eaeH other!" His very eyebrows bristle 
in indignation. He is emphatic in his opinions. “I 
don't make statues" - he says it with a mone of dis- 
taste - “I make sculptures.” 

He is a moralist, but this is a trait he refuses to ac- 
knowledge. When he is pressed for a description of 
the chosen few who do possess humanity, however, 
it all comes tumbling out. “Someone who has re- 
spect for himself and for others, who does not in- 
vade their space, physically or morally. Someone 
endowed with nobility. Lcok at us: we push and 
shove to be first in line or keep the best port of the 
miserable footpath. We practically throw ourselves 
in front of passing cars - which fail to stop for pe- 
destrians anyway - all in order to catch one of those 
awful death traps you insist on calling buses and 
which are polluting the city. Is this life?” 

Unlike may. El-Wesbahi does nor blame the sys- 
tem. “Our citizens lock a vision of what they ought 
to be." he says with a note of disgust. '‘When I was 
ten years old, in Mansoura, 1 remember pulling my- 
self up very straight so I could feel taller, and tell- 
ing myself ‘I want to be a human bong.' I have 
never forgotten that instant.” Ever since, El- 
Weshahi has practiced grandeur and nobility. It is 
not a matter of financial ease. He doesn't care about 
worldly comforts as long as his personal integrity 
is respected. And be keeps looking for human be- 
ings who will reconcile him with society. 

He doesn't want to go out but be is irresistibly 
drawn to the city and its people. He tries to touch 
— or at least to teach. Taxi drivers are favourite 
subjects. One evening we are downtown. El- 
Weshahi is grimacing at the noise, the crowd, even 
the fragments of conversations which he accidental- 
ly overhears as our path crosses that of other urban 
guerrillas. “Let us go somewhere, I can't stand 
this," be says suddenly. He bails a taxi and gives 
the driver an address. “It will cost you ten pounds,” 
says the taxi driver. El-Weshahi freezes. He has 
been insulted. His eyes narrow into slits, his mus- 
tache. not unlike a tiger's whiskers, quivers. 
“Well?" asks the driver, who is observing us in the 
mirr or. Not another word is exchanged, but the 
driver is suddenly terribly unsettled. “Don't lode at 
me like that,” be pleads. “Some clients refuse to 
pay, 1 swear I did not want to offend yon.” The 
driver is speeding madly in his confusion. “Yon 
have offended me mortally,” El-Weshahi retorts in 
icy tones. “Stop at once, I do not want to be in your 
company a minute longer.” The driver stops. We 
get oat and El-Wesbahi disdainfully hands the driv- 
er a few bills. The driver is beside himself. He 
hands back most of the money. “I am an hooest 
man, I don’t rob my clients, you have to under- 
stand. I have a bud job-.” Finally the transaction is 


completed, the driver still flustered, 

EJ-Weshahi stiD serene. “Do 1 look 
like someone who would take off 
without paying you?' he asks stern- 
ly. “You are ou tire road every day, 
twelve hours a day. Haven’t you 
learned to understand who your 
passengers are?” He is quite satis- 
fied with the man's response. 

“See?” he says. “There is some 
good in everyone.” 

El-Wesbahi is an artist but not just 
any kind of artist. He is a sculptor 
involved with an art which should 
inspire reverence. Is his medium 
the most powerful of the plastic art? 

He sidesteps the question and 
launches into an elaborate explana- 
tion of the Zodiac. He is a Scorpio, 
those bom under this sign have 
grandeur, they strive to achieve, 
they can be many things but they 
are never petty. Pride, self- 
assurance even majesty are among 
heir traits, and they have a vision. 

Look at de Gaulle and Picasso. 

Look at how many leaders are 
Scorpios." 

But grandeur has its drawbacks. 

El-Weshahi's career as a university 
professor has failed to reflect his 
talent, simply because be refuses to 
let bis work be evaluated by those 
who could hoist him up into the heights of academ- 
ic achievement. “Who is to judge what I do?. How 
dare they put a label on a creation? My work is nei- 
ther good or bad, it just is.” It is with this in mind 
that he has refused to go through the bureaucratic 
steps of a university career. He teaches at the Col- 
lege of Fine Arts, but considers himself a friend to 
his students, not a professor who has been rubber- 
stamped acceptable. 

El-Weshahi takes things personally - thing s that 
others would comment on, and forget with a sigh. 
He deplores the feet that central squares are not 
adorned with beautiful sculptures, as they are in 
Europe. “You know? Maybe we have lost our way 
because we have nothing beautiful in our streets to 
please our eyes. When yon see beauty every day, 
even if you barely glance at it, it works on you un- 
consciously. You learn about proportions and har- 
mony without knowing. It works like a symphony 
which yon have beard many times without really 
paying attention. Suddenly you recognise the mel- 
ody when you hear it and discover that you can 
bum a few measures. The door has been opened. 
You may go in, or decide to leave It at that, but 
somehow yon are now a little richer.” 

Sculpture, be says is different from all the other 
arts. His passion is for the form — his hands de- 
scribe a carve, flutter for a moment above die table. 
His works are badly coffee-table adornments. 
Some sweeping over five metres taD, they could 
only stand in a park or on museum grounds. Vast 
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structures stand poised on tiptoe, almost unleashed 
about to take flight. 

He loves music and the theatre. For years, work- 
ing in his atelier, be has listened to the radio, work- 
ing along to plays, the opera and symphonies ga- 
lore. Here in Egypt be doesn't go much to the 
theatre or concerts, but when he was living in Spain 
and Italy be had a real feast, almost indigestion, 
which will last him a life time. He was over- 
whelmed by the beauty and the richness of the 
sights his eyes encountered. He never wanted to 
come back. “I was a real human being there. Wbat I 
bad wanted to be all along. I felt tbe dignity of be- 
ing." 

But his father worried about this rebellious son 
and. after seven years, wrote to him that he was dy- 
ing. A rebel, maybe; bat El-Weshahi could not be 
an ungrateful son. He came back. “My father died 
twenty years later," be says with a wry smile. He 
has forgiven the ruse. 

Of his professional life in Spain, he doesn't want 
to say much: “You should know by now that I don't 
boast,” be tells us with a mischievous smile. ‘T 
would rather tell you the story of Aceituna, my 
Spanish cat, who was as black as olives.” Having 
acquired the cat while in Spain, he was obliged to 
leave her behind when he went off fra- a three- 
month sojourn in Italy. In desperation, on the day of 
his departure, he abandoned her in tbe lobby of the 
apartment bonding, hoping that someone would 
lake her in. On his return, three months later, he 
heard a joyous mew 
when he opened his 
kitchen window. He 
looked, and there was 
Aceituna waiting for him 
— on his own balcony. 
Tire cat had sealed on 
this very spot the day he 
had left No amount of 
coaxing had made her 
move from where she 
could observe his win- 
dow. Tbe neighbours 
bearing her pitiful cries, 
took to sending her food 
and water in little baskets 
that they lowered from 
their own windows. "This 
is what I call being hu- 
man,” he concludes with 
satisfaction. “My cat was 
faithful and tire neigh- 
bours compassionate." 
One feels, somehow, that 
he expected nothing less. ' 


Nonstop. 


As of Octobor 27, Cairo and Zurich hova mar* In common than fivt Swissair flights a weak. Namely six. 
Plus a lot of fas? European connections. No hub bools Zurich's transit; usually loss than 45 mlnutas# jam# 
terminal. So if you taka off early In Cairo, you can be In tha City of London, Brussels or Munich, for 
instance, before everyone gets back from lunch. Talking about getting back! Iff you'd Ilk* to save time, go 
nonstop via Zurich again. 


l-Weshahi is demanding of himself and of others. 
Refusal to compromise has become a cliche, but, 
while he pays no lip service to the principle, he 
does refuse to say things just because people want 
to hear them, or to bow to hierarchies to get a foot 
in the door. He must be an equally exacting par- 
ent. His son is 16 and the relationship is rather 
distant, but he admires his son. He refuses to 
smother him. “We respect each other. He wall do 
what he wants to do. Nobody could stop me, why 
should I be so presumptuous os to tell my son 
what he wants to do? Remember Gibran, and what 
he said about how to bring up your children?” El- 
Weshahi grins and leans forward, his eyes nar- 
rowing into slits, his mustache punctuating his rec- 
itation of the lines that advice parents to be like a 
bow — the truer the aim. the further the arrow 
will go. “I never forget Gibran when I am with my 
son... or with any other youngster.” He hasn’t" 
enough words of contempt for the way children 
are brought up. “Obey your father, obey your 
mother, listen to your teachers, do not discuss or- 
ders. Obey, obey, obey...”, he mimics imaginary 
parents’ voices. He is angry now. “When is the 
child to be himself?" 

This is why. a few years ago. be attempted to 
create an art school at the Mukhtar Museum during 
the school holidays. ‘T wanted the children to do 
what they wanted without constant supervision, ad- 
vice and warnings about their clothes. Ail these chil- 
dren are awfoJJy gifted, you know. And it doesn't 
take much to fire their imagination." Is he thinking 
of tbe little boy in Mansoura. who started out wife 
bits of chalk for clay and a nail for a chisel? Of the 
joy that overcame him when he found a small knife 
which allowed him to improve his technique? That 
day I decided to be a sculptor.’’ 

Although he makes it sound easy, his father, a 
government official, was not oveijoyed by this de- 
cision. Nor was he happy with his son’s strange 
ways. “Everyone in our neighbourhood went to Ras 
El-Bar for the summer holidays and fathers taught 
their sons to swim." El-Weshahi, however, sal stub- 
bornly on the shore, sculpting in the sand. At an age 
when most children had given up on sand castles, he 
perfected his technique. Finally, like many artists 
bom in the countryside, he had to tun away to Cai- 
ro. where he enrolled in tbe school of Fine Arts. The 
rest is history. 

Of his mother he has no memory, she died when 
he was four yearn old. The yearning for her affec- 
tions turned into a deep understanding of women. 
“When they are real women, that is,” he says a bit 
wistfully. He compares women to the sky and the 
earth: protecting, nurturing, like the mother that he 
missed. “I know why there have never been any 


well-known women composers — a female Bach, 
or a Beethoven.” be says suddenly, to detract atten- 
tion from too personal a subject. He seems to have 
given it a lot of serious thought, but his maimer is 
jocular for an instant: “Don't give me tbe story 
about women being underprivileged and stifled, 
please.” Music is one of tbe great loves of his life 
and one feels that he personally resents the feet that, 
in a domain where they had never been hindered — 
most bourgeois houses were adorned with a. piano 
and little girls were firmly urged to use it — women 
had never shown great talent. 

El-Wesbahi. is inspired now, having linked muse 
with his first passion, the eternal feminine of the 
earth, the mountains, the sky. “Music is the epit- 
ome of abstract thought Women have no time for. 
abstractions. They leave to men the cask of dealing}, 
with tbe great problems of the wodd. They have a 
more urgent duty; their job is to tiring up men and 
women. They have no use for theoretical en- 
deavours they were made to deal with what is e^- 
sential, down-to-earth realities." 

El-Weshahi loves allegories, riddles, puzzles and 
non sequirurs that lead right back to the point One 
of his sculptures is of a man, a woman and flbeir son 
— "although you probably wouldn't think so if you 
saw it You might see something entirely different" 
He had forgotten all about this piece. Then one day. 
it bad come back to him when he read an item in" 
the paper about a couple, very much in love, who 
had lived a long time together in total bliss. For 
many years, however, ny as they might they could 
not conceive. Then it so happened that they wqe 
blessed with twins. As soon as the children were 
bora, the wife lost interest in her husband. She 
couldn't wait to see him out of the house. The hus- 
band. anguished at his -sudden redundancy, was 
writing to the paper for advice. 

“You see?" says El-Weshahi. “his role was over." 
And how does he see his own role? Not as a hus- 
band or a family man. in any case. He needs bis 
space to allow his projects to come to fruition. He is. 
heir to the people who built the pyramids, those 
temples to form, celebrations far more powerful 
than mere statues. They left something to posterity, 
something that spelled the greatness of humanity. 
Small successes have no value. Tbe fact that El- 
Weshahi received foil marks — a practically t^ : 
heard of achievement for bis doctoral project dodr 
not mean anything, he tells us with contempt. What 
he creates does. Like his martyr of Dinshiway, 
tense like a bow and reaching to the sky. T want 
ray work to be a testimony to the dignity of men.” 


Profile by Fayza Hassan 


|>*c& ot dusuSL’i by Madame Sosos tris 


▼ Can you imagine dears. I 
was all set to attend the most 
enlightening of workshops, 
sponsored by the Med Media 
Jemstone Network and Al- 
Ahram Weekly. English Lan- 
guage Feature Writers' Mas- 
terclass. it is called. I took the 
best samples of what I con- 
sider my little masterpieces to 
show Tudor Lomas, director 


of Med Media and Trevor 
Royle, associate and features 
editor of Scotland on Sunday 
and die man conducting the 
workshop on the evening 1 at- 
tended the lavish reception at 
the Nile Hilton to launch the 
seminar. And would you be- 
lieve, these two gentlemen 
told me there and then, that 
news about my very good 
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friends did not qualify as 
features. Fancy that! It 
quite spoilt the lovely din- 
ner I was having more of. 
And, not only but... the 
next day. they opened the 
seminar right in front of 
my very own eyes at the 
Weekly's central desk! 
With five of our own writ- 
ers and unother six from 
all over the Middle East. 
Not so long ago I was 
quite taken by Hoyle's fas- 
cinating book about Glub 
Pasha. A very good book, 
I used to call it. I told 
Alaa Ezz, Al- Abram’s re- 
gional Press Institute co- 
ordinator and board mem- 
ber, that I had a good 
mind to read it again and 
find fault with iL 



Tahia Halim by Homed AbdaUa 


* Not everybody is so choosy, 
and at the lovely garden party 
given by Ambassador of China 
and Mrs Yang Fu Chang io 
celebrate their National Day, 1 
was among the most esteemed 
guests and had a chance to 
congratulate Laila Takla who 
just came back from Hong 
Kong where she has been 
nominated president of the In- 
ternational Federation of 
Women Lawyers at their Glo- 
bal Biannual Conference. Al- 
ways collecting these im- 
portant titles my friend Laila. 
I also spotted Dr Yousef Wali. 
deputy prime minister. Min- 
ister Maher Aboza and Min- 
ister Mahmoud El-Sherif ad- 
miring the stain glass window. 


one of the striking features of 
the ambassador’s residence. 


♦ Isn’t auiomn a good time for 
3 Mediterranean holiday? Ap- 
parently not, according to 
George Bahgory, who phoned 
to invite me to the vernissage 
of the exhibition Visage de Id 
Peinturv Egyptietine Colt' 
temporaine. featuring 50 paint- 
ings by Hamed Abdalla* 
George Bahgory and Omar 
El-Nagdi and organised as 38 
homage to the late Homed 
Abdaiia, in the city port of I* 
Havre of all places. Such a s|J 
place at this time of year! Bfv 
you know me, 1 bought a Ted 
umbrella and this very Friday 1 
will be singing in the rain, Av- 
enue Foch, Le Havre, 
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